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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Fourteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XIV--NO. 4. 

Proceediiigs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council (’luunhcr in the Town Hall, ('alcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 12th March, 1921, at 3 r.M. v 


Present: 

^ The Hon’hle the IVcsidcnl in the Chair, the four llon’hle MeniherH 
of the 'Tixecutive Council, the Ihin’hle Hadji Mr. A. K. Ahu Ahmwl 
Khan Ghuzmivi, and IIG noiuinuted and elected ineiulKUs. 

Oath. 

The followin^f ineitolHUs made an oath or atliriiiation of their alle- 
giance to the (’rowu: — 

Mr, C. Aiujams- Williams, c.i.k., 

Mr. n. C. Liddkix, 

Mr. S. N. Koy, 

Mr. A. I). Gordon. 


Starred Questions 

(to wfMoh oral answers were given). 

Deputation of Muneif, Nawabgai^, to BoaJia Sailtf . 

aVil. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will thellon'bU) 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Dejiartmeiit l>e pleawd to atate 
the total numW of undiHixWd of Huits in the Courts of the Munaifii 
of Boalie Sadar and Nawabganj, rwjiocfively, by the end of the Decem- 
ber quarter, 1923? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Member l»o pleased to ntate the rennonii for 
the deputation of the Munaif of Nawabganj to the BoaJia 8adar Mutiaifi 
of Bajahahi, in January, 1924? 



2 QUESTIONS. [12th Mae. 

(c) 1 b the Hon’ble the Member aware of the inconveniencse of the 
litigaDt public in those eases where judicial officers of single Munaiiis 
are sent on dep^itation to a different Court F 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of passing 
orders that this aspect of the matter will be taken into consideration 
before orders relating to similar deputations are issued in futi^TeP 

MEMBER in eliirga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio Honmio 
Sir AlMMir-Raliim)3 (a) One thousand and eighty-three and 378 
respectively. 

(h) The deputation which was only for a month was made in order 
to work off heavy arrears at Boalia before the April institutions created 
further congestion. 

(c) Yes, but such inconvenience is sometimes unavoidable. 

(d) This asiiect of the matter has always been taken into account 
Ixjfore similar deputations are ordered, and will continue to be taken 
into account on suCh occasions. 

Grand Trunk Road. 

aVIll. Babi* BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Is the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of <he Department of Public Works aware that the 
section of the Grand Trunk Hoad l)etween Howrah and Hooghly, is in 
a bad condition? 

(/i) Is it a fact that this section of the road js very much used for 
motor traffic? 

(r) Is it a fact tlmt complaint has l)een made that the allotment for 
its maintenance is imideqiiate? 

(d) Will the Hoirble the Minister be pleased to state the amount 
allotted pt'r mile for repair? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the road is not rtqjuired in 
pro|wr wason? If so, what are the reasons for this? 

MINISTER in CHARGE of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS . 
(tho HorPMo Hadji Mr. A. K. AImi Ahmed Khan Ghuanavi): (a) and 

(h) Yes. Cart traffic and the |«vssage of heavy motor lorries, combined 
with the nan'owness of the metalled width are resjK)nsible for the con- 
dition of the road. 

(c) Yes. Tho expenditure has to be limited to th^ extent of funds 
available. 

(d) The ex]ienditure varies with the locality, density of ti^affic and 
width of road. 

In Howrah the cost of repairs is Rs. 6,140 per mile and*the aferage 
for the remainder comes to Rs. 1,210 per mile. The cosi of repairs 
will always be excessive until the metalled width is widened. 
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The greater of the road is repaired in the proper aeaaon* 
In B^wrah a certain sum was made availabie for repmrd late in the year 
and these repairs were carried out up to February, mainl|r because there 
exlMnaa copious supply of water on the road sides over this length. 

» * 

Mni BORODA PROtAD OEY: Is it a fact that in recent years 
there have been lapses of the allotments in connection with the Grand 
Trunk EoadP 

Ttif Hm’M* Hidji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVtl 

Not that I am aware of. 

Rotranohment in Agrfoultiirtl DapartinanC. 

^LIX. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minisler in charg*' of the Deiwrtmeiit of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(i) when orders were passiMl for the reduction of staff of the 
District Agricultural (HHrers and Dwtionstrators ; and 
• (fi) What action has l>eeii taken to givt* effect t(» the ortlers in each 

case ? • 

• 

(b) Is there any truth in the luinour that the Director «)f Agric ul- 
ture recommended the retention of a numlM^r of junior and tein|s)rary 
DistVict Agricultural Officers and Ihunonstrators in preferein’t‘ to their 
seniors, who are js^rSianent ? 

(r) If so, what were the grounds justifying the reconiinendation 
made? 

(d) Is it not (he ordinary rule to disipeiise with the services of tem- 
porary and officiating men when reduction of staff is iiuidcP 

(e) If so, was not the Ibrector of Agriculture aware of itP 

(/) Will the Hon’Ide the Minister l)e pleaswl to state — 

(G the numlKW of jx^rmanent and (ero|K»rary .jxwts of the District 
Agricultural Officers now in existeiUM*; 

(«) how ihany of the temi>orary |)oh(h are sanctioneil by (lovern- 
meni; and 

(fii) bow many are sanctioned by the Director of Agricullurep 

(g) Is it a fhct that a niiralwr of teiiiix>rary and officiating District 
Agricultural Officers have been discharg€*d while the services of their 
juniors who are also tem|K>rary men have been retained ? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to sfale the 
rmnonB for^adopiing such a course f 

(i) Did the Director of Agriculture obtain the ai>)>roval of Govern- 

meni to the said procednief 
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QUESTIONS. 


[12th Haji. 


(;) If the annwer to (d) is in the affinnative will the Hon*Me tlie 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why all the temporary posts have 
not been aboli|l^ to give effect to the retrenchment orders P 

MINISTER iHOlMrga Of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE OMl 
INDUSTRIE# (ttio Hon’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. Aim Almad Ktoi 
Ghttinivi): (a) (t) In June, 1923. 

(n) Nineteen temporary IHstrict Agricultural Officers have been dis- 
charged and 28 unconfirmed demonstrators have been given notice of 
discharge. The cases of confirmed officers are under consideraii||jv ^ 

(b) Any recommendations which the Director of Agricultum|piiy 
have made are confidential. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(s) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(/) (i) Forty-one permanent; none temporary. 

(ii) and (Hi) The questions do not .arise. 

(//) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) These officers have been retained in leave vacancies as they are 

considered to l)e the ])est qualified. • 

(i) The answer is in the negative. • 

( j) All the temixjrury posts'have been abolished. 

RftriiioliiiMiit of Distrlot AgriouHural Oflloers. 

f" 

ax. BMhi SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minist(^ in charge of the Dtqnirtment of Agricullure and 
Industries Iw pleased to sTale whether it is a fact that orders for the 
r'etrenchment of the officiating District Agii<mltural Officers were 
issued from the office of the Director of Agriculture at l)a(‘ca on the 
2()lh »^piemlM'r, 1923, and the said orders reached those officers ou 
the 29ih SeptemlKir, 1923, avsking them to make ov^r charge on tlie 
Ist OetoW forenoon, 1923? 

(h) Is it not the rule to give them n month’s notice? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister l>e pletrsed to »tate~-< 

(i) why orders were issued in that way, and 

(ii) whether the officers concerne<l were given any comimnsation 
for so short a notice? , 

TN Hon^ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVIi 

(ri) An officiating offi<w is liable to l>e discharged when a [iqiiiiauent 
ineumbcuit rejoins or a readjustment takes place and this is what 
happened in tho case referred to, 

(h) The answer is in the negative, 

(c) The question does not arise. 



QUESTIONS. 

AlkumiHM to ttoto prioomn. 
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. | Aiioiirmis to staio prttoiMrSo 

UXI. BilHi SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA^ (a) Will ih& 
H^'ble the Member in charge of the Political l>ei)al|p|bnt be pleased 
to>s6te whether there has l^n any change in the or the Ruleat 
regaiding the treatment of the State prisoners under Regulation III 
of 1818 P 

(b) If so, what are those changes? 

(c) ^ Is the Hon’ble the Memlier aware that some of the States 
nera have not been gninted the same amount of allowance for their 

dents as they used to get <Iuring their detention on the Ja^i occa- 
dthough the numh<*r of dejn^mlents is the same? 

((t) Will the lloirble the Member be pleased to state whether it is. 
a 'fact — , ^ 



(i) that the State pri.soner Muzaffer Ahmed has been sanetumedf 
only Rs. for the maintenance of his wife and the educa- 
tion of his daughter; 

(o) (it) that the State prisoner Satis ('hundra Pakra^hi has btMut 
sanctioned Us. 15 only, for the maintenance of his tdght 
deptMidents, 

(h) that this State pri.soner used to get Us. 25 on the lust 
ttfca^ion ; 

(iu) that the State i»ri.soner Ainrita Lai Sarkar receives only Us. 1& 
for the mainteiiaiue of his wife and the education of hisi 
younger bndher, a college student; 

(/c) that th(‘ State prisoner Rames rhandra (diowdhury gets only 
Us. 20 f<u' all of Ids <Ie|iendents ; and 
(r) (ri) that the State pri.soner Professor Jyptish (’handru Ohoshr 
receives only Rs. 00 for four of his female dependents; 

(b) that this State prisoner used to get Rs. 00 while under* 
detention on the last occasion? 


(e) Is it a fart that Maulvi Muzaffer Ahmed and Rahu Monoranjan 
Gupta have refused to accepf Rs. 25 and Rs. 20, res|Hu iively, os they 
consider the amount too insignificant to lie of any use? 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(i) {a) that no allowance has l>een granted to Dr. Judu Gopal 
Mukherjee, M.B. ; 

(b) that this State prisoner has got five female dei>endents on 
him; and 

(n) (a) that no aUowance has been given to Bhupendra Nath 
Dutta, 

(6) that this State prisoner used to ^et Rs. 30 on the last 
occasion of his detention and that he has got his old 
parents, youngei^^ther and sisterg dependent on him? 

2 
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QUESTIONS. 


[l^TH MaB. 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Hugh Btopheneon): (a) and (b) There has been no change in the 
Law. Slight modifications have been made rtom time to time in ihe 
rules, chiefly with the object of eliminating divergencies of practice 
in different jails. 

(c) The family allowances of some of the State prisoners are not 
the same as on the previous occasion on which they were detained. 

(d) Government are not prepared to publish information or- enter 

into discussion which wUl disclose the private affairs of the Stale 
prisoners and their families. ; 

(e) The allowances are paid to the families of the prisoners direct, 
not to the prisoners themselves. 

(/) Vide answer to question (d) above. 

Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: In answer to question 
{d), will the Hon’ble MemW kindly state if it is in the bona fide 
interest of the prisoners concerned or their families, or in the interesis 
of the State, that the information is l)eing withheld ? 

The Hwi'Weillr 'HUGH STEPHENSON: I have nothing to add lo 
my answer to this question. c 


Director of Agriculture. 

*LXII. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister j^n charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that the lletrenchment Committee recommended the 
ifboliiion of the post of Director of Agriculture? 

(h) What are the reasons which have led Government to retain the 
post? 

(p) Is it a fact that the services of a large number of subordinates 
llave l>eoii dispensed with? 

(d) What are the qualifications for the post of the Director of 
Agriculture? 

(ff) Does the present incumbent possess the necessary qualifications? 

if) Will the Hon’ble the Minister bo pleased to state why the present 
Director of Agriculture was not given the billet permanently in 1920? 

(g) Is it a fact that be had officiated in ihe place for about a year? 

{h) What were the reasons which led Government some time ago 
to appoint his junior Mr. Evans in pieference to Mr. Finlo#? 

(t) What are the reasons which ^1 the Government to reappoint 
Hr* Finlow once again? 
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Tilt Hofi’lilt Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMBD KHAN QHUZNAVIt 

(a) The recommendation in paragraph 295 of the Betrenohment Commit* 
tee*i report implied the abolition of the poet of the Director of 
Agr^ulture. 

(5) Government did not consider the recommendation referred to 
to be practicable. 

(c) It has been decide<l to discharge a considerable number of the 
fiubordinate staff. Full effect has not yet been given to the decision, 
but temporary officers have been discharged or have received notice of 
discharge. 

(d) Administrative ability and, in the <uise of a departmental 
officer, thorough exjM'rience of the vorking of the departoient. 

(c) Certainly. He would not have been appointed unleaa in the 
opinion of Government^ he posse.ssed the necessary qualifications. 

(/) The Government sebH te<l for the post the most qualifie<l officer 
obtainable in 1920. 

(//) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(/>) T/V/c answer to (/). 

(t) Government has selected for the post the most^qualified officer 
obtainable. 


Court of Wards Act. 

*LXIM. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MU8HARRUF H0SSAIN:(a) 

Are the Govenimont considering the desirability of amending the (’ourt 
of Wards Act in the light of the opinions collected as a result of the 
resolution moved by me in Council on 27th Mahch, 1916, for giving 
protection to the minor children of tenure-holders and other disqualified 
members among them P 

(6) If 80 , when is such a Bill to l>e introduced into the (\>uncilP 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the 
Hon’ble the Maliarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (u) The answex^ 
is in the negative. 

(b) This does not arise. 


Politioal undertiial priaoiiert. 


^LXIVa Mr. J« Ma SENCUPTAl (a)* Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in ebar^ of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state— 


(i) wimther any difference is made in food, accommodation and 
treatment generally bet^^n convicted prisoners and under* 
•trial prisoners insideVUi# jail ; and 


2a 
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QUESTIONS, 


fl2TH Maji. 


(it) whether the Ooveniment are treating Santoeli Enmar Mitra and 
the six other co-accused who are under-trial prisoneiB in the 
Alipore Central Jail as political upder-trial prisoners? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — • 

(i) whether any difference is made between political under-trial 
prisoners and ordinary under-trial prisoners in regard to food, 
accommodation and treatment generally; 

(u) whether he is aware that all i>oliii<*al under-trial prisoners come 
from respectable Bengali hha'halok families; and 
• (lii) whether the food supplied lo the political under-trial prisoneia 
is the same as given to the ordinary’ under-^rial prisoners? 

(c) If the answer to question (6) (»ii) is in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of giting better food to the 
under-trial political prisoners of respectable Bengali bhalralok families? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAfLBl 
(the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) (i) Yes; vide rules 915—920 
of the Jail Code. 

(ii) They are treated as under-trial jirisoncrs. 

(h) (/) All under-trial prisoners are treated alike. ^ 

(it) Government are awaie (hat many of the persons 'accused of 
offences which have a revolutionary colouring come from Bengali 
bhadralok families. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(r) No. 


Erosion of Naw8i>gafiJ town. 

*LXV. BaBu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in (‘barge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state the total amount 8i>ent up to date, in erecting spurs to prevent 
erosion of Nawabganj town by the Mahananda river? 

(b) What is the total amount sanctioned for the purpose? 

(c) Have the results t?f the opeiations adoptedLso far been reported 
as satisfactory? 

(d) If so, will such operations be continued next year, if necessary? 

Tha Hon*bla HaBJi Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) The total amount spent up to date is Rs. 8,769. 

(b) The total amount of the sanctioned estimate for thyo work was 
Re. 8,720. ^ ^ 

(e) The reply is in the affirmative. 
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(d) New 8pm may not be required but repairs to the existing spurs 
win be done if necessary, provided funds are available. 


He miaym e nt of allowanoie to Deputy omf Siil^-Deputy CoHeotori wlioii 
in rood ooee revaluation work. 

•LXVI. Baku BORODA PR08AD DiY: (a) Will the Hou’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state — 

(i) to what special works are the Deputy Collectors and Sub- 
Deputy Collectors deputed from time to time; and 

(it) what are the allowances paid to them during their various 
deputations ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no allowance is paid to them when engaged in 
road cess revaluation work? 

(c) If 80, what is the reason for this differential treatment in the 
matter of allowances? 

(d) Are the Government proposing to reconsider tjiis matter? 

. The Hoft’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA. BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (n) (i) Deputy and Sub-lX*puty Collectors are deputed to 
the followitig 8i)ecinl work: — 

(1) Settlement. 

(2) Land Accpiisition. 

0) Klias Mahal. 

(4) Butwara. 

(J) (ess revaluation. 

{ii) Generally allowances of KM) a nionlh to Dejuity Collectors 
ond Hs. f)0 a month to Suh-Ih*puty (Collectors are grantefl in the ( ase of 
Settlement and Land Acijuisition work and also in selected eases of khas 
mahal work for sj)eciul reasons. 

(b) The answer is in the affinnnlive. 

(r) Cess work is very largely mechanical; neither its nature, the 
amount of work nor the amount of touring involved are such as to justify 
the grant of a special allowance. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: Does the Hon’ble Meml>er think 
that the work involved in land acquisition and khas mahal business is 
of a mpch more difficult nature than the work involved in cess revalu- 
ation ? 

Tlw IriWi’bIt tht MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It is certainly much more resiwnsible. 
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Staam latmoh of Chittagong Exoiaa Dapartmant* 

aXVIl. Bitfiu ANILBARAN RAY: (a)Wm the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agncultare and Industries he 
pleased to state— 

(t) whether there is a steam launch for the use of the Excise 
Department at Chittagong; 

(it) whether it was purchased for the detection of opium smuggling 
by sea and big channels near Chittagong; 

(Hi) whether there have been any cases of smuggling successfully 
detected with the help of the said launch ; 

(iv) if so, how many cases were so detected ; and 

(r) the cost per month for the upkeep of the said steam launch? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that all the important and 
big opium smuggling cases were detected during the time of Rai Lalit 
Mohan Sen Bahadur before the purchase of the said steam launch? 

(r) Is it a fact that the said launch is used for pleasure trips by the 
Excise Sup<»rintendent and other officials of the district? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of selling off the 
steam launch and of carrying on the Excise work of the district as in 
the pre-launch days? 

Tha Hon’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI; 

(a) (i) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(if) The launch was built in Kidderpore Dockyard in 1906 for the 
Salt Dei)artment, for preventive work along the coasts of Chittagong 
and among the islands adjacent thereto. 

(lit) The launch has been used to check the smuggling of opium 
by boat along the coast from Bengal to Burma. 

(iv) The actual number of detections is not known and to ascer- 
tain the figure would involve an examination of the record of every 
excise case in Chittagong after 1906. 

(r) Cost of crew — Rs. 313 per mensem. 

Average cost of stores on basis of figures for* 1922-23 — Rs. 45 per 
mensem. 

(h) No special information on this point is available. Government 
are aware of the services rendered by Rai Lalit Mohan Sen Bahadur 
when he was in Chittagong. 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 

(d) In pursuance of the policy of retrenchment, it in proposed to 
dispose of this launch. 



^QUESTIONS. 11 

liNligttiioiis indmMm. 

UXVIll. Babu ROMES CHAMDRA BACCHIl (a) WiU tha 

fl<Ni*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Induftnes be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names and salaries of Government officers having expert 
knowledge in different industries; and 

(it) the period of their service in each case? 

(b) Is it a fact that development of existing industries of the Pi'ovince^ 
and introduction of new ones are among the avowed objects of the said. 
Department? 

(c) How many new industries have, since the Department came into- 
existence, Wen introduced in Bengal on Government initiative? 

((1) TN hat has been the result in each of those new industries 
introduced ? 

(c) What indigenous iiidustrits of the Province arc receiving special 
attention of the Department? 

(/) How is the Department helping the development of those indigen- 
ous industries? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

(a), (i) and*(fi) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(r) It cannot W said that new industries have been introduced into 
Bengal on Government initiative since the creation of the Department of 
Industries, but considerable assistani’c has been given to existing 
industries and new processes have Wen introduced. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) The following are some of the indigenous industries which have 
received the special attention of the Department, viz., tanning, weaving, 
dyeing, match manufacture, glass manufacture, glue manufacture, Wll 
metal, and conch-shell cutting. 

if) Tanning. — By research, training of students and apprentices, and 
demonstrations. 

Spinning and weaving and dyeing.— By devising improved methods 
and more suitable appliances; by teaching in the Weaving Institute and 
peripatetic and. stationary schools. 

Match Manufacture. — By a complete survey of the forests for suitable 
wood and examination of 120 species of wood. Investigating the bleach- 
ing of*l(lhngwa wood obtainable near Calcutta and successfully finding a 
process to make it suitable for the industry. By research into other 
problems, e/g., damp proofing. Bulletins have l)een published contain- 
ing the results. 
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Shellac. — By discovering improved metjiods of manufactore and 
teaching them. A bulletin has been published. ^ 

Glass manufacture. — Successful demonstration of utilisation ^of 
inexpensive salt cake, hitherto considered a valueless bye-product of the 
manufacture of acids, instead of expensive imported soda ash. 

Gur and sugar. — Investigating improved processes. 

Oil. — Discovering and publishing improved methods of refinement and 
deodorisation. 

The department has effected improvements in several other industries 
—-waterproofing o^ fabrics, soap manufacture, pottery, cutlery, basket- 
making, manufacture of vinegar, etc. 

These are some of the ways in which the department helps indigenous 
industries but the ans^wer is by no means exhaustive. 


Peons’ Uniforms. 

•LXIX. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Dejmrtment of Finance be please<l to state — 

(0 what is the amount spent annually on the uniforms of chaprassis ^ 
and peons employed by the Government during the summer 
and winter season, respectively; * , 

(tj) wlietlier the materials used for these uniforms are swadeshi 
(indigenous) or foreign; and 

(ill) the names of the firm that supidy these uniforms? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald) S (/) Uniforms for chaiuassis and jM'ons are a matter of 
contingent e.\|H*nditure : the inforinalioii reijuired is, therefore, not 
readily available and its colle(‘tion would involve an amount of labour 
incommensurate with its value. 

(/i)/-und (til) No general orders have been issued : controlling officers 
have full discretion provided the .'•anetioned rates are not exceeded. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Meml)er \ye kind enough 
to issue orders to the effect that indigenous and swadeshi cloths be 
used for the unifoims of chaprassis and i»eons henceforth? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I want fresh notice. 

North BMigal floods. 

*LXX. Mauivi 8AYEDAL HOQUE: Will the Hon^ble the )[ember 
iu charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state — 

(i) the causes to which the lost North Bengal flood was due; and 
(if) what stej)'-, if any, have been taken by the Government for the 
prevention of such occurrences in the future? 



ia^.J QUESTIONS. 13 

tlM Hon’lito lilt HkHAnMMHlRMk tAHADUR OF 
■IfllDWAM: (i) The North Bengal Floods of 1922 were due to very 
exiM^ve rainfall combined with abnormal floods in the Ganges into 
wi|io|^ the flooded area naturally drains. 

(u) Government have appointed a Committee of experts, official and 
non-official, to investigate the whole question and suggest })Ossible 
remedies; their report is expected shortly. In the meantime the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities are providing additional waterways on their 
system. 

Mr, NI8ITH CHANDRA SEN: What are the number of water- 
ways that are being provided for? 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I want fresh notice. 


Chandpur-Noakhali Railway line. 

*LXXI. Mauivi 8AYEDAL HOQUE: Will the Ilon’hle the 
*Minister in cliarge of the Department of Public Works Ix' pleased to 
state whether he is<*oiisideiing the desirability of drawing the attention 
of the Assnm-Bengal Railway authorities — 

(/) for arranging a through train from C’hand])ur to Noakhali; and 

(/f) for constructing waiting rooms in those stations where there are 
none on the said line? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(i) and (u) The attenticm of the Agent will be drawn to the subje(‘t 
matter of the question. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Carriages with open aides on Khuint-Bagerhat Railway. 

108. Maulvj 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: (a) U the Hon^le the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) 
aware that — 

(t)* the lower class passengers of the Ehulna-Bagerhat Light Rail- 
way have to travel in open carriages ; and 

(ti) the children and goods of passengers sometimes fall down from 
’ the carriage ? 
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(b) If 80 f are the Govemment coDsidering the desirability of asking 
the railway authorities for covering the carriages ? 

The HOfi’Me Hadji Mr, A. K, ABU AHMED KHAN CHUXNAVI; 

(a) (i) The lower class carriages on this Railway have open side# pro- 
vided with tarpaulin or canvas curtains to provide protection from the 
rain, 

(ii) No. report of any accident of this nature has been received either 
by Government or in the Head Offices of this Railway. 

(h) A certain number of the older lower class vehicles on the Khulna- 
Bagerhat Light Railway are to be rebuilt with bodies of the closed type. 
This railway is only a light tramway line and improvements in rolling 
stock can only be carried out gradually as funds permit. 


Commiisiofiers of aubtirlMA immioipolitieo. 

109. Mauivi WAHED H088AIN ; (a) Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state how many out of the total number of Municipal Commissioners* 
are — 

(7) European, 

(2) Hindu, and 

(3) Muhammadan 

in each of the municipalities oi — 

(?) Chitpur-Cossif)ore, 

(ii) Baranagar, 

(in) Eamarhati, 

(ir) Titngarh, 

(r) North Barrackpore, 

(ri) Garulia, and 
(rii) BhatparaF 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased also state the number 
of nominated and elected Commissioners in each of those municipalities F 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT LOCAL 
iELr*COVERNMENT (tlw Hon’M Mr. C. 8. Diitt)s (a) and (b> 

A statement furnishing the required information is laid on the table. 
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NUVBU OF MirVIClFAl COMMimolIBBS. 


vaaifir Xonidiiftiitr. 

SaropBaa. 

1 HlDdn. 

Muham* 

nudu. 

Total. 

XlMtwI. j 

KonUiatdd. 

Total. 

CoBsipore-Chitpur 

2 

0 

» 

12 

8 

4 

12 

Baranagar 

1 

11 

1 

13 

9 

4 

13 

Kamarhati 

2 

10 

1 

13 

9 

4 

IS 

North Barrackpore 

1 i 

12 

2 

13 

10 

6 

IS 

Titagarh 

1 

® i 

2 

2 

10 

• 

• 

* 0 

QamJia 

3 

^ 5 

2 

10 

• 

• 

a 

Bhatpara 

10 

1 8 

1 

i 

19 

• 

i 

a 


* Ai the elective lystem It not in force ali the Commiulonert arc appointed by Oovarnmani. 


Post of Registrar, Co-operative Sooistiss. 

i 

110. Babu SAILAilA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will thr 
Hoii’hle the* Minister in churg'e of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be plojised to state whether it is a fact that Rui Bahadur 
Jamini Mohan Mitra, Reftistnir, Co-operative Societies, Bengal, who 
left for England in connection with the work of the British Empire 
Exhibition, has left a note to the effect that none but a memlier of the 
Indian Civil Service should be apiK)inied to the i>ost? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Iloirble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons adduced by the Ilai Bahadur in 
support of his recommendation ? 

The Hon’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI; 

(a) Any notes which Kai J. M. Mitra Bahadur may have made ar© 
confidential. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Inoome from naiir taxss and savings offsolsd by rsCrsnohmsnt. 

111. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEYs Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table » 
statement showing — 

(t) the estimated and the actual inoome from each of the three neir 
taxes imposed during the period of the first Reformed Cornell; 
.and 
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(ii) the ameuntg retrenched by the Government during the last 
three years in the different departments, either of its own 
motion, or in term^ of the report of the Bengal Betiench- 
ment Committee P ^ 

The Hofl’Me Mr> Ja DONALD: (t) From the Amusements Tax — 

1922- 23: Estimate Rs. 30,00,000; Actuals Rs. 26,11,000. 

1923- 24: Estimate Rs. 30,00,000; Actuals Rs. 32,00,000 (Revised 

estimate on 10 months’ actuals). 

It is not possible to say how much of the increased income realised 
under Stamps or Court-fees since the introduction of the Amendment 
Acts of 1922 is due to the raising of the fees and how much to the 
natural growth of revenue or other causes. 

Rs. 

(n) 1921-22 ... ... 89,00,000 

1922-23 ... ... 49,00,000 

192.3-24 ... ... 12,78,000 

The statement shows Us. 32,00,000 as the revised estimate on 10 
tnonths* actuals. TheH<» figures will be revised, and I shall give you 
the correct figure.s on Tuesday next. 


Recruitment in Previncial Judicial Service, 

112. Mr. P. N. CUHA: {a) Will the non'ble the Member in 
<dmrge of the dudicial Department be pleased to state the exact number 
of lawyers enrolled as candidates for the i>osts of Muusifs? 

(h) Is it a fact that no one has Wn enrolled during the last two 
years? If so, why? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM* (a) The number of lawyers 
whose names now stand on the list of enrolled candidates is 95; but most 
of these have attained the age of 29. 

{If) Yes. I'he reason is that there is no possibility (as the cadre of 
the servile now stands) of making further appointments at present. 
Resides, the candidates already enrolled, there are a number of gentle- 
men who have ai tuully offieiatcd as Munsifs, awaiting employment. In 
iionie cases more than a year has elapsed since they held their last posts. 

Audit Af the tooounU of Criminal Investigation Dopartmant. 

113. Mauivi WANED H0S8AIN: (a)Will the Hon’ble the Member 
4n charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether the 
accounts of the Ciiminal Intelligence Department and its branches are 
audited annually? 
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(b) If io, when were last years accounts audited? 

MEMBER in ohtrgn of POLICE DEPARTMENT (Urn Hon’M# 
SIf Stoplionson) : (a) The accounts of the Criminal Investigation 
Dopoitment to which the member presumably refers, are, in common 
with other Departmental accounts, not audited periodically, but are 
subject to local audit by the Accountant-General at such time as he 
may select, under Finance Dei)artment Memorandum No. 31t3 F., dated 
the 10th January, 1924, a copy of which is laid on the table. 

(b) The Accounts of the Criminal Investigation Department, which 
were separated from those of the Inspector-General of Police in Feb- 
ruary, 1923, have not come under uinlii sim'c that date. 


Memorandum by the Oovemment of Bengal, Finance Dfimrtmeni [Finance), 
No, 313 F., doled the 10th January, 1924, referred to in the reply to 
clause (a) of unstarred question No. 113. 

A recent inspection of tlio accounts of some of the local officers and 'nff'tutionf 
in Calcutta has disclosed the existence of serious irrcRularities lending to defalca- 
^tion of public money. The Auditor-General in India is of opinion that these 
simultaneous and important frauds iridicaU'i a general laxity of control over the 
internal accounts of amportant offices and institutions in this Preaid'Mioy i*ri(l 
he has emphaSised the ne<'eRBity for closer control ns well hy the administrativt? 
as by the executive autliorities. At the same time the nature of the fraud* 
in many cases precluded detection hy the Central Audit t)ffic<‘, which, of nec«*ssity, 
proceeds on the assumption that an efficient cheek is maintained by local offiiH'rs, 

2. The .Accountant-General, Ilengal, has accordingly lieen authorised to 
institute a local audit of the accounts of such offices and institutions as he may 
himself from time to time select. It fhould be impressed strongly upon the 
heads of offices subordinate to nil departments of Government that the object 
of the audit is to afford them assistance hy bringing to their notite irregularities 
which they have not themselves been able to detect and that the full result* 
of such local audit can only be obtained if tho heads of offices cordially cOHiperate 
with the Accountant-General, Bengal’s inspecting staff. 

3. It must be clearly understood, however, that tho introduction of an 
occasional intensive local audit in no way lessens the responsibility of depart- 
mental and local offic'ers for the projMT chwking of receipts and controlling of 
expenditure. They will, as hitherto, be responsible for the proper maintenuncw 
of their accounts and of those of the officers sulmrdinate to them ; any they will 
be held personally liable for any laxity that may be brought to notice. 

A. MARK, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Excise poli^. 


114. Maillvt ABDUR RABHiO KHANs Will fhe Han*ble tbe 
Minift«r in* cbai^ of tbe Department of Agriculture /krid Industne* be 
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pleased to state the policy of the Government iowanls temperance and 
lay on the table a statement showing year by year, during tbe last five 
jears — 

(i) the number of country liquor shops; 

(n) the number of imported liquor shops ; and 
(in) the number of opium, ganja and bhang shops; and 
(iv) the revenue derived from each of them? 

The Hen’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIs 

The member is referred to my speech on the general discussion of the 
budget estimate for 1924-25. 

(t) to (in) A statement furnishing the information asked for is 
placed on the table. 

(iv) There are about 6,000 shops. The task of collecting the 
information asked for would be almost impossible and the labour involved 
in doing so would certainly be incommensurate with the value of the 
information when obtained. 


Statement of number of excise shops during the years 19 1 8’ 19 to 1922-23 asked^ 
M in clauses (i), (»i) and (m) of unstarred question No. 114, 


— 


1919-20. 

1920-21. 

1021-22. 

1022-23. 

Number of 

SllOIM. 

Number of 
shops. 

Number of 
shops. 

Number of 
shops 

Number of 
shops. 

Country liquor . . 

3,006 

2,969 

2,983 

2.851 

2,733 

Imported liquor 

602 

597 

727 

810 

778 

Opium 

820 

828 

835 

820 

824 

<Ianja 

1,265 

1,263 

1,267 

1,206 

1,184 

Bhang 

239 

249 

261 

266 

266 


Raoruitmofit in Provincial Judicial Service. 

IIS. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BMiadur: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
be pleased to state when the new B<^heme for the recruitment in the 
Provincial Judicial Service will be published? 

it a fact that no recruitment will be made till the new scheme 

i|f) |ti so, will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the^liSke of suspension d reemitment will be excluded from the age- 










iai.l QUESTIONS. 19 

tlw HonPMa Sir ABD-UR>RAHIM: (a)It is sot possiUe to say at 
prefe&t. 

(6) Probably not, for reasons given to-day in my answer to Mr. GuWf 
quesilbn on the subject. 

(c) It is under consideration how far this will be possible. 

North Bengal Floods. 

116. Dr. da M. DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether he is aware — 

(t) that during the last two floods in North Bengal, in the areas 

between the Sara-Sirajgunj Railway line and the Suntahar- 
Bogra line, the flood level did not subside sufficiently rapidly 
on account of want of sufficient waterway through the 
Sirajganj line, and 

(u) that the same cnuse has produced a diminution in the out-put 

of agricultural produce, jiorticulurly of the rabi croiw in 
the said area? 

o 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier lie ideasad to slate whether the 
Govenrtnent waro considering the desirability of providing udditional 
waterways through the iSara-Sirajganj Railway line? 

The Hon'ble the IIAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Yes, but it is not correct that the slow subsi* 

dence of the flood is entirely due to insufficient railway o|)enings. 

(ii) No, lieyond the immediate diminution caused by the flood.s. 

(b) Yes. 


DM Soheme Madnitthe. 


117. Maulvi ABDUR RASHID KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Education Tie pleased to staFo 
whether it is a fact that the ixilicy of the Government is to compel the 
Old Scheme Madrassahs to acbept the Reformed Madrasaah Scheme? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District and Divisional heads of the Educa- 
tion Department are systematically objecting to any aid being given 
to the Old Schetne Madrassahs either from Provincial or from I^ocal 
Funds? 

(c) Is it a fact that practically in some districts no granj ^aid 
are being paid to the Old Scheme Madrassahs P 


MINIBTIR in dMrgu of DEPARflfBNT of EDUOATtOll 
HmIR. MmM a. K. FaiMlI Hw|)Cp), (6f%nd (c) The 
MadraJhali ‘Scheme was introduced in the vear 1914 after matum 
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deliberation and the policy then adopted has proved on the wh(de to 
have worked well. It is not wise therefore to grant aid to the Old 
Scheme Madrassahs ; for it has become evident that any help given to 
an Old Scheme Madrassah correspondingly injures a New Scheme 
Madrassah. Consequently Government assistance has been limited to 
the Eeformed Madrassahs. 

Cess revaiiiation in Bankura. 

118. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: (n) Is the Hon^le the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware that 
the cess revaluation oi)erations that are at present going on in the 
district of Bankura are causing dissatisfaction in the district as the cess 
to be paid in connection with landed property is Ijeing increased and 
that in some cases it has been raised five times, ten times and some- 
times even higher P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Memlwr aware that the assessment on Khas 
lands of tenure-holders and zamindars is not l)eing mode according to 
the settled Land Revenue Policy as the annual value is being computed 
on the basis of the gross produce and not on the money rent which 
might reasonably be ex|)ected to be paid if they wer^ let wit to tenants? 

(r) Will the lion’ hie the Memlier be pleased to ascertjiin and state 
the letting value fixed by the Settlement Department for different kinds 
of land in the district of Bankura and also the value fixed for the same 
for cess revaluation? 

(d) If there be any discrepancy between the two, what action, if 
any, are the Government taking in the matter? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that many cultivating 
raiyats are l)eing wrongly treated as tenure-holders and are thus being 
made to pay cess on the annual value of their lands by virtue of a note 
under section iv4 of the Bengal Cess Act made by the Board of Revenue ? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of modi- 
fying the same? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes; after local inspection instructions have, how- 
ever, been issued by the Board of Revenue for revising the present 
system of valuation odopted and the excessive enhancement mmitioned 
will be reduced. 

(b) Ilf the district of Bankura khas lands of proprietors and tenure- 
holders are ordinarily let out on produce rent. Consequently the annual 
value of such lands has ordinarily been assessed on a produce rent basis. 
Where hbar llnds are :let out on cash rent, or where the proprietor or 
tenure-holder can show that the ordinary procedure in his ' estate or 
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t^re is to lei out khas lands on a cash rent^ the aisessment is made * 
tlt^ on a cash rent basis. 


(c) No letting value has been fixed by the SettlemenI Department 
for the various classes of land in the district. 

(8) The question does not arise. 

(e) In certain cases of hardship tenants who would be Treated as cess 
tenure-holders, on a strict interpretation of the note to section 24 of 
the Cess Act, are now as a result of the inspection being assessed as 
cess raiyats. 

(/) No. 


Babu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble MemW be pleased 
to mention any district except Bankura where the setllecl land revenue 
policy of Government has been unsettled, as in the case of Bankura, 
and the annual value of the land has been assessed on a reasonable 
basis P 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Ootton): This seems 

like to be a new question. I did not catch the whole of it. Does it arise 
out of your queftion P 

• 

BM>u ANItBABAN RAY: Yes. 

• 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: So far as I am awarej it has been started in Dacca. 


Appointment of honorvy megistretes in CaioiitUy Aliporo, and 
Seakkih. 

119. Mr. A8HINY COOMAR BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the MernWr iu charge of the Judicial Department kindly state the prin- 
ciple underlying the appointment of honorary Magistrates in- Calcutta, 
Alipore, and SealdahP 

(6) In apiK)inting an honorarj' Magistrate, is the Hou’ble the Mem- 
ber guided by tbe recommendation of the C/ommissioner of Police or of 
the Chief Presidency or any other Magistrate, or does he makiif any inde- 
pendent inquiry as to the antecedents of the candidate? 

(c) Is it a faot that some of the appointments are extremely ttBpoular 
with the legal profession as also with the public P 

Ttio Hon'Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Education, social poeition 
and willingness to perform the duties of the office. 

(b) The CommissioDer of Police is not consulted. B4MQomine|)dations 
mre made the C^ief Presidency Magistrate for Calcutta and by tbe 
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District Mai^strate and Divisional Commissioner for Alipoxe and SeaUah. 
Independent inquiries are also made when considered necessary. 

(c) Government have no information. 

Exoisa ravenue. 

120. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the incidence of taxa- 
tion (taking into account all kinds of taxes such as license, fees, duty 
etc.) — 

(i) per gallon of country spirit ; 

(ii) per seer of ganja; and 
(Hi) per seer of opium; 

in the Province of Bengal, with reference to the excise revenue realised 
in the Province under those heads in lb22-23 or, if all the figures for that 
year are not available as yet, in 1921-22? 

The Hoifble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

A statement showing the information asked for, for the year 1922-23„ is 
laid on the table. 


^i^ktement Tefetred to in the reply to unstarred question Nq, 120, show- 
'4 ^^9 ^ incidence of taxation (t) per gallon of country spirit, (ii) per 
seer of ganja, and (Hi) per seer of opium during the year 1922-23. 



1 

iJfCIDBlfCI or TAXATION 

PBE 

ProTince. 

Year. 

L. P. BalloA Of 
eoantry ipnlt. 


Seer of optam. 



Ra. 

Ra. 

Re. 

Bengal 

1922-23. 

15 8 

55*8 

79 


Consumption of liquor, hemp drugs and opium. 

121. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be pleased to lay on the table a statement showi/ig for the years 
1919-20 «md 1922-2^1 the total cx)n8umptiou of — 

(а) country liquor, 

(б) foreign liquor, 

(c) hemp drugs, and 

(d) opiuin, 
in Bengal? 










avEsnoNs. 


M- 


I lini* HM'Ma Had|i Mr. A. K. ABU AHMBO KHAN CHUINAVIl?* 

thowing tlie infoi^mation ^ked for is laid oa the table* 


Stabpnent referred to in the refdy to unstarred question No* 121^ show* 
ing the total cmisumption of country spirit, foreign liquor, hemp 
drugs and opium during the years 1019-W and 1922*23* 




TOTAL CONSrMPTIO.V OF 

PlOTlllCC. 

Year. 

Ooantry 

Bpim. 

Opium. 

OBOiA. 

SMdhl. 

ChATBA. 

Foiuuos uqcoa 



Oth^r than 
ootnmerolAl. 

ComowretAl. 



UP. 
gatlonA. I 

8«er». ! 

1 

8<«rt. 

Seen. 

i 

Bwrt. j 

ImperlAl 

SAikuui. 

Imi^lAt 

lAlkiiui. 

Benfil 

191S-S0 

755.2S6 

41.625 

at,0S6 

88.079 

1,158 1 

405,145 

858,870 

BBepd 


m.SbS 

40.256 

63,541 

17,986 

1,881 

461,571 

849.980 


Haadquartera of the Noakhali distriot. 

122. Maidvi 8AYEOAL HOgUE: (a) Will the ^on^le the 
Member in ^rhar^ of the Political ]>e}>artment be pleased to stata 
whether any necessity has arisen for the removal of the toifa of Nw 
khali from its present site ? 

(6) If so, where will the town headquarieni be located? 

(c) If there is no present necessity for the removal of the town, will 
the Hon’ble the Meml)er be pleasesl to state the reasons for the selec- 
tion of another site? ^ 

The Hon'ble Sir MUCH 8TEPHEMS0N: {a) and (b) Attention is 
invited to Government Resolution No. 2755r. of 14th February', 1922, 
a copy of which is laid on tho table. 

(c) Attention is invited to the reply given on 27th February, 1924, 
to Council question No. 97(6). 

Resolution by the Oopemmcnt of Bengal, Polilkal Department (Political), 
No. 2755 P., dated the lith February, 1922, referred to in the reply 0 
clause (c) of unstarred question No. 122. 

aasn- 

The nport of Um oomnUttee Appolaied by Uie Oovemmenl of Beosil to a^vIm oo the qoMUai of 
• BttltolilB Bite tor Um new heAdqtiarten of the KoaIUiaU dtftrtct la tliB ervot of the iMarloa 
oj^tb* eilBUttS OoTCiDiMiit bulkllosB. 

The erosion of the town of Noakbali hst been engaging the aiienUon of 
0ovemnetii for a considerable time. The policy followed has been to reiAtn 
the headquarters of the district at Noakliati as long at it }si|)Osidb]e to do 
SO, and at Hhe same time; pending more definite developmente, to provide the 
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mfegoard of a temporaiy proriiion which would onablo tho admiaittra^oii ol 
the district to b« carried on should existing puUic buildings disappaar, Aeo^- 
ingly certain temporary buildings were constructed to replace those washed §mny, 
and land was acquired in 1920 at Maijdi in the vicinity of Noakhali with a^Tiaw 

A 

to combining the use of the buildings left at Noakhali with temporary ones to 
be oonstructed, when required, on this site. Owing to the continued erosion, 

A dedsion has now to be come to as to the future headquarters of the di^ct 
should the abandonment of the existing town become unavoidable, aud, iu view 
of the divergent opinions expressed on the question of a suitable new site, the , 
Governor in Council considered it desirable that a public enquiry should be made 
by a small committee composed of officials and non^ffidals before whom all sections ' 
of the community could represent their views. A committee consisting of the 
following raemliers was therefore appointed; — 

(1) Tlie Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, President, 

(2) The Collector of Noakhali. 

(3) The Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle, 

(4) Babu Annada Charan Dutt, m.l.o., 

(6) Khan Sahib Baalul Haq, 

<6) Eai Raj Kumar Dutt Bahadur, 

(7) Balm Karuna Chandra Das, 

(8) Biaulvi Majibal Haidar Chaudhuri, 

to advise where the new headquarters* of the district could be located to the 
bes^ advantage, assuming its construction to be necessary. « 

The report of the committee which has been received has been carefully con- 
sidered, and the Governor in Council has decided to accept the recommendation 
made therein that the new headquarters of the district should be located at tbo 
site already acquired at Maijdi. Steps are being taken for the preparation of n 
project estimate for raisiig the site and the construction of the buildings most 
urgently required. 

ORDKRfiD that this resolution together witli the report of the committee be 
jvublished in the Calcutta Gazette for general information. 


By order of the Governor in Council, 

H. L. sti:phenson, 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengali 


Agrioultural Chemist 

m. Bl^uSAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURjS (a) Will the 
Hon’blo the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Indusirieti he pleased to state what work has been or is being done by 
the Agricultural Chemist? • ^ 

( 6 ) Will the Hon^ble the Minister he pleased to state the special 
qualifications ||CMtse« 8 ed by the present Agricultural Chemist on account 
of which he has been appointed to the 2)08tP 
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gtim l^i Mr. A. K. AtU AHMID KHAM QHUZNAVIl 

(i^The mMaW is referred to tlie Anniial Reports of the Agriouliurtl 
Oii^ertinent, Bengal. 

(i) The present Agricultural Chemist, Mr. M. Carbery, holds the 
degrees of M.A. and B.Sc. of St. \iidrows University with honours ill 
three subjects, vis., Chemistry, Physics and Mathematicf. He is also 
a Companion of the Distinguished Service Order and has been awarded 
the Military Cross for services in the war. After the war he spent a 
year at Manchester University for levision and research work in 
Chemistry. 


NON-OFFIOIAL MCMSERt SILL 

The Caieiitta Rent (A m andme n t) BiH, 1B24. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: In the absence of the Hon^ble Maulvi A. K. Fail- 
ul Huq, the Chairman of the Select Committee, I beg to present the 
report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Rent (Amendment) 
Bill, 1924, before this House. 

• Dr. H. Wt B. MORENO* 1 beg leave to move that the Report of 
the Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1924, be taken into consider- 
ation. The«Bill itself bos evoked so much discussion Iwlh inside and 
outside the House, that its passage through the House reminds me 
of a stoiy^ of the ugly ducklings, Aesoi/s fables, which all the other 
ducks wanted to reject, but which eventually turned out to be a 
beautiful swan. 1 hope this ugly duckling, winch is now being criti- 
cised and rejectwl on all sides, will eventually turn out to be a beautiful 
swan so far as the tenants of (’alcutta are concerned. So far as the 
Bill it.self is coiuerned, I understand there have lH*en jienned several 
notes of dissent. In addition there are eml)odied with the Bill amend- 
ments which will shortly come up for consideration lieforo thi.s Council; 
I will deal with each as it comes up for consideration. One of the 
particular points raised in the Seh’ct Cbmmittce was that the position 
of middlemen had to be considered. On the ruling, Mr. President, that 
such discussion was Iteyond the sc^pe of the Bill, the question was 
laid aside when the Committee sat. Briefly, the findings of the Com- 
mittee are these : That the Rent Act shall be extended for another yeqr, 
that is after the 31 si March, 1924, and that the scope of the Bill shall 
be limited to premises carrying rents of Rs. 150 a month only. Against 
these provisions there have been several notes of dissent, apart from 
the note of dissent regarding middlemen which I have referred to 
before. • Some claim that the Act sbould be extended for 3 years, another 
that it should be extended for two years, and still others that it should 
be extended for one year only. Then so far as the limitation of the 
Bent Act to premises carrying a certain rental only, Ihe Select Com- 
mittee have come to the oonclusion that only premises carryinir a Ytiii 
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of B«. 150 alioald be affected. Some of the members of tbe CkMnmittee 
bave sog’gested that there should be no limitation at aU, that the 
Act should apply, as in the past, to all premises in Calcutta. L for 
one, should be very pleased to see the Act apply to all premises in 
Calcutta. Failing that, however, there are my amendments before 
the House, that the Bent Act should apply to premises carrying a rent 
of Bs. 250 a month, and if that be not carried, that it should apply 
to premises carrying Rs. 200 a month. Then as regards the question 
of ^judicating standard rent, there is practically a consensus of opinion 
on that point that the Rent Act which should be extended only for one 
year, should not allow the landlord a further 5 i)er cent, increase, for 
that would lead to a good deal of litigation and all in the course of 12 
months. In fixing the standard rent, taking the Ist of November, 
1918, as the date fixed by the original Act, no further increase should 
be allowed if the Act l>e extended for one year only. On the other 
hand, the Select Committee thought fit to come to the conclusion that 
the percentage should be somewhat increased, that is by granting a 
further 6 i)er cent. When the matter was considered by the Committee 
regarding this further 6 per cent, increase, it was decided, 4 voting for 
and 4 against it, by the casting vote of the Chainnan; so that the, 
question' of a 5 per cent, increase did not meet with the unanimous 
vapproval of the Committee, there were dissentients. Theiamendments 
now before the House will carry out most of the suggestions made by 
the dissenting members of the Committee, and it is not ray purpose to 
discuss them now. Later when they are moved, they will be discussed 
by me and others. Meanwhile I move. Sir, that the report of the Select 
Committee be taken into consideration,’ 

Mr. G. 8. DUTT: In the unavoidable absence of the Hon^ble 
Maulvi A. K. FuJsl-ul Huii, who is the Minister in charge of the Local 
Self-Government Department, for the puiqwse ol this Bill, it has 
fallen upon me to explain the attitude of Government with regard to 
it, and I shall do so in as few words as possible. I may say once for 
all that Government adhere to the i>osition which they took up last 
month that they are opjxwed to the general principle of extending rent 
control l>eyond the 31st March, 1924. The attitude of Government 
has been misunderstood. It has been said that Government are 
actuated by a pro-landlord spirit. I propose on behalf of Government 
to narrate very briefly the history of this matter to show that the atti- 
tude of Government, from the very beginning up to this time, has been 
neither' pro-huullord nor anti-landlord, neither pro-tenant nor anCi- 
tenant, but that it has lieen a simple, consistent and reasonable •attitude 
— the only attitude which they could jxissibly have taken up. 

Now let us recall the circumstances under which rent control WM 
introduced in Calcutta. It was in March, 1920, when the Hon’ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan introduced a jpQl to 
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Ji|brtct the increase of rents in Caloatta.*^ He stated that this was 
iMlI^siiated by the abnormal situation which existed at that time as 
^ aonsequence of the war and this situation he described under 3 heads, 
aam%iy, — 

{%) that building operations had been restricted to a minimum 
during the war, 

(tf) that there had l)een an unusual and most extraordinary land 
boom, and 

(in) that wild and reckless si)ecula<ion was rife, 
and Government considen'd it necessary to intrmluce a mei 
rarily to restrict, control and limit the rise of rents in Calcutta sq as to 
afford temporary relief to the genenil public during the “tmiiHitional 
period which would elapse until these abnormal conditions disapi>eared/' 


Now, this abnormal situation consisted of three circumstances, I haV^ 
mentioned, namely, the restrietion of building ojienitions to a minimum 
during the war, tlie land Ikkuh which was then prevailing and tlie wild 
and reckless sjwculation which was then prevalent, and the promise 
given then was that this was essentially a temjKmiry measum designed 
to last so long as this abnormal condition lasted* The situation 
•was reviewed by the IToirble Sir Surimdra Nath Hanerjea Iasi year 
in this CVmncil in February, lO^Ji, and Uie jxjsition he took u[> tlien was 
that the alAormal situation which existed in no longer existed 
that the situation in February, l!)2ib was approaching the normal and 
that any further continuance of rent control would Ih^ unjustifiable; not 
only 80 , but that it w'ould l>e actually harmful fo have an extension of 
the Rent Act on the Statute Book, and he further staitMl that lookin|( 
at it from the point of view he placed before the Council, they must come 
to the conclusion that Ihe continuance of the Rent Act in the interest 
of the poor ratepayers was hardly justifiable, lliat was the position 
w^hich Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea took up in Febniary 1923. Now let 
us consider the situation as it now exists and which w'as explained a^ 
considerable length by the Hon'ble Mr. Fazl-ul ITuq last month. I 
shall only refer to it ver>' briefly. Let us see if any of the three con- 
ditions now prevails. The first condition is the restriction of building 
operations; stH'ondly, the land boom; and thirdly, the wild and recklesa 
speculation in land and houses. I am sure this Ckmncil will admit 
that Government are right in thinking that neither of thewj three con- 
ditions exists. Therefore, Government have come to the conclusion that 
the abnormal situation which existed in 1920 does certainly not exist 
now. If it did not exist when Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea spoke last 
year , in Februarj’, 1923, it certainly does not exist now. It is not 
neeessaVy for me to show in detail how it does not exist : the facts are 
before the C^mncil : they were stated in detail by the Hon*ble Mr, Facl- 
ul Huq and several other speakers last month. I shall now content 
myself by. simply aaying that this is the view that Government fake in 
this matter. The*^ponsiderations which prevailed 
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Ilr* PRESIDENTS We are now considering the question that the 
Import of the Select Committee be taken into consideration. Ton appear 
to he discussing the merits of the whole question, namely, whether the 
Bill should be passed into law or not. I think your observations will 
be more appropriate when the motion comes up for passing 
the Bill. The question now before us is whether the report of the 
Select Committee should be taken into consideration or not. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: I stand corrected and I accept your ruling. What 
I want to say is that Government do not oppose the motion for taking 
into consideration the report of the Select Committee, but Government 
will oppose the passing of the Bill. Government wish that their views 
should be placed before the Council and I should like to have an oppor- 
tunity given to me of doing so. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Of course, you will have an opportunity at the 
proper time. 

B«bu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: I must express my thanks to 
Mr. Dutt for kindly explaining to us the reasons which led Government 
to introduce the Bill originally. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is all on record. 

BalHl 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: At the very' outset I must submit, 
Sir, that I do not hold any brief for any party, either for the landlord 
or for the tenant, a-s I neither hire out any houses in Calcutta nor do I 
hire in any; I live in my own little cottage. Mr. Piesident, what strikes 
me most is this. I was not a mernWr of the old Council and lenlly I 
feel surprised that an Act like this could be luissed by this House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT • I am afraid you are falling exactly into the 
tame pit as Mr. Dutt. If you are opposwl to the Bill you are at liberty 
to make your speei'h at the end. The question now is whether the 
report of the SeUnit Committee should W taken into consideration. Have 
you any objection to that? 

BalMI 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: Am 1 to understand that the 
dUoussiun on the Bill will come later on? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You will have ample opportunity later on. If 
you have any reasons to advance <»u the matter under'discussion, you 
can do so now. 

BabitBARAT CHANDRA BA8US My arguments are directed* agakiat 
the Bill itself, so I reserve them for the present. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL fORREBTER: I do not know what is our pod- 
tion now. Are we considering the amendments nowf 
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PRESIDENTS I sliall put the Bill clause by clause, and then 
u|MNi each clause the amendments will bo moved. 


OS* H« W« B« MORENO* In view of your rulini^, Sir, I do not 
propose to say anyth inff more. 

The motion that the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta 
Bent (Amendment) Bill, 1924, bo taken into consideration was then 
put and agreed to. ^ 


CtArsB 1. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Cl-ATSE 2. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
•Bill. 

Or, H, B, MfORENO: I move that in clause 2 (7), line 4, for the 
figures “ 1925 ” tlie figures “ 1927 ** Ik* HulxKtituted, that is, the Act 
instead of running for one year, should be extended for three yearn. 
I desire, in this coniuM?tion, to advance only one or two cogent argu- 
ments in siip|)ort of niy contention. In moving that the Act bo extended 
for another three years and I hold that so far as the middle claMses of 
Bengal or Calcutta are concerm*d, there is a need for a protecting Act 
and that the protecting Act should continue for some years in the near 
future. The equilibrium may or may not have been reached so far as 
houses in the more affluent localities are concerned, but so far as the 
middle classes including Indians and Anglo-Indians, are concerned 
there is a distinct need for srmie such provision, for there the equili- 
brium has not l>een reached between supfdy and demand. In support 
of my contention, I would cite the Report of the Calcutta Rousing and 
Communications Committee which published its report towards the end 
of the year 1923. The Report has this telling sentence on page 2, para- 
graph 6:-— 

” The prepare pf aocoramodetion Mtill remains, espm'ially in the case of the middle 
elaMMi while the ability to pay has now betrome a far more prominent feature of the pro- 
blem than it wa« three yearn ago.*’ 

This goes to show there is real need for some protecting Act, inasmuch 
as the bouses for' the middle classes are insufficient for the tenants, who 
are in dire need of some housing accommodation. When the Govern- 
ment appointed such a Committee to go into the whtde matter, the 
Committee studied the whole question, and gave its views — and what are 
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its views ? The Oommittee has said that there was need Iw opem% 
out suburban areas : ttere was need for extending the tramways : th^ 
was need for getting the railways round about Calcutta electrified in 
order that the people might be able to go to other areas near b# and 
find accommodation for themselves. All these seem right and proper 
decisions to come to; but we realise that all these things are not d<me 
in a day. These are the mere findings of a committee, and we know 
that the mere findings of a committee cannot solvit a problem, actual 
work has tof be done. If the Act is extended to 1925 or if it expires, as 
it is expcot(»d to on the 31 st March, 1924, what will be tbe position of 
the middle-class tenants in Calcutta? They will be told that there is a 
possibility of oj)ening out the suburban areas, of the tramways being 
extended, but nothing at all will be done for them for tbe present. 
Meanwhile, what are they to do? We are asked to hope for tbe future, 
there is nothing for the present. Now I do not think that these good 
things promised will come into l>eing in the course of a year. You 
will refjuire considerable time to have your tramways extended or your 
suburban areas oisMied. Work has to be commenced, aieas have to be 
built upon. All sorls of facilities have to be provided and then these 
humble tenants will have some chance of finding accommodation else-# 
where. Improvements cannot be expected to be accomplished in the 
course of a year. Therefore, if you allow a three years’ limit, you will 
certainly be able to accomplish much of what is promisecl; and then 
there will l)e no further need for a’ protecting Act. 

T further intend, if nol)ody else intends in this Council, to move in 
the July session for the removal of some of the anomalies andMefects 
in the Bill. There are anomalies and defects, especially the 
defect which allows middlemen to come in like land sharks and swallow 
all the profits both at the exfKmse of the landlord and tenant. I recog- 
nise that tlie.se are defects that should be removed from tbe Act. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. You need not go into all these matters. What 
you are moving now is Uie substitution of the figures “ 1927 ” for the 
figures “ 1925,” You are not in order when you wander into the 
question of middlemen. * 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: My point is that I intend in the July ses- 
sion to bring another Amending Bill to remedy tbovSe defects. If this 
Act is extended for one year only there will be scarcely time enough for 
the people to enjoy the benefits of the Bill. If thi.s Amending Bill be 
intnxluce<l in the July session, the consideration of the Bill will occupy 
the (\nmcil for a month or two more. That means that these^ defects 
will l)e remedied by about October or November next, therefore the bene- 
fits of the Bill will Isj enjoyed by the tenants only for three or four 
months. For these rensons I desire to see the Act extended for at leati 
three years. It is very difficult to come to this Council later on and 
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lor ft tiu«e years further limit, thftcxitics a|f/aure to pounce upon 
^i^argionent that the Act has been extended for one year only and there 
ill ftO^^peed for a further three years. If I do bfing an Amendini? Bill and 
hhi^ the anomalies and defects removed, would this Council like that it 
sho^d be asked year after year for an extension of the Act for a year 
more and for another year and so on ? That will be a very bad course 
to pursue. If you are going to give protection, limit it for a definite 
period and be done with it. As to the other defects, they can be remedied 
in due course. In Jjondon the Government there has agreed to extend 
the Act till 1928, and the case of Ixjndon is on all fours with the case 
of Calcutta. The Bonil)ay Act has been extended up to 1925, but there 
is already an agitation on foot for a further extension. I wish to avoid 
all these future anxieties so far as Calcutta is concerned. T move thhn 
that this Act be extended up to 1927 so that the middle classes iiml, 
©specially the Anglo-Indian middle classes may find some relief. I 
speak specially for the middle classes that the Act should l>e extended 
for three years hy which time I hopi’^ that these suburhan areas will 1 k> 
opened out, better housing ncconim(»dation will provided, and there 
will he no further need for the extension of this Act. 

Babtt MANMAXHA NATH ROY being absent, the following motion 
standing in his name was deemed to Im* withdrawn : — 

** That in clause 2 (/), line 4, for the figures * 1925 * the figures 
* 1926 ^ be substituted.” 

Bibit DEBI PR08AD KHAITANs I rise to oppose the amendment 
mov€Kl by l>r. Moreno. The .strength of his argument is (juite clear 
from the fact that Maulvi Wahed Hossain who had a .similar amendment 
has not moved it and Bahu Manmatha Nath Iloy who was to have moved 
an amendment to substitute the figure ” 1926 ” in place of the figure 
** 1925 ” has not come forwanl to move his amendment. Sf> far as the 
intrinsic merits of the arguments advanced hy Dr. Moreno are concen<ed, 
it comes to this — that this Ilmise should extend the Act for another 
three years in order that my friend. Dr. Moreno, may have another legis- 
lative flourish in the month of July and move another Bill and show 
that he is a very good legislator. If this Act is extended only for one 
year, bo fears that’ in July this House will tell him that there is no need 
for any ftiHher* amendment of the Calcutta Rent Act because this Act 
would come to an end in March next, and therefore this House was not 
pfonared to waste its valuable lime to consider another long Amending 
Bin in hrdor to get) rid of intrinsic defects in the existing Act which ar© 
admitted by the mover of this amendment. I do not want to anticipate 
the arguments which Mr. G. S. Dutt has promised to advance to opfK>ae 
the enactipent of sub-clause (/) of clause 2 of the Bill. He has already 
given notice that be is opposed to any further extension oi the Calcutta 
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Rent Act. Dr. Moreno /advanced notliing but argumentum ai 
muericordiam using the adjective ** poor ** always with the norm 
tenant,” and he seems to think that by simply calling tenants poor it 
is sufficient that this Act should be extended for a period of three years 
and he wants to convince this House that the circumstances are so extra* 
ordinary that the tenants must be protected in an extroordinary manner 
for a period of three years. Sir, if tenants are poor consumers are al so 
poor. In fact, at least 90 per cent, of the inhabitants of this country 
are jioor, but what legislation has been passed in order to keep down the. 
prices of food-grains, and what is the reason that the price of wheat, 
the price of rice, the price of cloth and the price of other consumable 
articles has come down so immensely that the people find that they are 
much better off in the year 1924 than they were in the year 1920 as 
regards consumable articles? Sir, I fear that Dr. Moreno is making a 
great mistake as regards the application of the economio principles and 
seems to think that rent stands on a different category from the price of 
food-grains and the price of other commodities in the country. Just 
as the scarcity of currency has a bearing on the prices of other commo- 
dities, so also in the case of rent they are inalienably connected with 
the prices of other commodities all of which tend to show that the pur-* 
chasing iK>wer of the rupee has risen, and, therefore^ rents ^nust remain 
low so long as the purchasing power of the rujiee remains up. Dr. 
Moreno has not for a moment suggested that the purchasing power of 
the rupee has not gone up. In fact, he knows perfectly well that in 
the circumstances that exist at present, the purchasing power of the 
rupee is so liigh that rents cannot rise abnormally high, and especially 
the circumstanws that prevailed in the year 1920 which induced the 
Hon’ble the Muhurajudhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan to introduce an 
extraordinary law for the protection of a certain section of the i)eople 
no longer exist, and nobo<ly will l)e l)enefited by a further extension of 
this extraordinary measure. In the circumstances, I am opposed to 
any furtlier extension of the Act Wyond the year 1925, and I am even 
opposed to an extension of the Act up to 31st Marck, 1925, but in view 
of the fact that as a matter of compromise the figure “ 1925 ” has been 
accepted by the members of the Select Committee. I am not prepared to 
throw off the compromise if it suits the taste of the Members of this 
House. When I opposed the introduction of this Bill, I had the oppor- 
tunity to criticise and advance my arguments against 9 further exten- 
siort of the Act. Sir, at that time my argruments were criticised as 
smacking of capitalism. Capitalism is suppled to be a word sufficient 
to condemn a man unheard and without further arguments, but I am 
not ashamed of the word capitalism because I know perfectly well the 
relative value both of capital and of labour, and I know very well the 
difference that exists between capital and labour imd it ought to be 
known to each member of this House that labour cannot thiive unloM 
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8tii until capital is allowed to have l|l.f.tnll sway. In these circum- ^ 
silHioeS) although I am not inclined < to be unduly indulgent to* 
iliurds the capitalists, still I am in favour, when no extraordinary circum* 
exist, of allowing economic principles to have their full sway. 

I do not, therefore, think that it is desirable or expedient or necessary 
for the protection of any section of the people that this Act should be 
further extended. 

BibU 8URENDRA NATH RAYS I was one of the memWs of the 
Select Committee. I think the arguments advanced by my friend, Dr. 
Moreno, are not such that the Council ought! to be prepared to upset the 
findings of the Select Committee. The Bill has been introduced with 
the ostensible object of protecting the poor. I say if you want to pass 
any law for the benefit of the poor, you will have our whole-hearted sup- 
port, but if in the name of protecting the poor, you want to include the 
rich, you cannot Irave our sympathy. Those who live in houses the rent 
of which is Ils. 100 are of course poor men, whether they are Hindus, 
Muhammadans, Eurasian#— ~ 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDYS May I rise to a point 
• of order? The hon’hle member seems to be rambling from the amend- 
ment before the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is whether the 
figure “ 1927 ” should be suKstituted for the figure “ 1925.’* I was 
waiting to see where Bnbu Surendra Nath Ruy*s argument was leading 
to. 

BMmi 8URENDRANATH RAY! I really do not understand why it 
should be extended up to the year 1927. We all members of the Select 
Committee came to the conclusion that it should be extended for one 
year only. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: May I correct the speaker? He says 
** we, all members of the Select Committee, came to the conclusion 
but he should have said that there were members who differed. 

Bibll 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I say most of us. I really do not 
understand what benefit my friend will gain by extending the Act up 
to 1927. Does^he think that in the counie of the next 3 years a very 
lf.rge number of houses will be built wherein the middle class people 
will find sufficient accommodation? I do not think so. In fact, I 
have heard that the enactment of the Bent Act has put a stop to the 
buildiug of many houses. <The landlords who thought of building 
bouses are not building them. If that be so 1 think the amendmwt 
proposed by Dr. Moiwuo ought not to be accepted. 
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Mr. 4n CAMPBELL FORRESTER S 1 should exceedini^ly like to 
see the three years extension agreed to as proposed by Dr. Korenp but 
I fear, Sir, there is a great possibility of losing the intention of the Act 
entii^ly if we agree to such a course. I can see the landlord's sid|^ 
of this question as well as the tenant's and while 8ub>letting reir&lig a 
part of the Bill it would be a grave injustice to extend the Act in its 
sent form for three years. With the object of endeavouring to gain the 
symiiathy of landlords so that the anomalies of the Bill may be corrected 
within one year, I have therefore modified my amendments to one year 
and I trust Dr. Moreno will see his way to withdraw his amendment so 
that he will not jeopardise the extension of the Act. I do it because the 
majority of the members of the Select (’ommit^ee agreed tc one year 
and it is no use saying that there were many against it. We are ruled 
by majorities and the majority agreed to one year and there is the 
great possibility of the Bill being thrown out entirely if the three years 
is pressed for, therefore I think it would be undiplomatic to urge the 
House to vote for this as in that case when we come to the Ib per cent, 
increase to landlords they will then make a strenuous fight. 

Mr. PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs I am really sorry to find 
that Dr. Moreno has not accepted the suggestion of Mr. Forrester. As 
he has not chosen to accept the suggestion, I am afraid I must oppose 
Dr. Moreno's motion and that for the following reasdtis : ^ 

The Act is admittedly defective. The Act admittedly interferes with 
the ordinary contractual rights of parties and therefore it would not 
be right to extend it beyond what is absolutely necessary. If the situ- 
ation continues to be such as to justify extension it will be open to 
Dr. Moreno or to any other member of the House to move for its 
extension later on. On the other hand a good deal of mischief will be 
done if it be extended now by three years. The admitted defects of the 
Act as also the real remedy will be lost sight of. As I pleaded on 
another occasion in this House that if we wanted to remove the difficul- 
ties of the tenants we could effectively do so not by tinkering legislative 
measures of this kind but by tackling the problem on the basis of the 
law of supfdy and demand — by making the supply easier and cheaper 
than it is at the present moment. Afler all it is the law of supply and 
demand which must settle problems of this kind. Although it may be 
necessary at times to deviate from that law but if we deviate from it for 
a considerable time and without pressing need, it will, like the boom- 
erang be hurled back on us. I really am unable to follow Dr. Moreno's 
reasons. He says he wants to introduce his new and improved 
Bill in July and therefore the present defective Act should be extended 
for three years. If he is going to bring in another and better Bill in 
July then why extend the present Act for three years? Bring in a 
better Bill and if the House approves of that Bill it may be kepi in 
force for one, two or three years if necessary. Therefore, as Ibis is 
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t tWly a Bill introdnced ’in a hmy— Dr. Moreno hiawelf statoa 
his own Bill is defective — I hope Dr. Moreno will withdraw his 
altbiion. 


Mil Ct ^ OUTTi Government op|)08e the extension of the Acf for 
three years for two reasons. One is, as I have nh'eady stnted, that Ooveres**' 
ment are convinced that any extension of rent control would bo injurious 
to tenants aa well as to landlords; and secondly, that ahnomial oondi- 
tions, which justified rent control, have practically ceased to exist. 
The only way in which the interest of tenants can l)e serveti is to allow 
supply and demand to adjust thems^dves. The reason given for the 
extension of the Act for three years lussuines that in three years* time 
the suburlwj will be developed and it also assumes that rent control 
was introduced for the purpose of giving protection to a certain clast 
of people until the suburbs of Calcutta were developed. I have already 
stated that these were not the reasons for which rent control was 
introduced. It was introduced to meet abnormal situation cn»ated by 
the war. If you are to wait till the suburbs of Calcutta are develojied 
you will have to wait not for three years but for 30 years. Therefore, 
your asking for an extension for three years is not consistent with the 
^realities of the situation. There is nothing to show that at (he end of 
three years you will not have to cx)me forwonl to say the same thing 
for the sarae^ reasoifc because it is practically certain that the suburbs 
of Calcutta will not be develoi)ed in the course of that j>eriod. There- 
fore, Government, consistent with the attitude they have always taken 
up, oppose rent control in any shape or form for a further period of 
three years. 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEEO 8UHRAWARDY: The House did me 
the honour of asking mo to serve on the Select Committee on the Rent 
Act. I attended the meetings but owing to my absence from (Calcutta 
for various reasons which I nml not go into here, I was unable lo sign 
the Report of the Select Committee; but even if I had done so it would 
have been worse than useless, l>erttuse I disagree entirely with all the 
clauses that have been suggested by the Select Committee. On this 
. particular point I endorse heartily the amendment which has licen move^ 
by Dr. Moreno. I am glad that I had an ©importunity of hearing 
Mr. Khaitan. It is true that no legislation has yet been undertaken 
to control the prices of cotton goods or ric^ and grain, but a time may 
come when on account of the depredations of certain gentlemen who 
go about the countiy* cornering rice and grain repressive or ri^strictive 
legislation may have to l>e taken in the same manner as in the matter 
of rents. I feel certain that this House will again desircffb extend the 
time for a further period if we limit the Act only to one year. We feel 
absolutely certain that one year will hardly make any difference in the 
law of supply and demand in Calcutta and instead therefore of conti- 
nnally coming before this House with amendmcmts year afi^ year it 
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will certainly be more aoitable if we fixed a definite period of ibrai 
years. Tbe landlord will know exactly where he stands and so wil] 
the tenant. It may even give an opportunity to Mr. Campbell Forrestei 
to come forward with his legislative flourish or to Mr. Khaitan and 
other landlords to come forward with their legislative flourishes sb that 
the admitted deficiencies of the Act may be redressed. As a mattei 
of fact if we had it only for one year and the landlords feel that in the 
meantime they may be able to bring round the Council to their view 
they will not try to remedy the defects of the Act. If we have three 
years I do not doubt that even Mr. Mitter may come forward with his 
own Bill. I therefore support wholeheartedly the amendment of 
Dr. Moreno. 

BldHi 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: As I was submitting to you I 
have got no particular inclination for one party or the other, but what 
strikes me is this ; that this is a piece of legislation which ought never 
to have been undertaken. It is rather curious that the Bill had 
been introduced originally by the Hon^ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan. What strikes me is this : that this Bill and the Act that was 
passed is a direct encroachment upon the rights of the landholders as 
given by the Permanent Settlement of the revenues of Bengal. Calcutta 
came within its purview and I do not think any person has profited 
more by the Permanent Settlement of the revenues of Bengal than the 
Mon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan who is now a 
Member 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN! It is an incorrect statement, Sir. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: He is one of the greatest 

Mfi PRE8IDENT! We need not go into that. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: What I mean to say is this: 
There have been~I am quite sensible and I believe the members of 
this House are sensible of the fact that there had been — various en- 
croachments on the Permanent Settlement of the revenues of Bengal; 
and it is high time that either this encroachment should be put a stop 
to or we should seriously consider whether the Permanent Settlement 
of the Revenues of Bengal ought to stand any longer. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! I am afraid you are again wandering from the 
point at issue, that is to say, whether we should extend the Rent Act 
lip to 1926 or up to 1927, 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BABU: The Permanent* Settlement of 
Bengal not ^jpl^^ffected by the Queen's Proclamation but also thene 
was legislation, that is, Regulation I and Regulation YIU of 179S. 
These Regulations give absolute power to the holders of lands and to 
dispose of their property to the best advantage subject to certain 
jestriotions. 
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I TIm NM'bto tm MAHARAJAOHIRMA BAHADUR •( 
IMtDWANl Are we discussing the Permanent Settlement, Mr. Pre«i- 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sarat Babu. I was becoming so fascinated by 
your historical survey that I omitted to notice that you had travelled" 
from the subject-matter of the discussion. The sole question is as to 
whether we should extend the Act to a period of one or three years. 
The arguments which you are now advancing will apply admirably 
when y€a speak against the motion that the Bill be |»assed. 


BNbu SARAT CHANDRA BASUl What I mean to say is this: 
that Permanent Settlement was the work of the Sovereign as well as 
of the Government of India which also enacted the laws regulating 
the Contract and the law regulating the Transfer of Property, I mean 
Act IV of 1882 (India Council Act); and this House, to my mind, has 
got no power to override or repeal or modify any of the provisions of 
the Transfer of Property Act or of the Indian Contract Act. The most 
that this House can do is to send recommendation to the Government 
of India about the matter so far as Calcutta is concerned. But having 
got the Indian Contract Act of 1872 and the Transfer of Property Act 
•of 1882 existing and operating in this country and in Calcutta, I do not 
think that this House will have any legislative power to modify the 
provisions of*any of these Acts. That Is my contention. Now in this 
very House during the last one or two months when we were discussing 
the Repressive Laws we— 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Sarat Babu, will you come to the point at issue? 
The Transfer of Property Act, the Indian Contract Act, Repressive 
Lnw.s and such tojncs have nothing to do with the subject-matter under 
discussion. If you continue in that way, I am afraid I shall have to 
request you to resume your seat. 

BalW SARAT CHANDRA BASU: I stand corrected, Sir. But what 
I mean to say is this: that it may not be said hertMiffer that because 
we have passed one Bill we have got to pass other Bills. My object 
in submitting that was to prevent any bad precedent l>eing made. It 
is no doubt true that the point has never been taken in any court of 
justice. I was waiting to see whether this point was taken ; and unless 
this matter is judicially determined I do not think we could come to 
any final conclusion aliout the matter. But I daresay some such ques- 
tion is sure to copie up as it is a point which is apparent on the very face 
of it which I ask the Hon’ble Member to take into consideration. If 
we find that it goes in any way contrary to the provisions of the Indian 
Contract Act and contrary to the provisions of the Transfer of Property 
Act we ought to withhold our assent. 

Mr. PREfIDBNTS From beginning to end you have never referred 
to the subject-matter of the discussion. 
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BilNl 8ARAT CHANDRA BASUs I wanted, Sir, to lay the axe at 
the very root. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: We are now engaged upon the branches of the 
- tree. 

BMni 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U. I have nothing further to say. 
Sir. 

Mr. H. BARTON: The question is whether the Act should be 
extended for one year or as Dr. Moreno proposes, for three years, that 
is up to 1927. I have no desire to waste the time of the House in repeat, 
ing the arguments already put forward by Mr. Mitter bearing on the 
many defects in the present Act. In spite of these defects the result 
of the various meetings held by separate communities of Calcutta 
shows that tenants would prefer to put up with these defects, rather 
than have a new Bill at all, for a period of one year at least, and if 
possible, in the meantime to have these defects remedied. I wish parti- 
cularly to point out. Sir, that Dr. Moreno and myself are here nothin 
our individual capacities, we are here to carry out the wishes of the 
community we represent and I am unable to understand what difficulty 
Dr. Moreno has in submitting to the reciuest to come down to one year 
when this is the special request of the community which both he and 
I represent. I would ask Dr. Moreno to again remember fhat he is here 
to speak for his people, and to respect their wishes by having the Act 
extended for one year only. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Beplying to the arguments put forward 
in this Council, I will deal briefly with some of the most important of 
them. 

Mr. Khaitan has twitted me in this Council for having a desire 
to iK)se as a great legislator. I can best meet the charge by accepting 
the title so long ns my acts ns a legislator are for the benefit of the 
people. He also accuses me of introducing the word por ** before 
the word “ tenant.” As far as I remember I have not done so. I have . 
siK)ken of the ” midfile class people ” who siwcially need protection 
for the time being. He also told the House that there was no Act 
against profiteering in food-staffs and grain and that, therefore, there 
should be no Act for rent control. I fail to see the force of this argu- 
ment. If we cannot thrust back an evil in one direction why are we 
'to be restricted from stopping another evil in an altogether different 
direction? Then, Sir, there has been a great deal of laboured argu- 
ment upon the higher pui chasing value of the rupee, I am not con- 
cerned with such platitudes. I go to real facts. Bents in Calcutta, 
so far as smaller hq^ses are concerned, are going up daily and any one 
who cares to go into the question or even to take the trouble ol going 
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the coreftpondence publiis^hed in the pupers, will see that thana 
is a real grievance so far as tenants are concerned. This grievance 
hiM) to be remedied and no amount of perfervid oration can minimise the 
evil. 

Mr. Surendra Nath Ray in dealing with the question has said that new 
buildings are not coining into being owing to this Act, but he forgets 
that the Rent Act does not affect houses that are at present being built 
in Calcutta. They are absolutely free from the control of the Act. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Basu 8|K)ke a good deal about coming to the 
point, but unfortunately he ne%’er did come to if. His speech reminds 
me of the storj’ of a young^ budding lawyer dealing with a case before 
a Court. He was very anxious to shine as a legal luminary and he 
began by saying that in the beginning there was law at the time of 
creation. The tTudge agreed with this but said that be would juefer 
getting nearer to the case. The lawyer next said: “ Then, my lord, 
we come to the Deluge/* ** Ah!" said the Judge as he heaved a sigti 
of seeming relief, " we are getting nearer now/* 

Babu Sarat Chandra Hivsu lu^gun with the Permanent Settlement 
and sixike very learne<Ily of the Indian Contract Act and other suck 
A<ts and how this pro|Kised Act would violate the pi‘t)visions of these 
old established Acts. But if he had taken a little trouble to l(M)k up 
the preamble of this Bill Wfore he put forward his arguments he would 
have s(*en that so far as the consent of the (Government of India is con- 
cerned, the sanction of the Governor-CGeneral has already l)eea secured 
to bring forward this Bill before the House. 

\h regards Mr. Barton’s suggestion, that I do not rej>resent 
Anglo-Indian views, I give the lie to this by saying that I am giving 
expression to Anglo-Indian sentiment when I plead for the extension 
of the Act for three years more, instead of one us contemplated by him 
and others. 

BiribM SARAT CHANDRA BASUt On a fK>int of order, Sir. It 
Dr. Moreno in order in referring to me a young budding lawyer? 

Mfa PRESIDENT: He said nothing of the kind. He was referring 
to the case of a young budding lawyer by way of illustration. 

Dr. H. W..B. MORENOs I was looking for any further argument 
in favour of limiting this Act for one year only, but so far, I regret 
to sayi 1 have not found any which could satisfy me. *1 hold that unlett 
and until adequate accommodation can be found — it may come within 
the course of three or more years — until that is done the extension of 
this Act in order to relieve the anxiety of tenants is justified. I, there- 
fore^ move that the Act be extended for three years more. 
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The motion being- put a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


Ah«m«d, Mftulvt AiimiMldlfi. 

Ahmtd, Maiifirl TayAbtidtfln. 

Ahm«d, Mauhrl zannodr. 

All, Mtuhri UyyMf tuiton. 

■Mohl, aabu IfWMt ChaiidrA. 

■artdiii Mr. H. 

ChakravortI, labu Joftiidra Chandra. 
Chaudburl, Nawab talyld Nawab All, 
ICIuifi Bahadur. 

Chaudhury, Maufvl Md. Nunil Him. 
Ohuadhury, Maulvl dalytd Abdur Rob. 
Cholnuddin, Khan Mahadur Maulvl Md. 
Ohundtr, Mr. Nirmai Chandra. 

Codhran, Mr. A. 

Cattlf, Mr. J. 

Dat, Mabu Charu Chandra. 

Da«, Or. Mahlnt Mohan. 

Dlit, Mr. 0. II. 

Oil Oupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Otatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Forratlor, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Oafur, Maulvl Abdul. 

Oordon, Mr. Ai. 0. 

Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Had, thah iytd Emdadui. 

Hoduo, Mf uivt Sayadai. 

Hottain, Khan Oahadur Maulvl Mutharruf. 
Hottain, Maulvl Wahtd. 

Httd, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Jaardar, Maulvl Aftab Hotsaln. 

Khan, Maulvl Abdur Havhld. 

Khan, Maulvl Amanat. 

Khan, Maulvl Mahi Uddin. 
tal Mahammad, Hajl. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Batar. 


Malty, Oabu Mahandra Nath. 

Matih, Mr. lyad M. 

Mitra, Mabu datandra Math. 

Mitra, Bahit tatyandra Chandra. 
Morana, Or. M. W. E 
Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar Crfa Chandra. 
Natfctr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naafi, Babu Monmahan. 

Pahiawan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
ehlllp, Mr. d. Y. 

Quadaiv Maulvl Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Obb. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. 

Ray, Babu Magandra Marayan. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Kumar Bhib Bhakharatwar. 

Rom, M«>. 0. r. 

Roy, Mr. D. M. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Bataawripatl. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Blngh. 

Roy Chaudhurt, Mr. K. C. 

Barfcar, Babu Homanta Kumar. 

Barkar, Babu Nailnlranjan. 

Barkar, Maulvl A4^h Bukih. 

Batmal, Mr. BIrandra MaUk 
Ban, Mr. Mlalth Chandra 
Ban Gupta, Mr. d. M. 

Buhrawardy, Or. A. 

Buhranardy, Mr. Hutayn Bhahaad. 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajb Uddin. 

Travart, Mr. W. U. 

Yasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


NOES. 


AddamfWilllamt, Mr. C. 

Alay, Mr. B. Mahboob. 

Oay, Mr. 0. 0. 

DanaW, tha Hon'bla Mr. d. 

Oonovan, Mr. d. T. 

Oaai, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

IRitt, Mr. a B. 
tmaraon, Mr. T. 

ParoBUl, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Ohutnavl, tha Hon'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

Han, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahlrul. 
Khaltan, Babu ObbI Prtaad. 

Khan, Babu Mandra tal, 

Lam, Raja Rbahoa Oaaa. 

LUMtll, Mr. H. 0. 

Maharajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdaran, 
tha Hon'bla tha. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mittar, Mr. Pravaah Chundar. 

Mobarly, Mr. A. N. 

Mukarjl, Mr. B. C. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla BIr Abdmr^ 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 

Roy Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur Batyandra 
Hath. 

Btaphomon, tha Han'Wa Bir Hugh. 
Btuart-WiRiamt, Mr. B. C. 

Bwan, Mr. d. A. L. 


The Ayes being 70 and the Noes 30, the motion was carried. 

Mr. H. BARTON : I mor* th*t clanse 2 ( 2 ) and 2 ( 3 ) be omitted. 
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'jR I' 

I am unable to understand bow any committee appointed specifically 
lot the purpose of meeting out justice could have submitted a report 
^kich on the face of it and in erery line of it conveys a report of , 
injustice. I take it, Sir, that the view of everj'one in this House is 
that if justice is to be dispensed it must be dispensed equally for all. 
If you are going to make a dividing line on the grounds of ** rich and 
poor'* you are then undoing the very purpose which the House has just 
now decided by passing the Ist clause, namely, protection to the tenants 
in the shape of rent control. But in this clause you are going to 
restrict the operation of the Act, A landlord is precluded from rais- 
ing the rent of ^ tenant who is paying Rs. 150 a month, but the Act 
empowers him to squeeze from the tenant who is paying a larger rent 
a still larger sum. So, Sir, you are removing one evil but creating 
another. Evidence goes to show that the people who are in better 
positions in life have often to spend one-third of their income towards 
the payment of rent. People who in previous years were able to live 
in entire flats are now compelled to share them with others in order to 
avoid the excess rents that arc being demanded of them. Therefore 
it is clear that if you pass this part of the Bill which provides for 
%a limitation in the amount of rent to be brought under control, you 
are merely — as I have already pointed out — transferring the evil from 
one class of^people* to amjther. Sir, throughout the debates in this 
House the popular view expressed has lieen equality for all — justice for 
all — and liberty for all without distinction. If we claim these things 
how can we do so if we retain this limitation clause in the BillJ' What 
we are now to dei'ide is whether or not we should be justified in accept- 
ing this clause providing for a limitation as between the rich and the 
poor, if I may use the term. If you investigate the mutter you will 
find that the few who are rich in the real sense of the word are infinitely 
worse off and find it infinitely more difficult to cope with the large 
rents than a man in poor circumstances finds with lesser rents. I do* 
not wish to say much more about it, because it must lie obvious to all. 

I think no argument is re<iuired on the point that {be provisions of 
this Bill should operate equally to the benefit of the rich and the jioor; 
so, Sir, I hope this clause of the Bill will be omitted. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Chamber tud 
Kumar Shib Sbekhareswar Ray took the Chair. ) 

CAMPSELL FORRESTER! I object entirely to sub-idause ( 2 ) 
of clause 2. It makes a class distinction when you lay down the limit 
of rent to be protected up to Rs. 160 which is undoubtedly a very small 
rent. Some members here may say that you have class distinction in 
the Rent Act as it is in England. But there you have a distinct differ- 
ence because a person who lives in a house of £100 per year at home 

generally a man that requires no protection ; that is to say, he lives 

..... - -^ 1 .. _ 1.1 1 . • . 
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lives in a house for Rs. 500 a month takes that house generally because 
he could not get a more suitable one, the result being that he has gat 
* to take in paying guests in ord^r *to pay his household expenses. 

I presume, Sir, that most people in this House have come in contact 
with individuals who have to keep up appearances. Their profession 
demands that they must live in respectable quarters and keep up a high 
standard of respectability. They never complain of poverty. They 
do not keep on agitating for anything, they go on living peacefully 
and quietly struggling along for an existence. It is one continual 
strain to make both ends meet year in and year out. Are you going to 
throw these people who are really deserving of protection out of the 
pale of this Act? Surely, Sir, this House will do nothing so uncharitable 
and wrong. 

Now, Sir, there is another point and that is a very telling point. 
If you limit the protection to rents up to Rs. 150 only, a month, let us 
see what may happen. Suppose you have a house for Rs. 200 a month 
and sublet a room to a tenant for Rs. 70 a month. The landlord can give 
you notice to quit hut the sub-tenant will according to this Bill remain, as 
the landlord cannot turn him out as his rent is under Rs. 150 per men- 
sem. That is a position. So you are making confusion worse con-* 
founded. We hove sufficient complications in the present Act. We 
do not want to add others to them by limiting rents to Rs. 150. I 
hope this point has Wn brought home to you quite clearly. The 
landlord gives the tenant-in-chief notice to (juit but be cannot give 
the sub-tenant any such notice. 

Now, Sir, the usual argument has been trotted out by .som#^ members 
here, who say ‘‘ why are you going to limit the profits of landlords bin 
not restrict those of merchants? Why should jute, coal, steel, shipping, * 
and other merchants go on getting exorbitant profits, and yet you will 
not pt*nuit the landlord to do so?” Sir, the differeiuve is so great that 
there is no (V)raparison. The landlord secures a site, but liefore 
doing anything he wantwS to see a sure (> per cent, before he starts build- 
ing. On the other hand, the merchant secures a site. After building 
he has to buy machinery, employ workers, buy the raw material and • 
sell the finished artiide. The whole proposition is bristling with the 
problem whether it will be a success or not, and the difficulties of making 
industrials a success is understood by those who invested in them during 
the war boom. Should it l)e a success, he goes on extending and giving 
more employment doing good and helping on the country, and has to be 
energetic all the time. On the other hand the landlord after building 
his house has got nothing else to do by way of energy. His house 
increases in value in the meantime by the energy of the merchant so 
touch so that he practically gets whatever rent he desires. That is the 
difference between \\s^ merchant and the landlord. There is no compari- 
non between them. So I hope, Sir, that the House will show its dis- 
approval of this clause restricting rents to Rs. 150 per mensem by voting 
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the restriction of the rent which is sought to be imposed hf this 

elniise. 

So I formally move that clause 2 {2) and clause 2 (3) be omitted. 

BMhi DEBI PROEAD KHAITAN! I rise to speak a few words on 
this amendment because I am rather amused to find that the represent* 
atives of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce are supporting protection. 
Whenever protection has been needed for the development of the 
industries of this country nobody has raised his voice more audibly and 
more vociferously than tlte Bengal Chaml>er of Commerce against the 
imposition of protection. Then they went to the fullest length of 
free trade. But when it comes to the question of rent — a question that 
affects their own i>ookets, then suddenly they get trausmutetl from the 
j>o8ition of free-traders to the position of protectionists. I can only 
hope that when the time comes for the representatives of the Bengal 
ChamW of Commerce to help the development of the industries of 
this country they will be consistent and support protection so that the 
country may bec'ome richer and may have more food to eat and more 
money to spend on the necessities of life. 

Mft C. 8t DUTT! On behalf of Govern^ient I wish to state the 
p<^sition of Governuiient in regard to these amendments. It is this: 
As I have iilready stated mi behalf of (toverninent, the iMwition of 
Government is neither a pro-landlord nor a pro-tenant one. Their 
position is one of ('onsiHtent opixjsition of rent control. Once this is 
made clear Government would be satisfied. 

With regard to the details as to whether control should l)e limited 
up to Rs. 150 or to Us. 200 Government have nothing to say and 
^ Government will abstain from voting in this matter and leave tho 
Council to de<*ide the extent of control that may meet the best interests 
of tenants and landlords. 1 hoi)e this decision will l>e a test of Gov- 
ernment’s position that they are neither anti-tenant or anti-landlord. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: Do that on all occasions. 

Mr. PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: May I know whether Gov* 
emment will vote on either side? 

Mr. C. 8. DUTTS As 1 have already said, on these amendments 
which are not questions of the general principle involved, namely, the 
extension of rent control, Government will refrain from voting and 
remain neutral. 

Mr. PROVA8H GHUNOER MITTER: I desire to say a lew words, 
now that tbe atmosphere has been cleared by the announcement that 
Government is not going to vote on either side, and I hope that the 
question will be decided cm its merits. 
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When this matter was being discussed in this Council prior to tho 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee I submitted for tbe conaideia* 
tion of the House that although I was opposed to any extension of 
the Act I could understand the extension of the Act for the benefit 
of the poor. In the Select Committee Mr. Nisith Chandra Sen moTed 
for Rs. 150 and it was accepted by a majority of the committee and 
it is on this point that the House has now got to vote. I submit, Sir, 
that a man paying Rs. 500 as rent has no justification, has no right 
to claim protection. I hope that the recommendation of the committee 
will be accepted because there might be some justification and protec- 
tion for the poor. We need not stretch a point in favour of men who 
are not poor. 

Tha CHAIRMAN (Kutnar Chib Shekhareswar Ray): I will now 
put the question. 

Mfi d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, on a point of order. Has 
not Mr. Barton any right of reply? 

The CHAIRMAN (Kumar Shib Shekhareawar Ray): The mover of 
an amendment has no right of reply. 

The motion was then put and a division was takej withihe following 
result : — 


AYES, 


Huq, MauivI Ekramul. 
tlafias, Mr. J. A. 
Marana, Or. H. W. t. 
Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rata, Mr. 0. F. 
Travart, Mr. W. L. 
Vllllart, Mr. Itfward. 


NOES. 


■artoffi, Mr. H. 

ehaiMNittri, Nawab taiyitf Nawab Ail, 
Khan Rahabur. 

Ohfiniiieiii, Khan Rahabur Mauivl Mb. 
Oaahran, Mr. A. 

Oattit, Mr. J. 

ParrMtar, Mr. J. Campball. 


Ahamab, Mauhrl Athmibbin. 

Ahmab, Mautvi Tayabubbin. 

Ahmab, Mamwf lannaar. 

AH, Maibvi tayyab Ruitan. 

Ramhi, Raba liaMaa Ohanbra. 
Ranarlaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
ehahraaarM, Rabv baRinbra Chanbra. 
Ohattariaf, Raba lAnaa Ohanbra. 
Ohaabharl, Mai Naranbranath. 
Oh a ub hary, Maaial Mb. Nanb Haa. 
Oha a bh ar y, Mauhrl Ralyab Abbar Rah. 
Oh a nbar, Mr. Nirmal Ohanbra. 

Mu, Raba Ohara Ohanbra. 

Oift, Or. MaMnl Mahan. 

Oaa, Mr. 0. M. 

Oaa Oapta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatla, Riha AbhR Rhanbra, 
my, Raha Raraba Praahb. 

Qatar, Maahrt AhbaL 
Natbar, Mr. I. M, 


Map, Rhah iyab Embabal. 

Haqaa, Maahrl tayabal. 

Nutaam, Khan Rahabar Maahrl Maaharra^ 
Mataam, Maatvl Wahab. 
baarbar, Maahrl Aftah Maaaaln. 

Khaltan, Raha ObM Praaab. 

Khan, Raha mb a n br a Ul. 

Kban, Maahrl Abbar Raalilb. 

Khan, Maahrl Aawnat 
Khan, Maahrl MnM Ubbhi. 

Ul Mahammab, NajL 
U«, Mala Mb ahaa Oaaa. 

Mahammab, Maahrl Raahar. 

Malty, Raba Ma banb ra NaMi. 

Maalh, Mr. Ryab M. 

Mthra, Raba Raiyanbra Rhanbra. 

Mitiar, Mr. Praaaah Ohaabar. 

Maharjaa, Raha Tarahaath. 

Makarjl, Mr. R. 0. 

Naahar, Raha Nam Ohaabra. 



KENT AMENDMENT BILL. 


45 


ha*.] 


MMl MbMMImii. 

H t W ii rM . mattM IM. 4MiiI MMar. 
llMliir, Mtahrt AMm. 

Wkal, Mr. frt i iii iMi Oib. 

•MVi late AfeMlBii CfcaiM r a . 
fHy, Mibii AfiHbmii. 
my, takM iNi wir a Marayaii. 

Hay, Baku turtnani NaM. 

Hiy, Or. BiMiaii dwnira. 

May, Mr. M N. 

nay, Mr. faltaarrliMU. 

nay, Mr. Tarit Mnimui. 

The Ayes being 13 and the 5 


nay, na|a Maanan Hatn. 

nay Miaiiaiiiiri, Baia tatlala Natn. 
Barter, Bate nmalraalaa. 

Barter, Maahrt ABali BateB. 
Batiaal^ Mr. B lra a i r a Natn. 

Baa, Mr. ttlaiai OBaaBra. 

Baa Oapta, Mr. J. M. 

BuBrawarBy, Or. A. 

BiBirawarBy, Mr. Nataya BBaB at B . 
TarafBar, MaiBvl najB UBBta. 
Yatift, MaiHvt MitBammaB. 

63, the motion was lost. 


Mr, CHAIRMAN (KimiBr Shib iliBkharBBMfar Ray)t Dr. Moreno, 

will you moTe the motions Nos. 8 and 10 together though I shall put 
them separately. 


Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Sir. I move that in clause 2(^) for fhe 
proviso the following be substituted, namely ; — 

“ Provided that after the Slst day of March, 1924, this Act shall 
cease to apply to any premises the rent of which exceeded 
two hundred and fifty rupees a month or three thousand 
rupees a year, on the Ist day of November 1918.’’ 

If the aipendm^nt be not carried I move, Sir, that in clause 2 (2^ 
for the proviso, the following be substituted, namely; — 

“ Provided that after the 81st day of March, 1924, this Act shall 
cease to apply to any premises the rent of which exceeded 
two hundred rupees a month or two thousand four hundred 
rupees a year, on the 1st day of November 1918.” 

So far as the arguments that have been levelled against this Bill obb 
of the greatest has been thi.s : That there has been a distinction made in 
this Bill between the rich and the poor. I fail to see, however, the fore# 
of that argument. What legislation primarily i.H for is that it should 
be for the relief of those who need it. It is not a question whether it 
should affect the rich or the poor, but the question is whether it is need- 
ed. What is the real need in Calcutta ? The real need is for the protec- 
tion of the middle class people. The report of the Housing Committee 
of Calcutta of 1923 has drawn attention to this. It said that there 
is special need in the case of the middle class people of Calcutta for 
some such protection. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

Taking that as a basis I can convincingly put forth my argumenti 
before tbis House, that if the difficulties not properly grappled these 
people will be left in a state which will call for serious comment on u# 
as legislators. If we have such an Act for the protection in the meeii*^ 
while, it will certainly be doing them a benefit until Calcutta expanda. 

I do not ^oubt that in the course of a few years we will have CalcutUi 
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expanded and we will have a more housing accommodation. All my 
measure seeks to do is to protect these people in tMfe meanwhile until 
Calcutta expands. Dealing with the proposal of the Select Committee 
I am of opinion Rs. 150 rental is an exceedingly low figure. We will 
certainly want something higher than that, and I am emboldened to 
say this by referring again to the Calcutta Housing Committee Report 
when it says that the European and Anglo-Indian population generally 
ocuppy flats varying a rent between Rs. 150 and Bs. 300. I think that 
a decent house in the middle of Calcutta would carry a rent of Rs. 200 
and over. If you are therefore legislating for the protection of the 
middle (dass people you must take into consideration the average house 
in which they live. That I think will be considered ample reason for 
extending this Act to houses with a rental up to Bs. 250 a month. I 
cite the London Act which also provides for houses paying a particular 
yearly lent. If in London they have thought fit to introduce a protect- 
ing Act for a certain class of tenants I think we cannot be far out of 
the way in introducing a similar Act here in Calcutta. With these 
w'ords I move my motion. 

•Mr. PRESIDENTS Y oil should also move motion No. 10 pro forma. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I move that in clause 2 (2), for the 
proviso, the following be substituted, namely : — • ^ 

“ Provided that after the 31st day of March, 1924, this Act shall 
cease to apply to any premises the rent of which exceeded 
two hundred rupees a month or two thousand four hundred 
rupees a year on the first day of November, 1918.” 

Maulvi WANED H088AIN: In supporting Dr. Moreno’s first 
motion, I would like to say a few words only. As far as I understand 
the object of the amendment is to render some relief to two classes of 
persons — the poor and the middle. Now these two classes of persons 
generally take h«)U8evS on rent ranging, from Rs. 70 to Rs. 250 or there- 
about. Consequently, if the amendment be accepted, the result 
will be a compromise between the two classes — a class wbicb is in a 
position to pay higher rent and the class which is not in a position to 
pay even a small rent like Rs. 150 or 200 or thereabout. There was 
no limit in the amount of rent in the original Act whereas we are going 
to put some limitation in the present Act in order to protect the interest 
of both the classe.s. Such being the ideas, the compromise should he 
accepted between the proposal of fixing the amount of a monthly rent at 
Rs, 250 and that of leaving the Act as it was without any limit. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: On behalf of Government I wish to state that, 
for the same reason which I gave in connection with the last amendment 
Government will abstain from voting on these amendments as they 
refer to the details of the Bill and not to the general principle of the 

Bill, 
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Mr. HUSEYN^iHAHEED SUHRAWARDYl I think I ow« it to 

aiyself, not haTing signed the report of the Select Committee, ju«t to 
give my own views on the subject. I support entirely the motions of 
Dr. Moreno and Maulvi Wahed Hossain. I am sorry somewhat that 
this does not protect a large number of European tenants, but I hope, 
that this will induce the European community in Calcutta not to insist 
ujiion that high standard — high and artificial— of gentility which they 
expect from their younger members. It is unfortunately the case that 
unless a European lives south of Park Street where the rents are abnor- 
mally high, he is not accepted in European Society 

Mr. PRESIDENTj That is quite irrelevant and ! must ask you to 
keep to the point. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If you think so, Sir. 

I have got nothing more to say. 

Mr. H, BARTON: Sir, I wish to .say in opposing this measure that 
it would bo a gros.s injustice to a i>articular class of |XM>plo. Ajxirt from 
this what is going to be the result now? Simply this: Thnt those 
people who were or are able to pay a higher rent would find the land- 
lords increasing their rents in order to make up for the loss on the other 
side. They will be compelled to vacate the pi'emises and accommo<lnte 
them.selves anywhere. It will do more harm to the landlords who will 
not be able t<) reali.se veiT much on bis lay-out so that this measure is 
not going to benefit either the landlords or the tenants and I would 
appeal to the House to throw it out. 

Mr. 4 . CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Sir, I will say just one word of 
protest. It seems to me very unfair to qualify ju.stic*! by placing rupees 
before humanity. If the Act is necessary it is as much necessary for 
those paying Rs. 300 and upwards as it is for those laying Bs. 150. I 
add this only as a protest. 

i ''' 

Mr. i. A. MNES: It seems to me that Mr. Campbell Forrester has 
not read the report of the Committing on Housing and ('ommunications of 
which he was a Meml)er — a Rei)ort which, I undersiiind, he also signed — 
because the drift of the ref)ort contradicts the whole argument which 
he has put before the House this afternoon. The main effect of the rejiort 
is that, for housing accommodation of a certain rental there now exists 
a supply comparable to the demand. I see no particular use in appoint- 
ing a committee to conduct an elaborate investigation to examine the 
question, as I believe, it has already been done very thoroughly and 
carefully — if you are going to disregard its conclusions. One fact stands 
out in the report of the Committee and that is with regard to the higher 
class of accommodation there is no scarcity now. It seems to me therefore 
to be illogical and also unfair to landlords that you should extend legal 
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protection to a class of property wLicbi, in the opinion of this very com- 
petent committee, of which Mr. Forrester was a member, does not reqnire 
protection. 

The next question is at what point protection is going to begin? 
There again I prefer to follow the recommendations of the Committee 
which in fact contains quite a representatire number of Hindu landlords 
like Ramtaran Banerji, property owners of all descriptions and their 
unanimous opinion was this that the limit at which scarcity begins is a 
rental below Rs. 300 a month. I have heard various opinions of a 
different kind, but I say that you have appointed a committee, that that 
committee has done its best to ascertain the facts, and I think it is only 
common sense to follow its conclusions. Therefore, I take it that for 
rentals below Rs. 300 there is still a need for protection. I am aware 
that the people who are paying a rental of Rs. 300 or less are not a class 
which appeals to the imagination in the same way as the poorer classes. 
But 1 think if we think about the matter more carefully in the light of 
our own knowledge of the very hard strain in which the people of the 
middle class, both European and Indian, have found themselves during 
the last few years, I think we shall be constrained to admit that, while 
their condition is not so pitiable on the surface, there is undoubtedly a 
very real suffering among them; and any increase. of their rents will be 
a very severe strain upon them. Therefore, following the recommenda- 
tions of the Housing Committee I am going to support both the amend- 
ments of Dr. Moreno. 

Mr. PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I understand that in this 
matter Government will not vote. I desire to place a few points for the 
consideration of the House and I hope that the House will take them into 
consideration with voting, and then decide according to the justice of the 
case. 

I find that motions No. 8 and No. 9 by Dr. Moreno and Maulvi 
Wahed Hossain, respectively, ask for fixing the limit at Rs. 260 thougli* 
I gather from Maulvi Wahed Hossain ’s speech that he wanted it to be 
Rs. 200 but I might have misapprehended his remarks. The recom- 
mendation of the Select Committee is Rs. 150. It seems that all are 
agreed that a limit should be prescribed and the relative question is what 
will be the fair limit. My submission is that Rs. 150 would 
be a fair limit. People who can afford to pay Rs. 150 a month, if they 
are Indians, must have at least an income of Rs. 700 to Rs. 800 a month. 
I know the condition and the capacity of Indians to pay a particular 
rent when he has a certain income but I have not the same knowledge 
about the Europeans. I find Mr. Jones is shaking his head, but I may 
tell him that an Indian with an income of say Rs. 800 a month would not 
pay ordinarily more than Rs. 150 a month. Now if the object of putting a 
limit is to protect a certain class of tenants I think Rs. 150 w^uld be a 
fair limit. This matter was considered very carefully by the Select 
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Dommittee. Mr. Nishit Chandra Sen sug-^rested Rs. 150 and it wa» 
•eoepted by the majority of the Committee. Therefore I submit to the 
Jioiise that this would be a fair limit. 

Ufa 4 m CAMPBELL POUR ESTER: May I offer a word of j)ersonal 
exjdauation, Sir? Mr. Jones said that myself being a Member of the 
Housing and Communications Committee did not read the report of the 
Committee or I would not object to restriction of rents on house at and 
abore Rs. 300 per mensem. I assure you, Sir, that it is bet^iause I have 
read that report and because I knew that the recommendation in the 
report could not be carried out for lack of funds I have taken the stand 
that there should he no distinction in qualifying what rents should be 
controlled an^what should not— empty houses there may be but it Is not 
for want of ronants but for want of tenants that can afford to pay the 
exorbitant rents demanded for them. 


Or, H, W, B, MORENO: May I have my right to reply, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no right of reply. These are amend- 
ments and therefore you cannot speak in reply. 

The first motion of Dr. Moreno was then put and a division taken with 
the following resul^; — 


AYit. 


AhamaS, Mauivt Atlmuddin. 

Afimtd, Maulvl TaytHuddln. 

Ahmdd, Mauivi Zannaar. 

All, Mautvi tayydd tultan. 

■acaiil, labu naiiiat Chandra. 

•anarjaa, Or. framathanath. 
Chaliravarti, labu datindra Chandra. 
Chavdhufi, Ral Harandranath, 
ChaMUmry, Maulvl Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chuadhury, Maulvl talytd Abdur IVab. 
ChahNiddHi, Khan MMiadur Maulvl Md. 
Mufidar, Mr. Nlrmal Chandra. 

Caa h ran, Mr. A. 

Oat, MOW Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mahhil Mahan, 
oat, Mr. G. M. 

Outta, Mibu Akhtl Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. M« 

Oiy, tabu Oarada hratad. 

Oatur, Mautvt Abdul. 

Maa, Cbab byad Caidadul. 

M aa ua , Mauivl Saytdal. 

M aa aa ia, Khaa lahadur Maulvl Mutharrul. 
Haatala, Maulvl Wabad. 

Hua, Maulvl Khramut. 
da arda r, Maahrl Aftab Hattaia. 
dawta,. Mr. J. A. 

Kban, aabu Oah aa dia Lai. 

Khan, Mauhrt Ahdar Raahid. 

Kha n, Mnalvl AmanaL 
Khan, Maahrl MaM Uddia. 

Ud Mnhannnbdl NM* 


Mahammad, Maulvl Catar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Oabu dacandra Nath. 

Mitra, Oahu latyandra Chandra. 
Marana, Dr. H. W. O. 

Muharjaa, Oahu Taraknath. 

Mhfcarjl, Mr. t. C. 

Nathtr, Oahu Ham Ohitndra. 

Naafl, Oabu Manmahan. 
rahiawan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Willip, Mr. d, Y. 

Quadar, Maulvl Abdul. 

Nalfcat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Nay, Oabu Abanith Chandra. 

Nay, Babu Anilbaran. 

Nay, Oabu Nacandra Narayaa. 

Nay, Mr. Kiran Canhar. 

Nay, Kumar ihlb thaliharatwar. 

Hata, Mr. 0. P. 

Nay, Oabu Manmatha Nath. 

Nay, Or. Oldhan Chandra. 

Nay, Mr. O. N. 

Nay, or. Kwnud banfcar. 

Nay, Mr. tataavrloatL 
Nay, Mr. Tarli Ohutan. 

Nay, Naja ManNall Oifigh. 

Nay Chaudhurf, Oabu taiiala Nath, 
iarhar, Oabu Namanta Kumar, 
•arhar, Maulvl ANah Oidith. 

•dtnwi, Mr. o ir andr a Nath. 

•aa, Mr. Nialth Chandra. 

•an Quota, Mr . d. M. 
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•ulirairanly, Or. A. i Travart, Mr. W. L. 

tuhrawardy, Mr. Hutayn fhahaMl. VtHiart, Mr. Edward. 

Tarafdar, Mauivl Rajb Uddin. | Yailn, MauNl Midummad. 

N0E8. 

Caray, i(r WlHoufliby. I MIttar, Mr. Provaah Chundar. 

Khattan, Babu IMbI Praaad. 1 flay> Babu Burandra Nath. 

The Ayes being 70 and the Noes 4, the motion was carried. 

The next motion of Dr. Moreno was not put as it was covered by the 
decision on the first motion. 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the decision on 
the motion of Dr. Moreno: — 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to inove that in 
clause 2 (2) — 

(i) in clause (?) of the proviso, in line 1, after the word ‘ monthly ^ 
the word * standard * be inserted, and 
(it). in clause (ii) of the proviso, in line 1, for the words ‘ the rent ' 
the words ‘ a standard rent ’ be substituted.” 

Mf« PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 2, as amended, stand • 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


CLAr.sE 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is now that clause 3 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. H. BARTON: I move that clause 3 be omitted. This House 
has Wen somehow induced to i)er]>etrate an injustice which is to deny to 
a certain class of people the protection to which they are entitled^ 
and we ore now asked to subject them to a further injustice by penalis- 
ing them to the extent of an additional 5 per cent, on the rents being 
paid to-day, or 15 per cent, over the rent standardised in 1918. The 
arguments in defence of the so-called poor who have been brought 
within the class of protection (Rs. 250) are that they could ill-afford 
to pay more rent, and that those who earned more could afford to pay 
more. No one seems to consider that if this recommendation is adopted 
it would mean i>enalising those who are paying higher rents to a 
much greater extent; 6 per cent, more was to be extracted from them. 
The increase allowed the landlord on the rents before 1918 was 10 per 
cent. If for example the rent of a house was Rs. 100, the landlord 
was permitted an increase of 10 per cent, per mensem, say Rs. 120 
per annum on Rs; 100, and yet we are told that the landlords have 
been badly treated. I should be glad to put Rs. 100 out apd get back 
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Bs. 120 a year. Now we are asked to bleed tbe people a little more, 
and allow the landlords to pocket an additional 5 per cent. I am 
unable to see bow Dr. Moreno could bare put up this clause for accept^ 
anoe. Tbe fact that be was not doing tbe right thing was evinced 
by his note of dissent where he withdraws from that proposal. The whole 
thing appears to be so badly mixed up from beginning to end that to 
my mind it is impossible for this House to do justice to the Bill, and 
I think that is the reason why Qovernment have abstained from voting. 
We cannot blame them. However it seems to me that if tliis addi- 
tional 5 per cent, is to be extracted, and if this House is induced fo 
put it through, Government will be faced with a greater crisis than 
we can imagine. I venture to predict that not only will tenants refuse 
to pay additional rent^, but they will be compelled to use force when 
occasion arises. We should probably have to face a condition of riots 
between landlords and tenants, and we shotild hear all sorts of reporta 
about the police being brought in in hundreds and things being brought 
to a state of confusion that Government will eventually find^lt more 
difficult to subdue. For this, if for no other reason, I would ask the 
members of this House, to throw out this proposal for any additional 
increase of rent. There is no justification whatever for it. When 
the first Rent Act was introduced ample margin was ullowetl for the 
landlords and the.w have reaped a harvest by that Rent Act, while tbe 
tenant have* more or less suffered at their hands, and if tbig House is 
going to encourage them a little further by giving them an extra 5 |>er 
cent., they will rightly have cause to rejoice and will always look to the 
Council to place the interests of the landlords first and the interests, 
of the peojde second. I am strongly opposed to any percentage in the 
increase of the rent*', and I would a‘ik the Council to oppose such a 
111 ea.su re. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: I am chargtHl as having l>eeD very incon- 
sistent in my manner bv Mi. Barton. I would like to inform the 
Council and him that after all the liighe.st form of inconsistency con- 
sists of consistencies. I .•should like to expljiin the position that has 
. arisen as regards the Kent ( Amendment) Bills as changed by the Select 
Committee. When I first introduced the Bent Amending Bill for 
('alcutta, the Bill was to extend to all bouses in Calcutta. I felt 
that if that Bill could extend the existing Rent Act for nnotlier three 
years, it should affect all houses in Calcutta, and that some sort of 
increa.se should be allowed to landlords, as indeetl wan allowed when 
the Rent Act first cwme into operation in the year 1920. I did not 
like to look with a prejudiced eye on the landlords. I was determined' 
to see fair play. It was in that view that I suggested a 5 per cent, 
increase. The present Rent Amending Bill has been limit^ in its 
scope to honses carrying a rent of Rs. 250 or less. Most of these rents 
have alre/idy been standardised by the Rent Controller, the rents have 
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been fixed and the tenants are continuing to pay the rents fix^ by the 
Bent Controller. If you now introduce another amending BiUi 
allowing a 6 per cent, increase so far as these houses are concerned, you 
will open the door to a great deal of litigation. Every landlord will 
come in again and ask for standardised rent with 5 per cent, increase, 
and you will, therefore, cause tenants to be once more harassed by 
a series of litigation, and your Rent Amending Bill will be a source of 
great annoyance to the tenant. It was for that reason that I thought 
that any grant of increase so far as these smaller houses were concerned, 
should not be allowed. In regard to the preposterous view, made by 
Mr. Barton, that a riot will occur in Calcutta if this be passed, I can 
nssure the House that it can rest contended against any such alarmist 
cries. But I would ask if it would be fair to those tenants who have 
already had their rents standardised to have them harassed onc^ more 
by litigation just because you allow a further 5 per cent, increase. The 
Bill will then become a source of harassment instead of achieving 
good. With this in view I oppose a further increase in the standard- 
ising of rents. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I associate myself with the 
remarks pressed so vigorously against a 5 per cent, increase to the 
landlords. Mr. Moreno has stated that he believes in justice. I am 
afraid his limiting the question of rent at so much per *month seems 
to me that he is limiting justice to about Rs. 150 a month. I warn 
this House that the damoge done here to-day will possibly, before 
another three months, see a condition of affairs in Calcutta similar to 
what occurred in Glasgow not so long ago. I ask the House to oppose 
this 5 per cent, increase to landlords. 

Mr. PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I desire to place the case 
from the landlords’ point of view l>efore the House. In the year 1920 
when the old Rent Act was passed — it was a child of the Hon’ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, a favourite child — 10 per cent, 
was allowed to landlords on the rents obtaining in 1918, that is to say, 
■2 years’ increase at the rate of 5 per cent, was allowed to the land- 
lord. Under the present Bill, the earlier clauses of which have been 
accepted by the House, this Act will remain in force till 1927. The 
amendments of Messrs. Barton, Moreno and Campbell Forrester, if 
accepted, will mean that the rents of 1918 which, under the Bent Act 
of 1920, were allowed to be raised by 10 per cent, for these 2 years, 
will be the same till 1927, that is to say for a period of 9 years, 10 per 
oent. will be allowed, whereas under the Act of 1920, a rise of 10 per 
cent, was allowed in 2 years, namely, 5 per cent, per annum. I asE 
whether this is fair ; looking at it as just aud fair-minded men should, 
is it fair or just not to allow any increase for a period of 7 years? Even 
ns Mr. Villiers has said — 
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Mr. EDWARD VILLIER8: Tbat h not what I said. What I said 
was whether you are a landlord or a tenant. 

Mr. PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs The landlords of Calcutta 
must be considered to be very reasonable if after a period of 9 years 
they ask for an increase of 5 per cent, on and above the 10 per cent, 
allowed at the instance of the tenants fiir 2 years in 1920. On the 
principle of the increase accepted in tlie Bill of 1920, that is 5 per 
cent, per year the increase for years frcuii IHL’". ought to be 46 per 
cent, less 10 per cent, already allowed, but nobody has sufrgested 
35 per cent. Dr. Moreno originally suggested 15 ]\ev cent., but now 
apparently he regrets his former decisicm, and thinks that 15 per cent, 
for 9 years is too inu(‘h, and s(» he wants to allow only 10 per cent, 
for 9 years. I leave it to fair-minded men to judge and de('id<f this 
question on its own merits. 

There is another aspect to he considereil. The Corporation assess- 
ment in many cases will 1 h* incieiised hy alM)ut 15 |x*r ceut. during 
these 9 years, hut landlords will only allowed 10 ix*r cent. Will 
it not he unjust to landlords? 

Mr. C. 8. OUTT • For the reasons given in contuMtion with the 
last two amendments (iovernnient will remain neutral in romiw’tion 
with these a 4 iendm^nts aFo, md because us ]»iclured by Mr. Baiion, 
Government are frightened of serious riots taking place if this clause 
remains as it stands — Government are convinced that no such thing wiU 
take place — hut becjiuse Government have, as I have said before, left 
it to the House to decide on the details of the Bill. Government 
abstain from voting either in favour of the landlord or tho tenant. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Ahamatf, MauNI AtlmuMln. 

AlMiadi Mautvl TaytbiHidiii. 

AAmMi, Maulvl Zaimaar. 

All, MaiHvI tayyad Ittltan. 
taiielil, tabti Rdmat CAandra. 
tanar)^ or. FramatAanatti. 

•artan, Mr. N. 

m—t tabu Atjay Krltlnid. 

•iffy, Sir WWadtMy. 

OtMliravani, tabu datlndra Obaiidrm. 
enattarjaa, tabu Umat Cbaiidra. 
ebaadlHMi, Nawab talyld Nawab All, 
Kba« Maliadiir. 

OMiadlitfry, Maiifvl talyad Abdur Mbb. 
Cbtmbiita, Kbaii Miadiir Haifivl Hd. 
Ci M M tdtr, Mr. Nlmial Obandra. 
Oaab ra w, Mr. A. 

OdMIt. Hr. 

Hm. ■alM Obam Bbaadra . 

Oba, Dr. MaMwi Mabaa. 

Obi. Mr. e. ML 
Oba Oubta. Oi. 4. M. 


Oaiid,**'Mr. M. 

Farrattar, Mr. i. Oampbalf. 

Oafur, Maulvl Abdul. 

Qardafi, Mr. A. 0. 

Haa, Khaa bahadiir Kail Zablml. 
Naa. tbab lyad fmdadiil. 

Haaua, Maulfi AayadaJ. 

Notaala, Maulvl Wabad. 

Nua» Mauhrl Ekramul. 
daardar, Maulvl Aftab Nattala. 
daiiaa, Mr. 4. A. 

Kbaa, tabu i Hbaa d ra LaJ. 

Kbaa, Maulvl Abdur llaabld. 

Kbaa, Maulvl Aaiaaat 
Kbaa, Maulvl Mabi Uddbi. 

Lai Ma baa ta i ad, Ha|L 
Mabaaiaii d , Maubri Kbabar. 

Matty, Dbiw Mabandra Matb. 

Maalb, Mr. tyai H. 

Mitra, Mibu l a ga a d r a Naib. 
mtra« Dabb tatyabdra ebabdra. 
MarKaa, Mr. fL 


5 
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MuMrJI, Mr. I C. 

Ntiktr, Oabu Hm Chandra. 

Naof I, Mabu Manmohan. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Quadar, Mauhrl Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. fraaanna P»b. 

Ray, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Atillbaran. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud fankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran gankar. 

Roy, Mr. Qatoowripatl. 


Roy, Raja Manlloll thigh, 
tarkar, Babu HtmanU Kumar. 
Sarfcar, Babu NaNnlranlaii. 
tarkar, Maulvl Allah Bakah. 
taunal, Mr. Bfrondra Nath, 
ton Oupta, Mr. 4. M. 
tuhrawardy, Dr. A. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Nuteyn thahood. 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajb Uddin. 
Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Vllliort, Mr. Edward. 

Wilson, Mr. R. B. 

Yasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


Aloyi Mr. t. Mahboob. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Mlttor, Mr. P. C. 

Tlie AypH beiiip;’ 70 and the 

Clause 3 was therefore strucl 


NOES. 

I Ray, Babu turendra Nath, 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

I Roy Chaudhurl, Babu tallaja Nath. 

Noes 0, the motion was carried. 

[ out of the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

Tl»e motion was put and ajrreed to. 

"•tJr. H. W, B. MORENO: I move that the Bill as settled in Council 
bo passed. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: On behalf of Government I rise to say that 
Government feel it their duty to oppovse this .motion for reasons which 
1 have already indicated. I think it has been made clear to the House 
fnmi till' attitude which Government ha\e taken in eonmndion with 
the amendments of details that the reason why GiAernment have 
adopted a particular attitude with repird to this Bill is not because 
they have ultru-pro-laudlord or ultra-pro*tcnant sympathies, but because 
from an imjiartiul con.sideration of this matter they are convinced that 
an extension of rent control i.s not justifiable in the interests of either 
the landlord or the tenant. From this i)oint of view Government 
eonsiiler it their duty to ojipose this motion, and that for the 3 reasons 
which I have u'lready stuteil — first, because the uhnormal conditions w'hich 
necessitated the passing of the 1920 Act no longer exist, secondly, 
because a definite pledge was given by the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjeu that rent control would cease on the 3l8t March, 1924; and 
thirdly, liecause Government think that in view of the conditions now 
prevailing, the best interests of the tenants will be served by allowing 
supply and demand to adjust themselves. With these words, I hppe 
that the Council will be convinced that Government have bsCn l|||lll|tt6d 
by no other motive than to serve the best interests of the landlo|^8 
and tenants alike. It is believed in certain quarters that Government 
have made a tactical mistake by adopting the attitude they have tahein 
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up, and have courted defeat on certain points. The fact is that 
Government have not approached this matter from a consideration 
of whether they will be defeated on certain amendments or not, but 
their whole attitude has been base<l on one consideration only, namely, 
wl^at was consistent, what was ri^ht and what was fair to landlords 
and tenants alike. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Ratoitttions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Muhammadans in Government Servioob 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi MU8HARUFF H0S8AIN: I move that this 
Council recoiiimemls to the Oovernmeiit that out of the total number of 
appointments referred to in the undermentioned table and to be made 
hen‘after by the (fovernment (»f llengal, per cent, be given to the 
Muhammadans of Heiigal till the numln'r of Muhaiamadun officials in 
each class in the employ of the (lovernment of Bengal becomes 55 per 
rent, of the whole : — 

Tahh, 

(/) ai»pointnients canning a maximum j>ay of Us. 1,000 and <»ver, 
{2) appointment" (‘aiTMiig a pay between Ks. 500 and Us. 1,000, 

|.'j) appointments canying a pay between Us. lt)0 and Us. 50t), 

(•/) appointment.H canying a pay between Us. 40 and Us. 100, 

05) ai>f)ointiiients cariyinga pay of less than Ils. 40. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: They cannot hear you at the other end of the 
House. l^Mhaj^^ you would not mind s|M*aking from the mid<Ue of the 
House. 

[Here the member occupied one of the official front chairs.] 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH SA8MAL; May 1 rise to a point of order^ 
Is the member entitled to sit on the official block P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have placed him there, Mr. Snsmul; Khan 
Bahadur, please go on. 

Khifi Bahadur Maulvi MU8HARRUF HOSSAINt The House 
would, 1 believe, like me to explain what has justified me in making 
this demand on behalf of my community. It is pr)S8ible that some ofB- 
ciala wiU be apt to regard my demand as extravagant, my Hindu 
trieiida in tbe Nationalist camp will, I am sure, with their uaual vebe^ 
^ence of language, condemn it as something outrageous. It also seems 
that the ^warajists who brought forth this pact into the world after 
great travail and with a considerable flourish of trumpeti are anximu 
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to put it aside as a thing unclean and untouchable which must-be put 
out of the sight of our extremely sensitive nationalist and indSpendent 
Hindu friends. But/ Sir, at the same time let me assure the House 
that in my community intense and acute dissatisfaction and resentment 
have been going on owing to the paucity of the careers which are open to 
our educated young men whose number has lately l>een increasing with 
a rapid pace. But, Sir, I hope before I have finished to be able to 
dispel some of the delusions and fallacies which in the minds of many 
worthy members of this House surround the subject. Sir, during the 
last f»0 years or so my community, the members of which ruled this 
Province for six centuries, has been gradually losing ground in the ad- 
ministration of the country. Till then every department of the Govern- 
ment was administered almost entirely by the members of my community 
from whom were recruited muftis, maulvis, kazis, dewans, sadar alams, 
sadar amins, vakils, niir munshis, kotwals, darogas not to speak of the 
sheristadars, the peshkars, the nakal nawis, the mohurrirs and so on 
and even the Deputy Magistrates and munsifs and Sub-Judges of some- 
what later date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please try and raise your voice to a 
higher pitch ? 

Mr. C. R. DAS: May I make a humble suggestion? Jf my friend 
stands on the chair he will make himself hoard. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. He cannot do that, Mr. Das. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN: But one unfor- 
tunate day it was decided though not without considerable hesitation, to 
displace Persian and Urdu which was hitherto the court language by 
English and Bengali with the inevitable result that in one generation 
an entire transformation was brought about in the administrative per- 
sonnel of the Province, the Muhammadans were swept out from every 
branch of the administration and as a community they sunk at once info 
^ditical insignificance. Sir, it is known to all that some time before 
this the Resumption proceedings had been set on foot with the result that 
many a grant otland held by influential Muhammadan families under the 
name of Aimmas, Madad-mas, Lakhraj, etc., were resumed and were 
settled with Zemindars. The combined result of these measures was 
that numerous educated and leading Muhammadan families of Bengal 
were reduced to penury and helplessness. 

It is often said that the Muhammadans themselves are to blame for 
not having taken advantage of the facilities which were offered to all 
for giving their children English education. But after all you must take 
note of human nature. Was it not natural that a community which 
had inherited great and proud traditions of peoples with a catholic civili- 
sation and world-wide dominion to whom humanity was indebted for tbe 
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rerival of liberal arts and philosophy and who lighted in the West the 
torch of science and the monuments of whose genius lies scattered almost 
all over the globe, including the jungles of Bengal the mosi beautiful 
and imperishable heritage of the human race could not at once be 
expected to accept an alien system of education for their children — a 
system which not only jarred against their national pride and self-respect 
but necjcssarily involved a great change in their attitude towards life. 
They little thought that a tremendous change of policy in the Govern- 
ment of the coiTKtry was going to be permanently followed bringing 
about their utter degradation and pauperisation as a community. Sir, 
ivhen at last they woke to the realities of the situation they found them- 
selves without the means for edueating their ehildren and saw that all 
the avenues of administration were gradually occupied by their rivals. 
This dismal state of things continued and grew from l*ad to worse 
until the partition of Bengal furnished the first gleam of hope and 
under the impetus which the community then received they began to 
make rapid progress. 'I'he Moslem boys poured into the s(*hools and 
colleges and the administration of Kasttun Bengal found no difli'nilty in 
admitting into the servii'e Muhammadan youths in imreasing nvmbers. 
Whatever might have been the state of things previously it eonld not be 
said that tin* Muhammadans were no longer eager to avail themselves 
of every ojipoituujty tf) imjucoe their position. The c'ry now among 
them i.s for mort* and iimre educational faciliti(‘s, more si'hools and (*olleg- 
es, for many eager Muhammadan students are shut out from the Fniver- 
.sit\ for want of acc'ommodatiiui in the colleges. Kven in present circum- 
stances the number (tf Mubammaduiis who take their 1 niversity degrees 
cverv \ear is (jiiite largi* and more than sutlicient to supply the mHulH of 
sulmiiiistration. Duiiug tli(‘ last lO year.^ nearly l.tUHl graduates took 
their d(‘grees, a hunt 10,000 latvs pass(^|||the Mati iculalion examination. 

It is < leur, Sir, that if 40 <»r oO Moslem graduates were selected each 
year that would be sufficient to fill 80 |H*r cent, of the pntvinciul uml 
other service.s open to recruits in India. What after does the ]>a(;t,{|^ay 
it requires that until n’t per cent, is readied h*l 8t) j>er cent, of these 
posts be filled by Muhammadans .so that the desired proportion may 
Ik* secured in a rea*'onahle tinu*. At tins demand niiinv of our Ifiiidu 
friends have indeed expressed amazement and dismay. But, Sir, in the 
Aame breath witness after witness before tlie l^ee ('opimission drawn 
from the ranks of those ver> Modcrate.s. IiilM*ralH and Xalionalists have 
been vehemently demanding that further recruitment of Kuropeans ii» 
the Indian Civil Service should lie stopj>ed altogether for the next 20 
years in order to secure 50 p€*r cent, of Indians in that seiTice at th« 
«nd of the period. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: We cannot hear the 
remarks of the hon’ble member. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am in the same posftion. 



AlU.'SLJiMJj liN ijMJvii/KrNiliJilvr <5isitviuji. [utth jaiE. 

KlMlMT SHI B 8HEKH ARES WAR RAY: Cannot somebody else 
read the siieech for him ? 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH 8ASMAL: Can it not be taken as read? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: No.’ Go on, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MU8HARRUF H088AIN: I ask my 

European fneiuls officials and non-officials if they can in fairness support 
these Hindu politicians in their cry against us and f*am certain that 
they will not. So long as the ultimate responsibility for the good 
Government of India rested entirely with British Parliament and British 
people and there was necessarily a predominance of British officials in 
the administration it might not have mattered much even if there was 
mark<?d inequality in the proportion of Hindus and Muhammadans in 
public services. But now that some portion of that responsibility has 
been shifted on to the people of this country' both Hindus and Muham- 
madans, a still greater devolution will take place in a few year.s time. 
Does it not follow that for the due discharge of this responsibility of the 
people of Bengal there must be a proper balance between Muhammadan 
and Hindu officials in the administration? 1 am not arguing against any 
community. 1 am only asking for justice and fair-play for my owrf 
community. At present, my community can practically look to only 
one-third of the appointments in the services, for though this one-third 
is said to be the minimum it is in fact regarded aji the maximum. I 
consider this as a most unjust and wholly unjustifiable arrangement. 

I ask the Government to rid its mind of obsolete notions regarding the 
classification (»f men acc’ording to marks scoied at examinations. 

What is much more needed now in an administrator is bis ability 
to command the confidence anil sympathy of the people whose affairs 
he has to administer and not the writing of smart and plausible notes 
and minutes. The real effi<*ien(‘y of administration has now to be judged 
by the conttuitment of the people, the popularity of the administrators 
and their ability to influence the people and to carry them along the 
path of progress. Sir, it is nothing but sheer |>olitical folly in a province 
where 55 per cent, of the populatit)n belong to a community like the 
Muhammadans with their distinct traditions, history, customs, personal 
laws, social usages, and outhxik on life, not to enlist a sufficiently large 
number of them in the administration simply because they secure fewer 
marks wfl^n answering all sorts of questions about Shakespeare and 
Bacon, or solving mathametical puzfdes. However m\ich I differ from 
Mr. C. R. Das with respect to some of his ptditical methmls, 1 musty 
admit that at least at one time he reali.sed fully that the Government^ 
and the administration of the province can never be made thoroughly 
popular unless and until the Muhammadans are allowed to occupy their 
rightful position in the hotly politic. Sir, I must ask him with all the 
aeriouaness 1 command to withdraw the amendment of whigh he has 
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given notice to support this resolution with his matchless eloquence 
and cafry it through the House. -His amendment meaQS, that the 
Council is to be deprived of coming to any decision for an indefinite 
period on this most important and urgent subject. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Council will now adjourn for 16 minutea. 
When we return, you can complete your speech. 

[Ther^Jouncil here adjourned for 15 minutes. J 
* [After the adjournment.] 

The President called on Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharnif Hossain 
to continue his speech. 

Khan Baliadur Maulvi MUSHARRUF H088AIN: 1 have nothing 
more to say. I want to iii reply to Mr. Das. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I cull on Khan Bahadur Kasti Zahirnl Htui to 
speak. 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me 8ir Hugh Btephenson) : May I ask whether the amendment 
has been withdrawn? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no necesMiiy for tlu* ainendineiit to l>e 
moved at thi4* stage. 

Khan Bahadur kMZI ZAHIRUL HAQ: I am a new man here. I'oining 
from th(‘ old nnifassal town of Dacca. I am hesidei a retired school 
master. There is tlius e\('iv likelihood of my comnnTting hlunderH in 
the ohservance <»f pai liamentary eti<pietle. 1 tlaoefon* tender my 
apologies and eiave the imlulgenee of the H()Us<* in advance, on the 
score of the above drawbacks. Now, Sir, before sjS'aking dirt'etly on 
the motion InTore the Ilous**, 1 would first of all iiave \our indulgence 
in j)pniiittiiig rm* to make clear tlie iKtsitioii t>f the MusHalTnuns in this 
country. The inlnxluetion of Western civiliHatioii hy means of its 
chief auxiliary the Western system of education, mateiialistic in essence, 
could not prove easilv acceptable to the Miissalmans, who do not ladieve 
in two seiMiiate courses of life, itdigious am! seeulai ; their jH*rfeet code 
of laws has linked up lK»!h very closely. This change, therefore, came 
to them as a shcxk, and they naturally shiank from it for some time. 
No right thinking man can blame them for this attnude, They did 
Ro from Q sense of self-res|>e<’t. A people without it is a body without 
a soul. 

What did the Saxons do after the conquest or for the matter of that, 
how did our elder brethren of the counliy l^ehave with their Pathan 
and Moghul Conquerors”? They (I mean the latter) instilled a feeling 
of hatre<l in the people towards their rulers, they made it a fmrt of (hmr 
religious instruction, they branded them a*' Asurs and Melechas. 
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It is an admitted fact. Sir, that time is required for acquiring an 
accommodating temperament, an adaptabilily to changed circumstances. 

I need not dilate upon the point much. We have a living examjde of it 
in our midst to profit by. I admit we have been a little top slow in 
following it; we are a conservative people. We have, hoi|ever, been 
conjf)eDed by the force of our surroundings to follow it, #ith certain 
niodifiratious, of course, to suit our fixed religious principles and we 
feel as if we are now in a position to hold our own, we are no longer 
minors under the control of a Court of Wards, we have attained to 
manhood, though some of our friends would deny us the privilege. 

Thus equipped wo have come forward to claim back our legitimate 
share in the administralion of the country, so long enjoyed by our elder 
brethi-en by adverse |K)88ession. But what do we find? In more cases 
than one, close preserves have been constituted with all their doors 
shut, Ixdted and barred^ with the additional security of a big board 
placed at the gate with ** No admission ” painted on it in bold tyi)es. 
Small breaches have certainly been effected in the walls of late; but the 
doors still remain closed as before. Attenqds are Inung made to set 
back the growing demands, unfort unatidy with ai>i)arent success, by 
means of promises and such precious do<’uments as the so-called Ilindu- 
MoslemPact, signed, attested, and j)erhai>s ratified with the impression 
of a great seal. But taking it for grantesl that* these ]>romises and 
facts are genuine, can they save the teirihle situation in vfliich Imndreds 
and thousands of our educated youiig men are placed Fo-day ? They are 
actually starving, crying for bread atid are almost in a state of desi>air. 
l’he\ !uight welh||i‘v out wdth the great Ihusian ]M)et and moralist : — 

Pus (ij onkv umn nauinnum harJic knr ^haln amad : “ After I am gone, 

wliut’s the use of your coming,” and add further and say: ” Give us 
bread, make us strong, so that wt* may jn-ove all the more helpful to 
you in attaining Sw’araj.” It is The (juestion of bread. Sir, tTmt has 
made many of us run hitlier and thither aimlessly and catch at straws. 

And w’hat after all <’an be the ^alue of a pact made between {Kirties 
consisting of no more than 15 or 20 iH*rsons each side, in the face of 
the storm of opiJosition raised at its very inception, all over India, a 
sform so forcible that at one stage the i>act was in danger of being ' 
crystalised into a mere suggestion? But thank goodness, it appears 
to have been rejuvenated into a much swecder form with the tremeh- 
dously generous bait (1 Wg your ixinlon, I mean offer) of thirty lakhs 
of rujwes l>eing added to it. It takes my breath away in shainng such 
a big round sum in figures, though to an ascetic like Mr. Das, lakhs 
and crores make no difference. I wonder how small the |K)or Education 
Minister must be feeling just now. 

In the couisse of this storm, one grand old man of Bengal, held in 
high esteem, advised the Mussulmans, with steivmotherly concern, to^ 
take to agriculture, their proper sphere of activity; another solicitous 
well-wisher, through the medium of the public preas, admonished us in 
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a strain somewhat like this (I am sorry I cannot recall the exact words) : 
“ Well, brethren, we would be quite willing to part with some of our 
vested rights, but then you see, you are not properly qualified. The 
whole ad^ninistration will become topsy-turvy if you are allowed To enler 
it just Go and work hard, be fit, show yourselves in HTe front 

ranks in »e fight for liberty and then, you will see. how generous w^ 
are.” Is ahy comment nece‘<sary on such mischievous uttenuu'esP 

There is one other fjict which strikes me as curious. If Swaraj is 
actually in sight, ns some of us have been led to liclieve, why were our 
Swarajist friends so anxious to secure the relea.se t)f a few jKditical 
prisoners and get the repressive laws rejHMiled by the degnwUng means 
of recommendations and resolutions put forward in this HcmscP Indeed, 
4 Sir, I am puzzled and confounded hy this mirage of shifting jvditlcs. 

It is therefore, Sir, to clear this atmosphere of douhts and mis- 
givings created by these conflicting attitudes that have ventured to 
submit our ap|H'al before this bar of the a<‘cii*dit(*d and bemandated 
representatives of the country in the luqx* of getting justice at their 
hands. I beg s|h‘( ially to upiH*al to the sens»‘ of justice of the great 
leader (d‘ the country, as the gloriou.s surname apis‘ti(le<l to his name 
would <‘ncourage oiu' to do, to snp[KUt u^ with the wludt* weight of his 
jxirty and (d th(»^«‘ of otlmr exalted dcm>n)imitions, who have joined 
hands with him. ♦<> \ote *<(didly lor this it^stdution, and we as in <luty 
bound shallVver pi ay. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Although tlie Council fe 
still in susp(‘n-<c as to whether Tlu‘ amendment will be mo\ed -and 1 
resene m> right to speak on the amendment if it is moved wlnui 1 find 
whether it is an attempt to stifle diseussion or merely to avoid an 
awkwaid Mtiiation in regaid to voting— 1 tliink it will jMMbaps be 
convenient if 1 rise at this stage to explain to the Council the attitude 
of Government on the motion. 

Governimmt ha\(‘ always recc»gnised the imj^ortaMce of the (juestion 
raised. In ISSo. the (T(»vernment of India issued a resolution in which 
the following pa.ssage occuis: — 

The Govenior (Jerienil iti fVmiM il .lesire# that in those provincos where Miihftrnmft- 
, dftiiB do not receive their full share of Seet© employment, the local (;overnmimU and 
High Courts will endeavour to red resH this inequality an opportunity offers and will im- 
piwiw U|)«n aulionl mate officers the miportanco uf attonding to this in their oolootion of 
candidates for apfiointroonta of tho claie referrorl to. 

The Govenimeiit of Ibuigal took np the tpie-stion last in 1911. 
Returns submitted to them shirwed that the projiortion of Muhammadans 
in clerical and other empltiyments, es|)eciully in Eastern Bengal, waff 
«till lielow the |)ercenlage morne by the Muhammadan population literate 
in English to the total ixipulation of i^ersonff literate in EngUffh. 
Oovemmeni issued a circular to all subordinate officers pointing out 
that great progress had been made in Muhammadan education since the 
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tissue of the Government ol India circular and that therefore it 
disappointing to find that sufficient progress had not been niaj^ in 
carrying out the idea underlying the Government of India's circular. 
They directed that in future one-third of the appointments refiArred to 
should he considered the minimum. Since then every distri^H officer 
has submitted returns to the Commissioner every year sho^ng the 
progress made ip working up to the one-third as the minim^. These 
returns are rev^wed by the Commissioner and the results ai:^orwarded 
to Government. Therefore, Government has been keeping its finger 
on this point foi the last ten 5^ear8 — yearly considering and reviewing 
the i>rogress made. 'As regards the services, I would ix)int out that the 
wording of the resolution refers to appointments to be niade hereafter 
by the Government of Bengal. If that were strictly interpreted, it 
would refer only to certain provincial services and the apix)intments in 
the Secretariat ; the api>ointmentB in the districts are not made by the 
Government of Bengal, but I take it what the mover is really meaning 
is — all ap[>ointmentH in Government service in Bengal, and I have 
therefore dealt with ministerial appointments as well. But coming to 
the servi<es, it has Wen the w’orking rule of Government for many 
years past that one-third of the apjKjint merits is the minimum that shall 
be given to Muhunirnailans. There are fwo difficulties in the way 
which must always he rememWred. One is that in accordance with the 
wish of this Council three years ago we iiitrodiiceir the ^competitive 
examination for practically all our services in Bengal. We have tried 
to meet thivS difficulty hy pre.scrihing in the rules for these comi>etitive 
examinations that there shall he separate lists for Muhammadans; 
therefore, Muhammadans eomiH*te amongst tliein-'clve^ foj’ a certain 
number of the appointmenfs. The second point to he held in remem- 
brance is that Muhammadan education is of comparatively recent grow’tb 
and that therefore the adhereiH‘e hy Government to the minimum of 
one-third of yearly appointments in the servii es must necessarily mean 
tliat it will tak(* some years before you can get nne-tliiid of the total 
aplMiinlmcuits in the .sens<» held hy Muhammadans. 

Well, Sir, that is the po'-ition. Giivernment liave always Wen 
syinj)atlH‘tic to the claims of Muhammadans and Government hold to 
the |K>li(y that all impoitant sections of the iH>j>ulation must be given 
access to the public services. If you are going to act on a ceiiain 
percentage, it is necessary |K»riodieally to review that ]>ercentage in 
uecordance with the increase of education in a jxirticulnr section and 
that pro<’ess must go on from time to time until all communities are 
on an equal basis in regard to opjiort uni ties and e<luea‘tion when no 
special rules wdll he required for any community. The figures given 
in the w» 8 oIution were. I understand, suggested by the party on my 
right and Government will listen with great interest to tbe reasons on 
which these figures are based and will also W ver>^ glad to have the 
subject ventilated generally in the Council, so that we may , arrive at 
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the considered opinion of this Council mth regard to this mattor. 
When Council has given Government the guidance that it needs, we 
Aall ha'^ to consider the question as a Government, but at the present 
moment^ cannot bind ourselves to any percentage. We shall have 
to consider the whole subject hereafter in the light of the discns.sion 
here, and therefore Governnienf will take no i>art in the voting with 
regard to the percentages hut will on the result of the debate consider 
the whole question, 1 think Muhammadans can safely h^ assured that 
with three Muhammadan memliers in the Government their claims are 
likely to be put fairly strongly l)efore Government. 

Balm DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: 1 am sorry that I had to rise 
earlier than I thought I would, lH»cuuse I did not find any other member 
of the Council rising to take iwut in this debate at this late hour. 1 
was further expecting that my esteemed friend, Mr. ('. R. Das would 
move his amendment for an adjournment of this resolution sine die; 
so that we would know exactly the position where we stand. 

Mr. C. R. 0A8: I am going to move it. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD RHAITAN: I am glad to he assurtN] (hat 
Mr. C. R. Das is going io move hi'< amendment, because I am sure that 
that amendment wiM relieve us of a veiy diffi<Milt jHisition in which wo 
find ourselves^plaecil to-day. 

As regards (he subjecf-niaffer of (hi*s resolution. 1 fail (o a]»pieemt<* 
what ieall\ ini|K‘lhMl in\ fiiend, Khan Rah.^<liir Maiilvi Mnslniiriif 
ITossain, to liiiiig torwaid llii- mattei foi dei l.^ion by (he Couneil at this 
stage. We lane heaid tlie tioM'imnent si«!e of the ease ho ably put 
by the HoiiTile Sir Hugh Stephenson. He has jnf(uined this Houho 
that although then* is a .Htonding onler <»f tlie ri4)vei ninent (liat af least 
one-thiid ot the (io\einn)ent appoinliiieiits should Im* tilled bv Muham- 
madans the t fovernment ha-n hitheito bitoi unable t(» (uri\ out that 
standing older by leasoii of the faet that a .suffieient nuinlier of comix?- 
tent Muhannnfolan eandidute- have not e(»ine biiward to be ai^xiinted 
to these jio.st.s. ((piesfion, (| nest ion.) 

The Hon’We 8ir HCTCH 87EPHEN80N: Sir, I liave never uttered 
a single word about this. 

BMm DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: At least that is what I under- 
atood him to .say. Will he kindly lejieat what he said about (Ids one- 
third proportion?' 

Tlw HOfi’bM 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: All that I said is that in 
the circular of 1914 Government laid it down that one-third of the minis- 
terial appointments was the minimuni that District Officers were to 
work up tq. 
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Bite DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Have they been appoint at 
that percentagre ? 

The Hon’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: They are being a^inted 
every year. Government receives reports from The District Officers and 
the Commissioners as to how these orders are being carried odt. They 
have to report ever>^ single case where a new appointment is made in 
their offices and if the proportion is below one-third, they have to ex- 
plain why it is so. What Mr. Khaitan is probably refenjng to is the 
fact that although you may give one-third at least of the Appointments 
to new entrants every year, it will take a very long time before you 
get one-third of the total apjxwntmenfs held by Muhaihmadans. 

Bahu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I am glad that I have been 
corrected by the ITon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson. I misunderstood him 
possibly iKHuuse I could not catch his words; but so far as my argu- 
ment is concerned it does not sTand altered in any way. There is the 
Standing Order (»f the Government to make as many apix)iritments as 
possible, HO tliat one-third of the Government api>ointment may be 
fdled by Muhammadan candidates. (No, no.) I do not know what 
tlio lion’ hie Sir Iliigh Stephenson meaihs. I shall now abandon that 
line of argument. What my friend, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Musharruf 
Ilossain wu?ils is that henceforth 80 ]H‘r cent, of the ap[K)intinent.s to 
be made by the Government of llengal to be given to the Muhammadans 
of Bengal till the numWr of Muhammiwlan officials in each class in thj& 
employ of tlu* (iovernment of Bengal becomes 55 per cent, of the whole. 
T do not understand on what ba'^is my fritmd has fixed the jHUM entage 
at 80. In the o|K‘ning part of his s|x‘ech he said that the Muhammadans 
ruled in this country for 800 years. (A Voice: 000 yeais.) Yes, GOO 
years. I do not know whether this jx'rcentage of 80 ha> anything to 
do w’ith the nuuilM*r of years for w’hich India was under Muhammadan 
yule. If this is so, then the Tlon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson or my friend. 
Sir Willouglibv Garey, may say that because the Kuroi)eans have ruled 
for 200 years they ought to get ap|X)intments amounting to 25 i>er cent. 
«o that the Government of this country will W at a fix to apjxnnt 105 
]x‘r cent, of 100 ap[x>intments out of Muhammadans and Euroi>eans. 
iltherwise 1 do not understand what was the necessity of that argu- 
ment. 

Mtuivi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I t^xplain, Sir, what the mover 
means ? 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order; you cannot explain for somebody 
else, 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN* I am saying so because I do not 
understand why my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf Hossain 
used that argument in the opening jwrtion of his speech. I fail to 
understand if it had anything to do with the subject-matter of the 



MOSLEMS IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 65 

i^efiolntion. I am glad to hear from him that he did not mean what hi» 
wordfilionveyed. (Hear, hear.) My friend further referred to the Bengal 
Pact i^de by the Swaraj Party which another friend at my back said 
‘ Chat it Vas whittled down to be a mere suggestion at one time. So 
far a» the pact is concerned, I regret that I have always had my com- 
plaints and it is on this very ground that I have my complaints against 
this resolution. So far as I have been able to understand that pact 
was made in order to keep the Swaraj Party in a com|xict form, to 
induce the Muhammadan raemliers of that ixirty not to gi) out of it. 
(Question, (^^yestion.) I thought it was a bail put forward by the 
Swaraj Party to induce the Muhammadan members to continue in them. 
(Question, question). It maN** be <|ueslioiied, but tliut is my firm 
conviction. My objection to that jwict is the Iwisis on wbicli I think 
that [met was made. My objection to that pact is that such baits 
blessed neither him that gave nor him that took. If it comes to that 
jwsition in our [lolitical work, it sim|)ly means then that the Muham- 
madans have to be offered a Wtter bait by the Government in order 
to lurt* them over to tbtdr side and it does not mi*an a mere mutter of 
conviction as to which j)arty a [mrson may Indong tt>. In this view of 
the matter I have always thought that such [Micts whether formed inside 
a [Mirty or inside a Council (’hamk*r never bodes good to any [mrson 

whomsoever. • 

* 

So far as the apixnntnient of Muhammatlans to Government posts in 
concerned it has my fullest symjmthy. I mywdf belong to a minority 
community, that is indeed a very much oppresstnl community (A voice; 
How many Muhammadans are employed in vour firm?), and therefor# 
I should lie the last [lerson not to have symimthy with another commu- 
nity that wants to rise and progress and wants to do so whether through 
Government npi>ointmeri<s or other means whatever that may he; but 
the question is that there is some difference liotween the demand fof 
Indianisation of services and thcMlemund for communalisation of services. 
We have certainly to see that the Government of the country' and it« 
administration are canied on as efficiently as jxissihle, and I have ray 
douht.s if a resolution of this kind l)o passed in the Council and if an 
attempt be made to act upon it whether the Government and the ad- 
ministration of the country can be carried on as efficiently for ih# 
benefit of the people as it is necessary to do. I hope that this matter 
will be further considered before it is pressed to a division and I there- 
fore hope that after Mr. Das moves his amendment for adjournment of 
this matter it will be accepted by the House. 


AdloufiwMit* 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 f.m. on Thursday » the 13tli 
March, 19^, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the Kith March, 1924, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon'ble the President in the Cliair, the four Hon*ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon'ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazl-ul Huq and the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ghuznavi), and 114 nominated and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): The 

followiiif? letter ha.s been sent by llabii Jitendra Nath Roy to the address 
of the'Secretary to this Council: -- 

6, BARRACKPOnE TRUNK ROAD. 

P. O. Cossiporo ; 

The 12th Marchy 1924. 

Dear Sir, , 

In reply to your D.O. letter No. 480L., dated the 1.3th February, 1924, I and the 
other memborH of my family hep to eonvey throuch you our thanks to the President of 
the Bengal I..epiHlative Council for the kind reh'ronee which he marie regarding the death 
of Babu Nalininath Uoy and to the mombcrsi for the sympathetic maimer in which they 
were pleased to reootvo the reference. 

Yours truly, 

Jitendra Nath Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall ask the Secretary to include this letter 
In the recofd of our proceeding-s. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Muhammadans in Government service. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: As a Muhammadan 
member of the Swaraj jtarty I think it is my ilicumbent duty to speak on 
such a momentous resolution that has been brought before the Council 
^ by my friend Khan Bahadur Musharruf Hossaiu. It is very good of 
him at this very critical moment in the history of our country and of the 
legislature in India to bring in a resolution which is fraught with great 
dangers and consequenceB.^ I have heard with the groatest possible 
attention the speeches delivered by the mover, Khan Bahadur Easi 
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Zahirul Haq and Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, The Miibnnimadani^i of 
Bengal, although they are in a majority, still in puhlio services they are 
in a minority; there is no denying of the fact and every one of us 
present hei‘e also arknorrledges the same. The Muharumndan and Hindu 
members of the Swaraj party after their election to' the Council thought' 
it iiei‘essary— all India also thought it neces.sary - that it was essential 
for the unity and good-will of both communities that they shotild come 
yto an agreement. Cnless and until there is an agreement it is impo.ssible 
to attain Swaraj for which all true Indians are struggling. That being 
the case, the leader of my |mrty thought it l)est with the concurnuice of 
the memlnus to come to an agreement among.-^t themselves as to what 
woiibl lie the position of tlie Muhammadans and Hindus in the country 
when we obtain full provim al autonomy. Immediately after the publica* 
tion of that agreement in the newspapers Khan Bahadur Musharraf 
Hossain from distant dalpaiguii .sent in a resoluti<m taking hiscue from 
that agreement- asking that SO per <*ent, of the posts in Government 
servi(‘es should be given to the Muhammadans. Those who are elo.se 
observers of the pr(*sent movement must hu\e noticerl tliut there is a 
section of the Hindu jniblic which is decrung the pa< t and wants t(j do 
tiway with it and thus stultify our revered leader Mr. C. U. Das. The 
paet that has been fonnulated has not been a((‘eple<l by the Hindu com- 
munity as jin*li()le and it is neces>aiy that this part should lx* understood 
and >up]>orted both by the Hindus ami Muhammadans of tlie whole 
yuovime. Till now we had no time t<» go to the count! v and pline our 
views before it. That being tlie case, we aie not in a ]s»sition to convince 
tlie other sei tion of the Hindu coinmunitv wiiieh is dei iying the jiact, 
but if my friend Khan Bahadur Musharruf Hossain would luing in his 
resolution in a mon* auspicious lime the eountr> might b»‘ prepared to 
accept it; inemlHUs of the Swaraj party, both Hindus slid Muham- 
madans, would he (juile willing to accept it. At present the position of 
the Swaraj paitv is not secure because there is another jMirt^ whic h wants 
to dethrone them and turn them out so that the jiosition which the 
Swaraj ynirty n^w occujnes may be ocvupied by them. As such, the 
Swarajists think and rightly think tliat it is not the nyx* moment to 
bring in such a resolution. 

I yield to none in rny devotion to the cause of my eomniunity and there 
fjre many of us who have forced Mr. K. Dus and the other Hindu 
members of our party to give us our right or at least to acr’ept the 
principle which govenui every democratic country in the world. That 
is, if you want to have a democracy you must go on a certain basis — 
oither yiopulation basis or something else. Mr, C. It. Das has adoptecl 
the basis of {>opulation and as such he has accepted the principle that the 
Muhammadans being in a majority of 55 per cent, in Bengal are entitled 
to a larger share than 55 p^r cent, of Government appointments and other 
appointments at the disposal of Government. May I ask my other 
Hindu friends, who do not see eye to eye with me, if they recognise this 
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very just principle which Mr. Das has recognised ? I say that they d® 
not. So this resolution is most inopportune at the present momient. 

Mr. Khaitan yesterday in his speech said that he had the greatest 
sympathy with such a resolution. I interrupted him asking* how many 
Muhammadans he had employed in the Birla Brothers, Ltd. Under his 
control there are three combined new^spapers — the Bengalee^ the Empire 
and the -he is a great employer of labour. The Birla Jute Milla 

is controlled In him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot imagine what that has got to do with 
the resolutien. You have mentioned the name of Birla Brothers. We 
know nothing of Birla Brothers in this Council and the name does not 
ajise. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: My friend Mr. Khaitan 
is the Director of a company called Birla Brothers, Ltd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you bringing a personal charge against the 
member? You are not entitled to do that. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am not going to bring 
any personal charge against any member. My frien(l who has shown so 
much sympathy with the Muhammadans ought to have shown it by 
practical proof. We do not want lip sympathy. We have been told by 
Mr. Khaitan that the Marwaris are the most oppressed community, but 
they have got two representatives in the Council one by the back door 
of nomination, and the other through election by the Marwari Chamber 
of Commerce. According to their population they are are not entitled 
to 80 much representation; however we do not grudge it, but to say 
something against us is most undignified for a man of his position. The 
Marwaris are foreigners in thi.s country; they are not subjects of His 
Britannic Majesty; they live in certain States; they have come here to 
make money and then go away. Bengal is not benefited by their coming. 

MMnber in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMElIV (the Hon'ble 
Sir Hugh Stiphenson): On a point of order. Does the question 
of Marwaris arise in this resolution? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Of course, it does not arise. I have pulled up 
the member once, Mauivi Sahib, if you persist in such irrelevant talk 
I shall have to ask you to resume your seat, but f have no wish to do that, 
I ask you to pass on to something relevant. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: What we the Muham- 
madan Swarajist members do in this Council will be keenly watched by 
the whole country and if we vote against the resolution we will be dubbed 
at traitors. 



1924 .] 


MOSLEMS IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 


«9 


Dr. A. tUHRAWAROY: No, no. By whom? 

MaHivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: By the other paity. 
Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYs By the traitors. 

Mauivi McL NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: We want to make our 

position perfectly clear. We, the Muhammadan membera, want our 
due jkare but not from the bureaucratic Government. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Ahaitaii has said that the pact was a bait given by the Swaraj party 
to keep the Muhammadans to their side I challenge this statement of 
my friend. This is most unju.**t for a man lik** Mr. Khaitan to impute 
motives. Mr. Khaitan himself knows that unless and until there is 
unity lietween the two communities it is useless to hope for any form of 
fiwanij. If Mr. Khaitan wants to remain by himself, if he does not want 
that there should be unity between the Ilindus and Muhammadans in this 
country, I think he i.s quite justified in saying that, but a man who has 
the be«t interests of India at heart will say otherwise. And if it i.s a 
bart I say it is not on the side of the Swaraj JMirty, but it is n luiit on 
the .«ide of the bureaucracy. The bureaucracy has put up a man to come 
up with such a resolution in order to drive a wedge between the two 
communities. • 

The Ilon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson said yesterday that the meraliers 
of this Council want to avoid the awkwardne.ss of u division. I say, Sir, 
we do not want to avoid the awkwardness; we wdll lM)ldly say we want to 
go into the division lobby. I say that the awkwardness is with the 
Government and I challenge the Government that they will be in an 
awkward position if there be a division and they vote with the other 
party. If the Government want that the Muhammadans should be given 
80 per c*ent. of the appointments, why then do they not accept the resolu- 
tion? Government can do much of its own motion. I a.sk the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson how many apiiointments have lieen filled up by 
Muhammadans since 1885 when the Government of India decided that the 
epecial claims of Muhammadans should be recognised by the provincial 
Governiuents and other local uuthqyities. In ^ circular was issued 
to the effect that one-third of the ministerial apjKiintments should be 
given to Muhammadans. The Government were asleep for 29 years, and 
if Government can sleep for 29 years and if within these years the 
minimum of one-third could not be attained, what can we expect from 
them, who are insincere to the backbone? The principle of 33| per cent, 
as accepted in 1914 and up to date the reciuisite 33j per cant, 
of tbe appoiiftments has not been given to my community. If the 
resolution is passed how long will it take to give effect to such a retdu- 
tion? I say it will take more than 100 years. When the Hindus 
Muhammadans of the Swaraj party will get provincial autonomy, it may 
be within a year or two this insincerity of Government will disappear 
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and the Muhammadans will get their proportionate share of appoint- 
ments. We guarantee that the Hindus who are here will give us 80 per 
cent, of the appointments and we will force Mr. Das and the wholo 
Hindu community to give us 80 per cent, of the posts. I asked certain 
questions to Sir Hugh Stephenson and the other members of Government 
requesting them to inform us how many posts will fall vacant during the 
present year on account of age limit and the answer I got invariably was 
that the information is not readily available and its value is not com- 
mensurate with the trouble involved in collecting it. If that the 
attitude of Government and if Sir Hugh Stephenson is not willH^ to 
impart to us this legitimate information, what can we expect from this 
bureaucratic Government and how can we exjject from him and his likes 
that if the resolution is passed it will be given effect to literally? 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN* I am told that the speaker said 
that I am not a British Indian citizen. That statement is incorrect and 
I hope the rest of his speech is as incorrect as this statement. 

Mauivi Mdt NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I did not say that to you 
Mr. Khaitan. I said that of the Marwaris who come to Bengal and make 
money and go away to their homes from where they have descended upon 
Bengal. 

MMlIvi ABDUL GAFUR; I must thank the Hon’blo the President 
for allowing me to speak in this subject although during the budget 
discussion I was not allowed an oppoitunity to Bi)eak. The position 
of the Sw'araj party in this connection is very peculiar indeed, inasmuch 
as it amounts to a test of the sincerity of that party in so far as 
giving effect to the Pact is concerned. The direct motive of Khan 
Bahadur Musharruf Ilossain is perhaps to bring us down in the esti- 
mation of the Muhamma<lan public and as my friend who has just 
sat down said, we run the risk of Ixnng looked upon as traitors and 
the Khan Bahadur will be lookeil upon as the only man who desires 
the good of the community. Sir, are wo, the Swarajists, not desirous 
of the good of our community? Tbe mover of this resolution was 
also a memher of the last Council, Sir, hut what forbade him from 
bringing in this resolution at that time? He has put forwanl this 
resolution only to create a split in (he Swaraj camp. (A voice: Khan 
Bahadur Musharruf Hossain was not a memher of the lest Council.) 
If that bo so, I am sorry I used the expression; I withdraw it now. 
We, the Swarajist Muhammadans, are in a peculiar position. Our 
grievances are many, hut we do not get any redress anywhere. It is 
said that the policy of the Government has always been, to bring the 
Muhammadans over to its side, but we find that its policy has always 
been to throw the Muhammadans down to the mercy of the Hindus; 
for is m>t the administration of the country practically run by the 
Hindus? The high European officers under Government care very little 
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for the Muhammadan candidates when they approach them for seirice. 
I know from personal knowledge that Muhammadan candidates may 
break their heads against the walls of their departments, but the author- 
ities will not listen. The result is that w© are driven to seek the 
help of the Hindus. So it w’ill be a suicidal policy on our jvart- not 
to join hands with them and I think it is best for the country as a 
whole that we should do so to rescue our community from the dangers 
and diflSculties to which it is subject. Therefore, we formed the Swaraj 
party to safeguard our rights and it is with a view to introduce a 
split into this party of Hindus and Muhammadans that this restdution 
has been brought forward. We should not ask anything fmm a hureau- 
eiatic (Toveniment, Ikh-uus© we have Immui asking this very thing from 
them for many years, hut to no purpose. Therefore, we have ilccitled 
to take up another policy, and to tinstrato this policy this residntion 
has been movM. Sir, if the Swarajists vote against this resolution 
it is bound to 1 k^ (lefeat(\l. Therefore, it would all the mot© unwise 
for ns the Muhammadan members ot the Swaraj pai-ty—to come otit 
of it and vote for the resolution; and even if it he carried— altliough 
it is hardly likely that it should - it will not be given effect to, at 
least not in the proportiem Iniil d(»wn in (he resolution. It will |KThaps 
take one hundred years to make up that iinmher and during that time 
the Ilindns, exelnsiv^ of the Muhammadans, w'ill have accjuircxl Swaraj 
and then we, *left to ourselves, will not Ih' able to partake or have a 
share in the administiatioi» w’ith them. That is why we thouglil it 
best to tbnn a party ami we should stick to the (tihuI of that jmriy. 

Fifteen or twcnity days ago we imjdored Khan Bahadur ^Insharruf 
Hos«ain to withdraw his resolution in order to save the sitnaticni. lie 
did not do so; and even when we brought forward an ameiidmeni and 
showt^l it to him, it was not accepted, we do not know why. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know* to what you are referring. There 
is actually an amendment on the pajier. How cun you say that it was 
not accej)ted? 

Mauivi ABDUL GAFUR; I mean, Sir, that the Khan Bahadur did 
not accept the amendment w© proposed to his resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then that is an entirely different thing. Pleas© 
go on. 

Mauivi ABDUL GAFUR: We drafted an amendment and sIiowikI 
it to him, but he would neither accept it nor withdraw his own resolution. 
He has brought forward this resolution only to make the situation 
difficult and bring us down in the estimation of the Muhammadan 
public. 

As regards ap|>ointraents, Sir, we know that they are made not by 
Government, but by tbe Hindus, because they are the high offif ers at 
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least in the districts. Therefore if we go away to-day from the Swaraj 
party and vote for the resolution the result will be thjat we shall 
estrange the feelings of the Hindus and always remain in their hands, 
and have to live miserable lives. I therefore still implore Khan Bahadur 
MuHharruf Hossain to withdraw his resolution and save the situation. 
If he does so, he will not incur the censure of those Muhammadan 
members who think that the passing of this resolution will do good 
to the Muhammadan community. Let us wait and see what we can 
do with Swaraj, and when Swaraj comes I do not think the Hindus 
with Das as their leader will be in a position to play false with us. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LAND REVENUE 
(the Hon’hle the Maharajailhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): May I draw 

your attention to one fact, Sir, and it is this : when Maulvi Muhammad 
Nurul Huq Chaudhury delivered his speech he once mentioned 
Mr. Khaitan as ‘‘Khaitan” only. Now Maulvi Abdul Gafur mentions 
Mr. C. R. Das as ‘‘Das” only. I do not think it is proper. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I make allowances for the exuberant eloquence 
of speakers. Maulvi Sahib, you should not have referred to Mr. C. R. 
Das as “ Das.” 

Mr. C. R. DAS: I do not mind it at all. 

Maulvi ABDUL CAPUR: We will not allow the Hindus to play 
false with us or to deprive us of our legitimate share in the administra- 
tion of the country. 

In connection with this resolution, Sir, we may take two ways — either 
to remain with the Hindus and vote against the resolution or to remain 
with the Government. We had always followed the second course 
and done so to our disaster. Therefore, we do not wish to take such 
a step any more. I think as Swarajist Muhammadans, we should stick 
to our policy and should wait and see what happens. At the same time 
I would implore Khan Bahadur Mushamif Hossain to withdraw his 
resolution. 

Mr. J. A. JONES: I rise to offer my conSblence to the pvarty opposite. 
(Hear, hear). It is always painful to see goml men in adversity — 
unable to explain themselves and not quite clear as to what they them- 
selves mean. When Mr. C. R. Das issued his pact, I confess that 
I was simple enough to be taken in by it. I said : “ Here at least 
is a reed statesman who sees that Swaraj cannot be attained until the 
differences between the Hindus and the Muhammadans have been 
settled and that the only way of settling them is to secure equal advan- 
tages for the Muhammadans in tlie employments and government of 
the country.” I was a little distressed when somewhat later, we were 
told that this pact was not a pact but a subject for discussioa. How- 
ever, my faith revived when Mr. C. E. Das, in an interview, once more 
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affirmed that it was his firm belief that unless and until the pact waa 
accepted there could be no Swaraj for India. Well, Sir, my friend 
over here has taken him at his word, and he has put on the paper a 
resolution which is briefly the pact: but I am greatly astonished 
to find that instead of having drafted a similar resolution Mr. Das has 
put down a motion that the discussion should be adjourned sine die* 

I find also that this movement begins to arouse the worst suspicions 
in my nature, because I recollected now that the pact is postponed 
for eternity or some other distant dale, that it was intnxluced at the 
very appropriate moment, when Mr. Das wanted to secure the support 
of as many Muhammadans as possible (Rear, hear). We are now in 
the very unpleasant position of seeing the Swaraj party very much 
like a fraudulent company, which issues a misleading prospectus. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: Thanks. I hope you are not the judge. 

Mr. d. A. JONES: But when they are called on to deliver goods, they 
say that they regret that a section of the shureholdeis of the com|xiny 
are unwilling to part with them. 

AVe have heard froni one speaker opposite that this ofTcr- this 
promise — will 1h» fulfilled when Swaraj is established. It seems to me 
that Mr. C. It. Das finds himself very much in the position of the 
benign Goveinnmnt. AA'hat is Mr. Dus’s complaint against the Gov- 
ernment of India? I tliink ho admits or he ought to admit that the 
Government have promised and intend to gi\’e Swaraj. Flis grieva!jc© 
is that they will not give it now. lie has promised to give the 
but he takes care not to give it now. One other jwint, aiul curiously 
enough, the same reasons are givc;p. 1 am astonished to find that thi» 
party has acquired all the tricks of the bureaucracy (Hear, hear) su(‘h 
as “ the time is not ripe: public opinion is not ready.” We have heard 
these statements from the Government benches, and now Mr. Das it 
complacentlj" repeating them through his lieutenants. I should like 
to know exactly, and I will ask him to name the date when the pact 
is to come into operation. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: Will you help us to get Swaraj? 

Mr. J. A. JONES: Apart from other considerations, I am convinced 
that the resolution embodies a principle which is substantially correct. 

I do not bind myself to the exact proportion, but I maintain that 
through certain historical circumstances the Muhammadans have failed 
to obtain their fair share in the administration of the country and 
that it is high time that the balance should be made up (Hear, hear). 
If by the present methods of selection, which teem to he unduly 
academic, they are unable to obtain their fair share^ then these metbodi 
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must be changed, and Wause I believe that the resolution is, in sub- 
8tan(;e, a resolution of justice, I intend to vote for it. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH MITRA; I cannot admire the good sense 
of niy esteemed friend, ^han Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf Hossain, for 
introducing the motion at a moment when all sections of the community 
arc* engaged in solving the great problem of devising means and methods 
ff;j the attainment of Swaraj, the birthright of the human race. The 
paialhd of this activity in the Council is the scene of two brothers quarrel- 
ling over a bronze trinket when their house is on fire. Undivided atten- 
ti<'n and apjdicution of all sections of the community forgetting all 
1}ie!r communal grievances for granting Swaraj is what is urgently nece^i- 
sarv at the present moment. friend has given expression to an 

acnii sense of dissatisfaction of his community owing to a smaller number 
of ihern being employed in the public services. But is the state of 
mi'id based on a sound appreciation of the condition of things in Bengal? 
^J'l'iie it is that the percentage (»f Muhaminiulaii [jojmlation in Bengal 
i'' ' little higl‘<'r than that of the followers of other creeds, hut is it m-t 
a tiict that the majority of the Muhammadans in Bengal are agrieiil- 
tuii.'^ts who foim th(‘ hold iXMisantry of the Province and who never think 
of ('titering the public services? The portion of the Muhammadan 
iJOjMilat ion who are eomjtefent to he enqiloytal in puhlic services and 
at all think of being cmidoyed in public service's is ar microscopic 
minority ns compared with the number (♦[ the followers of other faiths 
who are competent to hold public services and seek for the same? Has 
my friend taken the figure of the Muliamniadan graduate's and under- 
graduates who are already employed and unemployed and the figure of 
the* non-Muhammadan graduates and unde^rgradueites who are similarly 
employed and unemployed? I daresay the jtroportiowate number of 
UTjemple>yed (jualified men among th^ Hindus is fur greater than the 
same number among the Muhammadans and my frieuid’s apprehension 
of bitterness of f<*elings among the Muhammadans for paucity of the 
numleer in public services is rather imaginary than real. 

It cannot be denied by my friend that this hankering after service 
cannot hut foster slave mentality and eonseejuent degradation among 
Ills eo-religionists and he, as ehamjeion of his eonimunity, ought to be 
th«' last man to emmurage this deplorable eopdition among the followers 
of his faith. 

There is another point of view which should not l)e lost sight of in 
this controversy. The policy of advocating entiy in the public services 
thi’oiigh the back door on the ground of communal representation would 
hn^ " tlie inevitable effe<‘t of demoralizing the Muhammadan youths. It 
would stifle their power of struggle for existence and what now appears 
to be a boon would in the long run prove to be a curse. 

I need not dwell at length upon the criticism of the policy of com- 
, muual representation as compared with the policy of open competition 
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in public senice, as I fear such criticism may not be palatable to some 
of my friends here. I protest against tkis motion all the more strongly 
at the present moment as detailed discussion of its merits may lead to 
accentuate the race and caste feeling among the different sections of 
the community which all fair-minded men ought to try his level best 
to avoid for the attainment of the great goal of Swaraj. 

The policy of communal representation, if once ndoi)ted in Bengal, 
winch is populated by men of so niany^crml and cast(v<, 8ul)-castes and 
under sub-castes, will give ri.se to many comjdicated questions wbii'h 
cannot be easily solved. The deprcs.scd clas.ses, the Kayasthas, the 
Brahmans, the Vaidyas, the Nabasaks and a host of other castes will 
come forward with their d<‘inand for communal representation and the 
(ioverniuent will be beset with difficulties in giving effect to the>e 
demands of tlie communities. So I tliink it will be better for my friend 
the mover of this re'^olution to wiT Iraw it at llu' present moment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Major Hassan Suhrawardy^f 1 would 

like t<» take this op]a.rtnnity of saying a few wurdN in eonnei'tion witli 
th(‘ lesolution (>t m.\ fiieml. Khan Bahadur Mnsharruf liossain. 1 do not 
ih'siTo tt. discuss «hethei liih demand.s are extravagant or not or vhctliei 
tin* ileiiia nds im*)o>sihle of fa'ing put into practice by (iovm nmcnl or 
wlie‘liei it is an inspired resolution clevcaly put !(► slnov the hollowness 
ot e nnich landed II indn-Moslem pact. I wish tt» say ii few words ^ 
about th(‘ reiiiescntation of my community in the pnblit* services in this 
<‘(niiitry. I f(»r one believe in the rexival of u s])irit of enterprise of 
trade and oommen c in my community. 1 would like to s<’c Malikut Tnj- 
jars and Fukhnttjar amongst ns — tin* merchant jirinces who w<*re the 
biiihh'is and the bnUvark.s of Islamic power. The Mam procession of 
llaji Karbalia and Mirza Muhammad Misbki. the noble bequests in coii- 
nection with the llooghly Imambara of IJaji Md. Mohsin are instances ot 
whtit tin* Muslim mcrclmnt princes bavi^ done for religious ami churitjiblt* 
institutioms within recent times. I would like my community to be 
like that oiipi-essed community — one of employers and not the employed — 
that oppressed community which my friend Babu 1). P. Khaitan so 
worthily repre.sents. It is difficult of attainment or it might take u long 
time to materialise. Meanwhile I find that unemployment is staring 
us in the face and the Muhammadan community is suffering very badly 
from it and therefore I would like to advocate adequate representation 
of ray community in all the st^rvices, although, as I have said before, 

I would like to see them a.s employers of, rather than as seekers of, 
service. In my manifesto on the eve of the election I said: — 

I am of opmion that th« Mualinu will remain a dead weight on tho wheel of progreen 
unleai they are helped by other communttiee to obtain the benefiu of VVeetem educa- 
tion in order to bring tbemselvee up to the level of proeperity and contentment enjoyed 
by their compatriota. 
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One of the surest means of ensuring contentment is by solving the bread 
problem amongst the Muhammadans, who are admittedly poor. I 
also said ; — 

For the above reasons 1 am of opinion that Muslim youths should be given special 
facilities for admission into schools and colleges for obtaining cultural as well as voca* 
tionai education. An adequate representation of the Muslim community is for ^e 
reasons necessary in Government, Eailway and Mercantile service and industrial 
undertakings. 

It has been said that DeshbanQhu Chittaranjan Das has thrown this 
pact as a bait to the Muslim community. I for one do not consider that 
a bait has been thrown out by Mr. C. R. Das to the Muslim community 
in order to keep them within the fold of the Swaraj party (Hear, hear). 
V^r. C. R. Das is a statesman gifted with foresight, and as a broad-minded 
" man of culture, I believe, he has no communal prejudice. He realised 
that the just and adequate claims of the Muhammadan community must 
be satisfied in order to attain Swaraj. I cannot imagine of any national^ 
ism which ignores the just claims of the Muhammadans who form 55 per 
cent, of file population. What nationalism can there be which will 
not take into consideration the political importance and the numerical 
strength of the Muhammadans of thjs Province? If any nationalist 
think.s that it can be attained without the Muhammadan element lieing 
adequately and effectively represented in the services, I pm afraid, he 
is not gifted with any political vision and in spite of Lis being a graduate 
or in spite of his having obtained education in a university, he is a 
narrow-minded bigot. The Muhammadan community so far has not 
got the chances which it deserves. Even Government, in its solicitude 
to do justice to needs of the Muhammadan community, had ruled 
that only one4hird of the appointments should be given to Muham- 
madans. If a larger and larger number of Muhammadans be not 
taken into the Government services, the one-thifd basis will never 
answer our requirement nor satisfy our demands. We are not in 
the rates of one-third in this Province. On the population basis we 
are 55 per cent. Even the Lucknow pact, which at the pre.sent moment 
stands condemned as an obsolete thing, gave us 40 per cent, representa- 
tion, That basis of one-third was inaugurated in the year 1885 and 
revived from time to time whenever it was necessary to conciliate Moslem 
feeling—as for instance, during the agitation following the partition of 
Bengal or during the war or the lion-co-operation movement or at the 
present moment when the Muhammadans hold the balance of power in 
the Council. This is by n6 means a just proportion. But we find that 
even this one-third recruitment in Government service is honoured more 
in the breach than in its obsenance. In the High Court and the 
Judicial Department we find that the Muhammadan munsifs and subordi. 
nate judges are in a hopeless minority. In the University of Calcutta 
we find that there are no Muhammadans in the superior grades of aervicef 
in the offices. My community is represented only by a few duftriei; i: 
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Wt certainly want that the needs of our community should be safe- 
guarded and should be satisfied in a just manner , and therefore the 
pact which the Swarajists propounded will do at least one good, even 
though it might be ineffective and might not be given effect to till 
Swaraj is attained. The Khan Bahadur had done a wise thing in bring- 
ing this resolution, as it has given an opportunity to the Muhammadans 
to ventilate their views in the Council ; and as the Hon*ble Sir Hugh 
Stephenson said, Government would be very glad to have the whole 
subject ventilated in the Council as a whole, so that Government might 
know what was the considered opinion of the House in I'egard to it. 
When the Council had given the Government the guidance which it 
needed, Government, as a whole, would consider it; and the Hoii’ble Sir 
Hugh Stephenson also said that bet'uuse the Government included three 
Muhammadan Members, the c laims of the Muhammadan community 
would be put fairly strongly before the Government in its cabinet meet- 
ing. We hope that the Government in its revisional powers will so 
alter the one-third basis as to ensure to the Muhammadan community 
a just, adequate and equitable representation in all the services. 

Bgbil MANMATHA MATH ROY: I had no desire to speak on this 
motion, but 1 find that the bona fi.des of the party to which I belong has 
been questioned, and I cannot remain silent. It has been said that the 
pact was a mere bait. In other circumstances, I would have jgnoied 
this statement, and freated it wdth the contempt that it deservos, but 
there is the danger, there is the likelihood of this suggestion creating 
a wrong impression, and I hasten to rejnidiate this suggestion, and ili.s- 
abuse the minds of my Moslem friends of any misapprehension. We 
welcome and appreciate the spirit and Ihe policy of this resolution. 
We have the utttiost confidence in Hindu-Moslem unity And we sincerely 
believe that mutual good-will and understanding are essential to the 
maintenance and preservation of that unity. Call it by any name you 
■will, call it a bait if that will please you or if that suits you, call it by 
namee even harder — you cannot disturb far less destroy the foundation 
on whi(^ it re.sts. But uu^h a.s I would have been inclined to support 
• this resolutioD, I feel that it is misplaced and mistimed — misplaced 
because we do not want our domestic differences to be settled by out- 
siders, and mistimed becojise Sw'araj has not yet lieen attained. In 
these circumstances, I appeal to my Hon’ble friend the mover not to 
press this resolution. I can assure him that the time is not far off when 
we, Hindus and Moslems, sbaU be in a position to settle our mutual 
differences without interference or wire-pulling by intriguers. 

Kumr SHIB BHBKHARiiWAR RAYl It is rather painful to 
I take part in such a discussion in which nothing but communal jealous^s 
and communal recnminatifms are given a most undue and undeserving 
lurominence. And, Sir, it is still more deplorable that such a matter 
has been broached at a time when all sections of the people, specially 
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the moflt politically minded of them, aro eagerly and sincerely trying for 
ai solution of the thing which is a festering sore in our body-politic. 

()ne of the greatest leaders of our people, has, by a bold stroke of 
genius, in spite of much heckling, in spite of much abuses being heaped 
upcni him by some of his countrymen and co-religionists, espoused tlie 
cause of the Muhammadans and has suggested a cure for this noxious 
thing. And let me tell you, Sir, that it is not a mere quackery nor the 
decree of an autocrat, for the results of the recent bye-elections after 
“^the fonnation of the pact in highly advanced Hindu constituencies like 
•South Calcutta anti Jessore and in which the jmct was one of the impor- 
tant i’k.sucb, have (dearly sliowji that « majority of the Hindus in the 
( ountry apj>rove of his courageous action. But it is a thousand pities— 
it is a pity of pities — that l)efore^ that great leaden has been allowed time 
to s(‘('ure his ground and to make his counsel of conciliation prevail in 
tli(‘ c<)untr>\ this matter has l>een brought to rousei those very comnuiiisd 
jealousies and to eui the ground from underneath him. And by win ic 
fsir, has this motion been brought? By one who has Wn fort\in.tt*^ 
efHiugh to secure a Khan Bahadurshij) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: K uinai Sahib, alter all you are a Kumar and the 

same ((‘mark might be made* about you. This is iittt worthy of v(-n 

• 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: All right. I omit that: at 
least who had never taken any prominent j»art in politics, who in everv 
division in this CouikuI Hall, we have qprselves seen, invariably votes 
again.st the majority of his countrymen and co-religioni^'ts. Sir, hi' 
motions we could have afforded to ignore hut iMdiind this the cloven-f(>ot 
\h plaiidy visible. It is an ins]>ired thing, inspired nob by a well-wisher 
of the conntrv, but by those who in their inordinate love for the present 
form of (b>v(‘rnment by favouritism, is afraid of any amity between the 
Himliis and Moslems, and true to the hide-lx>und traditions now seeks to 
sow fresh seeds (d dissension and discord. Sir, this is a motion not by 
any of the party who really stH*k nindu-Mu||^n unity and further the 
•cause of Indian nationalism, but is the work of the withered hand want- 
ing to wi(dd this deiwepit Government mox'hinery lubricated by Hindu- 
Moslem strife. 

Sir, I do not belong to the Swaraj party nor am I am a party to the 
“Swaraj-national pact, but to the underlying principle of this clause of 
the pact, wliich s^'eks to do nothing more than justice to the Muham- 
madans, I fully subsrril)e. And we irrespective of our class or creed, 
the Hindus and Muhammadans, the twin sons of Mather Bengal, have 
li^en upon ourselves to set the wrong right. That is the whole history 
<»f the pact. I do not know where the baiting lies here unless the bait- 
ing referred to by my friend Mr. Khaitan was discovered with the ebar- 
Acteristic liargaining instincts of his community. Sir, baiting and 
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Imrgaining are the game of those who take pride in exploiting the help* 
less, and not of those who want to serve their motherland. Why then 
force our hands and make an inopportune attempt at extortion. Neither 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, nor Sir Hugh Stephenson nor Mr. C. R. Das, nor 
we here in this Council Hall can be the sole arbiters of our fate, 
irrespective of all considerations of the country outside. I would ask 
the House to consider that amongst the Hindus there are fanatics, and 
we in our endeavour to realise this clause of the pact, which as the 
noble leader has said reinnitedly, mu.st«lx» carritnl out, shall have to 
carry the countr>' with us and (a)iivince the fanaticudly minded Hindus 
of the justice of the thing. It might Is? a jHiying game to some to 
alternately set the Hindus and Muhammadaiks at one a^udher but a 
tiue lover of his niotlierland must conciliate iKith, secure justice for all 
and Imild up a united Iinlian nation. Sir, it is for the first time in the 
history of the Hritish administration of Hengal tliat the Hindus and 
Muliaiamadans in e(jual numbers have flocked under a commoii banner to 
figlit a common (musc and 1 apinnil to my colleagues here to give tha^ 
noble band of selfless Hindus and Moslem soum time to consolidate the 
gi( ‘ ?id and not raise an undue amount umbrage at the very outset. 

I to the members of tiiis House to appraise the worth and motive 

of ti e Khun Hahadtir’s resoltition and to refuse to support Ids insidioU". 
invidious nnd^ill-tiihed demand 

Maidvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Ml. Ib’ivsident , — The Kumar Sahib in 
hi' .-is'eclk has intorin(*(l vhe House that tin* Klian Huhudur is not known 
t( l.iii e, and that h(' Itas hroAyrht thi> resolulimi at tin* instigation t)f 
s(.n!e!s;dy. Ia‘t im* tell the Kumar that wry iM>ssihly he was running 
iiit. the la]> (d‘ his muses when the Khan Bahadur had a scsit in the 
(\)ii!i(il (dianihor. (A Voi<'t‘: When was thaty”) It is a pity, Sii, 
that the Kumar Sahib .sees the hands of other jmu'hous in the demands 
that tin' Muhammadans are making and are emboldened to make Is'cause 
ot the juiet that has hcsMi inaugurated in this country. Sir, us far a.s 
the n-volution is eone<‘rned, we are to eonsFder three things. First, If 
we .slnuild a<'(‘ept the ies(,lution; see4»ndly, if we should rejei’t it; nn»l 
thirdly, if wc should make .some modifleations in order that tin* reMilu- 
lion may l)e accepted. For myself, when T saw this resolution, T imme- 
diately concluded that of all jMMsons, the memlM*r.s of the Swaraj 
pjirty will Ih? the fir^f to come forward to supiMut it and .s(h* this resolu- 
tion through. I hoi)ed and I still hope that after the apfieal made by 
Khan Bahadur Mushainif Hossuin the leader of the Swaraj paity, 
Mr. C. R. Das, he with bis matchless eloquence, would traiisfonn the 
whole House into the united supjK>rter8 of the Muhammadan demand. 
But, Sir, I find to my regret that Mr. Das himself has put in an. amend- 
ment which aims at shelving this resolution sins dis. I do not know 
what this means. My friend Mr. Khaitan says that the pact was not' 
ing hut a bait to catch Muhammadan members of the Swaraj party. I 
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never believed that, and can never believe it so far aa Mr. Das is con- 
cerned. 1 know, my country knows, of the sacrificed Mr. Das has made 
for the oountrjs and he is a man who cannot and should not be accused 
of insincerity. But there are many things which could be said against 
Mr. Das. He at least suffers at times from weakness. When there was 
a howl raised by the members of the Hindu community that the Hindu- 
Moslem pact was a mistake, and that they were not at all willing to 
support it, Mr. Das had immediately to say that his was a mere sug- 
gestion. Sir, us I was anxious^o know the views of the Swarajists and 
other persons of the Hindu) community I attended the meeting at Mirza- 
pore Park. Some gentlemen said that the pact could not be conducive 
to the welfare of the country. Mr. Das had to say again' that his waa 
a mere suggestion and if the Hindu community had any other sugges- 
tion to make, let them come forward and the matter would be decided. 
If 1 make a pact, it is my duty, my sacred duty to stick to it. If the 
countrj' go against it and think that to be a political error, then what is 
left to me is to walk out of the political arena. This is another weakness 
which he has shown ; and yet another weakness he has shown by moving 
tliat the consideration of this resolution be postponed sine die. D(m\s he 
desire that the Muhammadan community should get adequate represen- 
tation, roiuesentation to the extent of 55 per cent? Then he ought not to 
have suffered from lapse of memory when he told u5 whil^ giving his 
constructive progn^^nme that he would be willing to give 30 lakhs to 
Muhammadans as scholarships and another 30 lakhs for the students of 
the depressed classes. Why did he not remember that the Muham- 
madans were about 5 times larger in number than the members of the 
depressed classes? If the depressed classes could be given 80 lakhs, in 
all sincerity and according to the pact and according to tlieir numt)er 
give the Muhammadans their full share. It is necessary when you have 
made a pact, to see that the Hindus and Muhammadans unite, you should 
not Iwive any room for anyone to misjudge you. Sir, I wished and I 
still wish that Mr. Das would come forward and say that he supports 
this resolution in its entirety. 

I am afraid, Sir, that the talk of some of the meml>ers of the Sw’araj 
party, particularly of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhuiy' who has .said 
that we ought to wait for our proper share till Swaraj is attained, has 
not fhe merit of sincerity at all. Then what of this pact? Do yon 
think that the Muhammadans are entitled to what is gifen them ia 
the pact or is it that the members of the Swaraj party ipm compelled 
to accede to it because some of the Muhammadan membei^il^the peiiy^ 
insisted that it should be 55 per cent. ? If this is so, then certainly yO# 
ought to say so now. But if you actually think that the/ MuhamnUidans 
are entitled to 55 ]wr cent., then it is our duty to see that theV^ should 
get that right from now and no one has any right to refuse it from this 
very moment. (A Voice; We cannot ask the bureaucratic Government 
to do so.) You have begged that Government to release the political 
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jffisonera to repeal the repressive laws. This is what I ask that party 
to remember. If you think that they have got that right, that they 
should be there in that proportion, you have no other alternative but 
immediately to say so and grant that right, and then it will be for the 
members of this Government to decide whether they would grant our 
united demand. It has been said by some of the Swaraj members that 
it is the Government which is to blame : that Government has done 
absolutely nothing so far for Muhammadans. Is this soP There is the 
resolution of 1885 and again of 1914, ^d many other resolutions. If 
these have failed it is because it was of the< underlings who do not carry 
out the dictates of the Government, and who did not like to carry them 
out. It has been said by Mr. Abdul GafFur that if the momlK»rs of the 
Hindu community get the power they will l)e able to give us our righl.s. 
It was pointed out by some of my friends here, particularly by the Deputy 
President, that there i.s the Calcutta University which is in the hands of 
I he Hindus; have they given us a fair shai-eP The answer i.s “ No.” 
Then there is the Corporation of Calcutta on which our representation 
is totally inadequate rather nil in the service.s. The Muhammadans have 
never gt)t their proper share in the Corporation. So it is quite plain that 
w’e have not got justice from the Hindus. We do not care as to what 
the Government or the Hindus intend doing for us, what we want is 
our full and propea share. All we want is that if you actually belie\’e 
that the Muhkmmadans should have a particular place or are entitled to a 
particular right, l)e frank, be candid and give it to them straight. That 
in all we want and nothing more or lees. Why propose postjwning tliis 
resolution ,tinc die? Is if because some members of the Swaraj party 
have said tkat this matter will have/ to be considered again by the Hindu 
community? To that my answer is that be sure that the Hindu com- 
munity will never accede to this demand. Don’t you remember that 
when the Hindu Mahasabha met at Benares— 1 think it wa.s one of the 
biggest gatherings in the whole of India — they resolved unanimously 
that they could not agree to the pact ? There was present Pandit Moti 
I>al Nehru, that great man, the leader of the »Swaraj party;/! saw* the 
report in the Amrita Bazar Patrika written in ver>* small typo. (A 
voice: Don’t believe lying newspaper reports.) I saw that they had 
rejected that pact, and did not like to act upon it. We need not go so 
far; even in Bengal, we have it on the authority of Sir P. C. Ray, who is 
r^pected bo^ by Hindus and. Muhammadans alike, that the country I 
mjinn Hindfcj&mmunity is not to accept that pact. I would ask Mr. 

that as soon as Swaraj is attained he will be cost like 

to tflj^ihore and he will not be the dictator of the country, for it 
remembered that it will be the duty of the Hindu community 
their own interests and not to the interests of others of which 
ih^ lliVe given sufficiently clear indications. 

laa been said by a Hindu member from Jessore that we get suffi- 
cient employmrat as tillers of the soil, and that it is the members of 
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the Hindu community who do not get sufficient employment. It might 
be true, but to that I say, why donH you also cultivate your landP Take 
a share there and give us our proper share eveiywhere. That is all we 
want. That is the situation, and I hope the members of the Swaraj 
pii’ty particularly the great leader who is respected both by Hindus and 
Muha^^madans alike, should think seriously whether they should not 
iminediately accept the resolution. All we want is our right place, 
(rive us that and you will always find us fighting the battles of our 
conntry’s freedom with equal if*not greater vigour. 

Mr, EDWARD VILLIER8: I wish first of all to ally myself with 
Mr. Jones when he extends hi.‘< sympathies to Mr. C. R. Das for the 
unfortunate dilemma in which lie has been placed by some of his lieuten- 
ants who appear to have spent themselves in their attempt to pile 
rellion on Ossa in creating difficulties for Mr. Das to extricate himself 
from; and 1 fear he will find this a sofnewhat difficult task. Ono 
speaker, a Muhammadan, says, so far a« I can make out, that he prefers 
to get Swaraj from the Swarajists since lie thinks that thereby he will 
he able to keep a better eye on his dishonest Hindu friends in the event 
of .subsequent trouble. 

• 

In considering this resolution the Kuropeaii group— and*! think 1 am 
I'Utitled to siH^ak on their litdialf — find themselves to a certain extent 
on the horns of dilemma inasmuch as on the ono hand they disagm' 
fui'damentally with the laying down of any fuitlu'r detinite and ^js^ci- 
fic [lercentages to be adhered to, irresjK‘ctive of the consideration wliether 
these iwrcentages can in fact he worke«l u}> to' or not. Wo object 
indeed very atrongly to saddling ourselves with any further specific 
IKU'centages, leaving alonfe such a high iiorcentuge as the 80 jier cent, 
which plays such an imix>rtant part in the resolution. Indeed, in this 
connection I find my.self to a certain extent in agreement with 
Mr. Khaiton when he rnixies the hypothesis that thi.s percentage has 
lieen taken by Mr. Das as a bait ; it is true that the Kumar Sahib 
says that he cannot see where the bait lies. I suggest that the jiossi- 
hility of hi« being unable to see where the bail lies is because a good 
deal of it has already been swallowed. This is one horn of the dilemma. 
The other one is this, that although we are strongly opposed to 
percentages, we think that the Muhammadans of this Province should 
unquestionably lie given a greater percentage of the patronage of 
Government and of the Province generally and we feel this very strongly 
indeed. And it is the wish of the European group that we 
should leave no stone unturned to impress ui>on the Government the very 
strong feeling that we have that they should translate their words into 
action in the matter of giving a greater j^ercentage of appointments iy 
the Muhammadans. 
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MiUlvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: Example is better than 
precept. How many Muhammadans do you employ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No one interrupted you» Maulvi Sahib, when your 
were speaking. 

Mr. EDWARD VILLIER8: I could give ray friend on the opposite 
the assurance that we cmpl^’ many thousands of Muhammadans. 

Be iliat as it may, broadly speaking, the difficulty which the European 
group find is that on the one hand thej’ have the strongest objection tn 
any percentage being fixed, on the other they consider that a greater 
amount of patronage should be given to the Muhammadans. It is our 
intention to support this resolution because we wish to impress u]>on our 
Muhammadan friends that we intend to do all we cun to impress upon 
Government this particular point, even to the extent of sacrificing a 
principle which wc hold v<‘r>’ dear, namely, our unwillingness to ti<* 
(jin selves down to definite jK'rcentagcH until such time as this definite 
IRU’centage can he translated into action. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: 1 rise to move, hv way of amendment, that the 
further consideration of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf IlossainV 
motion be adjourned sitir (he. I am not well enough to take part in thiii 
very important debate but the importance of (he (juevtion raised is such 
that I thoughf it was my duty to come hen* and take ]>art in it. Sir, I 
have heard so many reasons advanced from so nuiny directions tlmt I 
wonder whether tlio members concerned cared to read the pact which they 
discussed and criticised. In fact, the whole controversy is clouded with, 
if I may say so, profound ignorance. I may assure tbh* House (hat I 
for one and the whole of my party admit that the Muhammadans do not 
enjoy a proper share in the administration of this country (hear, hear), 
ami w'henever the time come.s my Muhammadan friends will see that wer 
are true to our word. In fact. Sir, some of the members have said that 
they do not agree to any percentage })eiiig mentioned, in the resolution, 
but they appreciate the spirit of it. May I say that I entirely agfee with 
them, but how i.s it that not one of them has come forward with an 
amendment to that effect? It is very easy. If any such amendment had 
been put forward l)eforo the House, Hon’ble memljers would have found 
that I would have agreed with it and the whole of my party would have 
voted for it, and, in fact, the mover knows that that was the idea at one 
time. 

Mr. EDWARD VILLIER8: We did proiiose a resolution some three 
days ago but it was disallowed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! There is no foundation for any such statement. 

I must make it quite clear that the only amendment that was submitted 
to me was the amendment which stands in the name of Mr. C. R. Das. 
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Mr. C. R. DA8s Sir, I desire to point out how I #as compelled 
to put forward this amendment. It Feems to me that there is tsome 
misapprehension somewhere. "i3n the last occasion when this resolution 
was about to be taken up Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf Hossain spoke 
to me and asked me whether I would have any objection if the resolution 
is couched in general words without mentioning any percentage. I said 
“ Certainly not.^^ And an amendment was written out then and there 
and I was told by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that he had taken^t to the 
President and the President objected to it because a definite percentage 
was not mentioned, ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think what occurred was that the amendment 
was taken to the Secretary. If it had been submitted to me I would have 
passed orders on it. 


Mr. C. R. DAS. I confess it was not done formally but sometimes we 
take your decision in that way. I was merely stating what was brought 
to me, and upon that I thought that if an amendment like that could not 
bo i)roposed, the Only thing that could be done was to move for the 
adjournment of this resolution sine die. But even now if any amendment 
like that is allowed to be made, and if you are agreeable to it, I am 
perfectly agreeable to accept that amendment. But if it is not done in 
that way, the only course is to move the amendment which I have done. 

Now, Sir, I need not read the amendment because it is on the paper 
and it is merely for adjournment. What is the object of this resolu- 
tions. Is it really for the purpose of giving to the Muhammadans that 
to which they are entitled P WhyP We heard from the Hon'ble 
Member in charge that it will take some years more to give them the 
33 per cent, in the way they propose to give it. Supposing you pass this 
resolution, will you get your 80 per cent, within a measurable distance 
of timeP When do you think you will get itP lam afraid, I am sorry 
to have to say that there is something behind this resolution. I 
distinctly see behind this resolution the shadow of a shadowy Minister 
and the radiance of a greater personage. Sir, was it your direction or 
was it some blind malicious chance which drove my friend the mover and 
his supporters into what may be called the official block of the House the 
other day P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was under my direction, in order that you 
might hear what he said. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: But in any event it was most appropriate. Tou must 
remember the*time when this resolution is put forward before the House. 
We have a great struggle before us oh the budget, and it is necessary to 
lufe— I am only quoting the very words which have been cast in my 
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face — ^to lura some^of the Muhammadans away from Swaraj party and the 
Nationalist party, and possibly this is a bait. I do not think it will 
succeed but that is wh|^t is intended that it will take away some Muham* 
madans from us because directly you say that the comx^unity will be 
henefited — whether the community will he benefited «or not is another 
matter — but directly you say that the Muhammadan heart is stirred. 

Now, Sir, I wonder whether it is the appropriateness of 80 per cent, 
of the p#ts bein^ given to the Muhammadans which is in issue or what 
is known as the Bengal Hindu-Moslem Pact. I have heard a great deal 
about the difficulty in which I am jdaced. Mr. Jones in his usual style 
was most sympathetic. He is always sympathetic to me, and I thought 
he did me the honour of reading my speeches^ hut to lUy surprise I find 
that he has not read the very pact which he took upon himself to discuss. 
May I explain what it is. While I adhere to every word of this pact 
and when I solemnly promise to see that it is carricwl nut in this Province 
and to get the whole of Bengal to support this — it may be with slight 
modifications here and there — I cannot accei)t this resolution because it 
cuts away the very ground upon which this pact is based. For those who 
are ignorant of the pact may I read the fundamental proposition and the 
preamble to it? 

It is rettolvad that intprdor to ejittahluih a roal foundation of M>lf Clovf>mmont in this 
province, it is naeeasary to brinjr about a pact iM'twocn the Hindus and Muhammadans 
of Bengal dealmg with the rights of each community when the fuundatiomof self* 
CSovAmcD<git is secured. 

The fundamental idea is to secure the foundation of Swaraj and in order 
that no misajiijrehension, no doubts may arise us to whether it is going 
to be a Hindu or Muhammadan Raj, wc lay down in ibis pact the share 
of each community in the self-government which is to come. I think 
j the idea is {lerfei^tly clear. As Swarajists we have always been opposed 
to the way in whii-h the Government deals with our rights. I never for 
a moment .say that the Government is pro-Muhammadan — ^no, nor are 
they pro-Hindu, nor are they anti-Muhammadan, nor are they 
anti-Hindu. But they are either pro- Muhammadan or pro-Hindu 
' whenever occasion requires it, and they do that part of the work with 
the most exquisite impartiality (hoar, hear) and that is what is being 
eottght to be done now. I object to anything being taken from Govern- 
ment now either by the Hindus or by the Muhammadans^ If we have# 
any self-respect in us, we ought to say that we would sacrifice ©verylhin^ 
and we shall stand still till our rights are- recxignised. One Muham- 
madan friend of mine observed just a few minutes ago that the rights of 
the Muhammadans are to be recognised by the Hindus. May I jKiint 
out to him that neither the Hindus nor the Muhammadans enjoy anything 
which may be called a right in this country? (Hear, hear.f We hate 
no rights. We want to secure out., rights — tfie fundamental right 
eelf-gotemmeni. I want the Hindus and the Muhammadans to fight 

• ‘ . X 
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slioiildcr to shoulder and to remdve all distrust. I say^hat when the self* 
government comes, it must come with this constitution which is set out 
in the pact. That is the constitutional charter of the federation between 
the Hindus and the Muhammadaus. Is it very difficult to underst|nd 
that? Although adihit that the Muhammadans have not got their 
just ihare in the administration of the country, 1 want them to be a little 
patient and to fight for Swaraj which alone can deal with our rights. I 
deny that Government can dead with our rights — I absolutely deny the 
proposftioiv; I never believed it and I do not believe in it now. 

»^Then, Sir, it has been said that I offered this bait tolure some people. 
May I point out to* those who may have by chance followed my speeches 
in the newspapers that for the last five years I have been thinking of 
tbie great idea and have been expressing it and I have been pointing out 
to this country almost jn every province that the only foundation for 
velirgovernment is the federation of Hindus and Muhammadans, and on 
this occasion the Swaraj members were all elected before one word was 
said about this pact — ^they were all elected as Swaraj members? Might 
I point out another fact, namely, that the suggestion did not come from 
me — it came from Muhammadan leaders? 

Dr« A. 8UHRAWARDY: It came from a Member of the Govern- 
ment. " 

Tha Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: It is a false suggestion. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Nobody mentioned his name — (Thakoor 
ghore ke^ ami hala khai ni). 

Mr. Q. R. DAS: I am not giving out any official secret. This is 
what Mr. Abdul Karim writes: “ It will be further seen ** — I think the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim knows this gentleman — “ It will be further 
seen that it was not Mr. C. R. Das who first moved in the jnatter with a 
view as supposed to court the support of the Mussulman members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. On the contrary, the proposal in its 
inception came from the other party concerned and was developed inta 
its final form after careful delilierations on both sides. Then later on — 
On my return to Calcutta I had an interview with Mr. C. R. Das 
, which Mr. Nj|sim Ali and Sj. Bijoy Krishna Bose were present. I wms 
’glad to find that Mr. Das was inclined, unlike many of his short-sighted 
co-religionists, to take a long view of the situation. I caUed at Mr. DaS% 
house with a draft of the proposed pact drawn up in consultation with 
settle of the leading Muhammadans — Maulana Abdul Kalam Asad, Maulvi 
Nasim Ali, Maulvi Wahed flossain and others — who took part in the dis- 
cussion which ensued and lasted for bver two hours. As a result certain 
defitt^te terms were agreed upoh.^f ^Therefore, I think this answers the 
somewhat foul charge brought against tt!#that I have had recoerse to a 

' % 
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pretence in order to get the Muhainmadan uembers of this Cotmoil to 
my side. Sir, in the whole history of my political life I ha^e never had 
: recourse to any pretence whatsoe'^ef. I Miere in the pact and I believo 
in it as firmly as 1 believe in any article of my faith. I know that whjm 
yon come to the arena of practical politics you We* likely to be branded 
in that fashion, but I hope in the fullness of time I will stand vindicated 
before the whole country and I believe that my conntrymen will then see 
that I have been striving for a great Idea-^ great ideal — a leial federa- 
tion between the two communities which alone can be the basis of our 
greatness. ^ 

Now, Sir, there is just another point and I h^ve'done. It has been 
asked — is it a pact or is it a auggestionP Mr, Jonii^s was veiy* much 
pussled over it and %o were some of the other members who took^ pari ^sx 
the discussion. Now what is a pact and what is a suggestion. So far 
as the Swaraj party is concerned and fh^ members of the SwaraJ^flarfy 
who signed this pact it is a concluded pact with them and they have 
taken upon themselves the charge of putting it hfefore the whole country. 
Could any pact be framed by any community by any association however 
great which can be regarded as a concluded pact for the whole of the com- 
munity until and unless it is discussed and placed before the country and 
accepted by itP It is a pact, a concluded pact, so far as we are ooncernwl : 
it is a suggestion, 5>ir, for the (K)uutry to adopt. I have got no doubt in 
my mind that the country will accept it. Those who are doubtful I 
challenge them to call a public meeting anywhere in Calcutta in any place 
except in Burra Bazar and I undertake to get the resolution jessed by an 
overwhelming majority. And I intend shortly after the budget discussion 
is over to go over the whole of Bengal and I have not the slightest doubt in 
my mind that Bengal will respond to this great idea. But, Sir, I appeal to 
my friends not to destroy this pact. The reason for not my being able to 
support this resolution is that I stand firm on the fundamental position 
of the pact, and it is for that reason that I have put forward this amend- 
ment. 

MINISTER in cfiargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio^ 
Hon’bto Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq): I did not wish to deliver any 
speech, but after what has fallen from Mr. C. It. Das, I wish to put one 
or two questions to him in order to clear up one or two misgivings in my 
mind. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Chamber and Eoit^ar 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray took the Chair.] i 

Mr. Das says that this pact — or whatever else you may call it — ifiU 
come into force and active operation after Swaraj is attained. That la ' 
the fundamental basis on which thfs agreement was arrived at. I i<^|||||r . 
to ask Mr. Das — suppose after Swaraj if attained, the Hindu memipi^r 
resile from this agreement, hoiTile the Muhammadan members to enldTet 
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the pact? That iR question number one. Question two is this. 

Mr. Das gives us a promise that he will get the whol6b|%en^l to accept 
the pact. I ask Mr. Das in mil seriousness-^hae |«t the Efindu com- 
munity as a whole repudiated this pact in no terms? (Cries of: 

** No/^ no.’’) It is ho use interrupting me. *^The broad fact is that' the 
whole Hindu community, or at least the m&jprity of it, haf repudiated 
the pact. (Cries of: ** No,” ”no.’’) * Whenever I rise to speak I am 
interrupted like this. • Question nupiber twq I^ut to Mr. Das is — if he 
feels so confident that hwh^ll get tbe wholeijf Bengal ii[>»mccept the pact, 
how is it that a very larg#'* numbif-^I am prepared te^l|<iElify it to this 
extent — of Hindus "4iljrepudiated this paefP Now, Sir, v these are two 
questions that I want to ask, and after i hate got an answer, I hope you 
will give me time to speak on the matteft •*' 

Me,#. R. DA8-. If I am allowed to^tinswer these questions, I shall 
be pleased to do so. f ^ 

The CHAIRMAN (Kumar 8hib 8hekhareswar Ray): After the 
Hon ’hie Minister has finished. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Question number three 
is this. The member from Jessore — I am speaking from my notes — has 
said that the Muhammadans have not got their fair .share in the 
administration of the country because most of them are agriculturists, 
ergo they are unedu(*ated, therefore, they are unfit, therefore they do not 
get j>os1s. There are some Swaraj members who said that they "did not 
want the Muhanimadun Arts College because the Muhammadans were so 
advanced that there was no necessity for an Arts College. Now we hear 
they are so uneducated that they are not considered fit for holding public 
appointments. Now if it is a fact that the Muhammadans are not going 
to get a fair share of Government appointments because they are agricul- 
turists, are they to cease to l)e agriculturists when Swaraj is attained? 
Therefore, my question number three is this— if the Muhammadans aw 
not going to change into something else, how is it that Mr. C. R. Das 
^ill ggfe thorn 55 per cent, of the posts in public service? 

UTr. 8. C. MUKERJI: This resolution is an unholy offspring of an 
unholy pact, a pact conceived in an unholy moment under an unholy 
inspiration. No wonder that the pact leader of the Swafajist party 
is roost anxious to have this resolution postponed nne. die* He is 
engaged in a game of political manipulation. Such a porsuif is 
entertaining ne doubt, but it is a very dangerous game. Yon cannot 
play with the deetinies of 25 millions of people. 

"JPhe pact o/ which this resolution is only a neceiwiary corollary was 

pwduc^of the fertile brain of Mr. C, R. Das. He regarded it as 
^ ty move to brtftg about a deadlock in the Bengal 

^|l|le knew very well that to achieve this glorious end he 
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needed the help OAMuhaiDmadan votes. He knew not that fhe Muham** 
madans were goin^^m test^his sincerity and to bring up a resolntion 
of this character an untimely h(pur when the pact leader waa 

entertaining high ho^iHel overthrowing the budget altogether. 

And, therefore, thfga||iypdment, thi.s resolution must be postponed. 
At all cost^the taking o|.Itiie division must be avoided at least for the 
present. At least befoie the dlWuss||pn of the budget. 

I hope the aihendment^wtll nol b^ carried* The resolution ought to 
be discussed aiul decided da its merit% 

A full an|*1mnk and impartial oBcussion of Jhis resolution will 
ruthlessly expose the foUowi^s ol this stupid padf 


The CHAIinfemi: Professor Mukerji, you must withdraw the word 
“ stupid.** 

Mr. 8. C. MUK^I: h it unparliaeaentary, SirP 


The CHAIRMANS You must bow to tbe ruling from Chair and first 
withdraw that word. 


Mr. 8. C. MUKER4I: I may say foolish. 

The CHAIRMANS You must withdraw the word foolish.*’ 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJIS I withdraw the word stupid **—1 withdraw 
the word ** foolish ” and I substitute the word “ mischievous.** 

It is verj" necessary to show fhe unjust and iniquitous nature of this 
resolution. The demand made in this resolution is rather fair, nol just, 
nor based on justice, equity and good conscience. It does not take' 
into account tbe many millions of Hindus who form pracTicaHy half 
the population of Bengal. It does not take into account tbe minorities 
at all. There are very important minorities — steadily growing rainorifies. 
A resolution of this character is Bound to be a prolific source of mischief. 
It will create bad blood. It will create an unbridgable gulf between 
one community and another. IT will lay the axe at the root of that 
national solidarity, a consummation which we — all of us — are IKkoiUjIjr 
praying for. 

In the matter of the allocation of Government 
not the only test. It is certainly one ol the tests and it must be taken 
into consideration. Our Muhammadan brethren are certainly entitled 
to have their claims fully recognised and that immcduitely. They 
cannot wait for a Swaraj which is in the womb of futurity, the character 
of which has never been defined-^nay, It if somethini^ which cani|ot be 
dehned. They cannot be expected to pbdge their votes now ow 
supposition that a certain pact will be given effect to at fomelfttlg# 
time— whib a Swaiwj of a partici)iaA4ype will come intelbeing^^^'^^mj 
mover of this resolution hil^ brought it up as a test 


po«t« — population; 
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rants to know the feelings of the members of Council in the 
matter of this important question. He wants fiq jChow how the Gov- 
ernment is going to take it. He wants to how the country is 

going to take it. He wants to know Eow the llwibajists are going to 
take it. * ^ 

It will be very wrong — very wrongjjndeeiir-to have a decision on 
this imjwrtant resolution baucked by a miselievous amendment. 

In my humble judgment 40 per cent, of the appoii^j^nts ought to 
go tp the Muhammadans; 35 per^nt. ought to be served for the 
Hindus ; and the remaining 25 pCt* ^nt. ought to go to the minorities 
and the backward classes. We want to see balance and fairness and 
justice behind a |£)licy which will deal With the allocation of Govern- 
ment appointments. The Govemlnent of the country is expected to be 
just and fair and impartial to all communities alike. Government has 
got to be very very careful in the matter of this allocation of these 
appointments. The claims of the various communities — not simply of 
the clamouring parties — must be very carefully considered, and Govern- 
ment must arrive at a decision which should faithfully reflect the con- 
sidered judgment of the whole Province and not simply of one or two 
particular communities. 

I hope the amendment will be thrown out and the resolution decided 
on its own merits. • 

Dfi Hi W, B« MORENO* I have followed the whole trend of the 
debate with full attention. No one is more deeply interested than 
myself, because I represent the Anglo-Indian community. Mr. C. R. 
Das has told us of a coming “ Swaraj ” where Hindus and Muham- 
madans will divide the spoils, where their interests will be protected, 
where ever^’thing will be done for the welfare of either the Hindus 
or the Muhammadans. Now, Sir, 1 do not wish to say a word about 
these larger communities, but I was rather surprised to find that in all 
the debate no provision has been made for such important minorities as 
the Anglo-Indians. 

Mf« .Cl Ri DAS 8 On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I am . 
afraid Dr. Moreno is under a misapprehension. We are dealing with 
a particular subject in a particular way and therefore there is no reason 
to suppose that provision for important minorities such as the Aoglo- 
Indians should not be provided for. 

Ofi Hi Wi Bi MORENO* I am not very satisfied with an explana- 
tion pf that kind. Sir, we ara told that when things, such as pictured 
by kfr. C. R. come into . existetice the people will see later on 

what they can do for us as Anglo-Indians. I nder the present system 
however, we have important minorities protected, we have two Anglo- 
Indian elected representatives h4r0*^in this Council repiesentiiig the 
community, and we have a definite j>rotfcion already made in the 



X '■ * 

1824.] Jl^SLEMS IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 91 

Government senra^for members of the community i represent, I 
shudder to think whl^l^ill happen to such important minorities when 
'' Swaraj,” as proclainSHUby C. R. Das, will come into heijig. What 
we want is that every l^pcility should be driven to minorities in the 
scheme so loudly pnxjliuiiiA* and we want this to be definitely demar- 
cated; for we realise, *iw far^ things are at present, we are certainly 
having our share. It ms bewjirell said by an*old proverb that when 
the tiR«r8 growl and fight for their prey, the jackals stand behind hungry, 

1 imagine that Is about the condition of things now, I am in favour 
of allowing anything in the way M dividing altogether the spoils of 
office for oge large community ot another, while such an important 
minor community as the one I represent is left out of consideration 
altogether. I cannot, therefore, agree with the remarks made by 
Mr. C. R, Das. which make no provision ot all for minorities such as 
I represent in this Council, nor do I agree with the resoluTion. 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALh Our Hon^de friend the Khan 
Bahadur has taken one the items of the- pact and has brought forward 
this resolution. Much has been said for and against the resolution. 
Conscfiueiitly I do not like to discuss the whole thing in detail but 
confine myself to a few points. What surprisi^ me most is the fact 
that one of our Swarajist friends has ufiered his advice gratis to his 
Hindus and diuhaminadnn Swarajist friends not to try to secure Gov- 
ernment appointments as it is calculated to bring in slave mentality. 
That is the piece of gratis advice that my hon'ble friend has given. 
If my friend sincerely Iwdieves that entering inh» Goveniment services 
brings in slave mentality then, Sir, my humble suggestion to my 
^riend would W that, instead of tr>'ing to obtain Swaraj, it is his first 
duty to go out to his eoiumunity- -men, who are in Goveniment sorvi<!e8 — 
to free them from the Iwndage of slavery and then try to free the 
'Xiuntry. That much about the gratis advice of my friend. 

Then there is another thing. (M course, the fundamental principle, 
ns has l>een read out to you by our party leader, is that the pact will 
be given effect to when Swaraj will he attained. Regarding that, ,J 
raised objection in our jiarfy meeting and I am not going to say what ^ 
was the decision. I would only give out the idea that I entertain 
regarding that point, and it is simply this: if we are of opinion that 
the Mussalmans should get 55 percent, of the Government appointmenta 
As a matter of right and 25 per cent, more for the time being in order 
to make up the deficiency, then my humble suggestion in this respect 
is that it should be conceded at once. ()nce admitting that one wrong 
is being done to a particular community, it should n^ be continued any 
further; but if we are of opinion tbat^t would be #iven to Mubatn- 
madans as a reward for tbeir ^Onstiiutionkl fight, men it is simply 
proper that it sbotlld be po-stponed^till that fight is over. I believe ihai^ 
neitbar our party leaders ier we are of opinion that it is going to Imi 
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given to tEe Muhammadans aa a reward and not 0 their just and legi- 
timate right. My Swarajist friend has also sidA that if so many per- 
centages are to be given to the Muhammadans what would happen to 
the unemployed educated Hindu young mei^in Bengal? There, 1 say, 
Sir, that it is mistaken. You have milfions of educated men in the 
country in your own community and thfs does not constitute any #a!id 
ground for excluding ajiy section of a particular community, more espo^ 
cially, which forms 65 per cent, of the total population of a partk;)i4|f 
province. If you have got your surplus men you must devise mean» 
for their maintenance aad solve their bread question instead of pre- 
cluding a particular section — ^the most important section in a piisnii|noe-~ 
from getting into Government services. 

Another thing. , Our leader has admitted that if the resolution had 
been brought forward in the form suggested that a larger number of 
appointments should be given to the Muhammadans, it would have been 
acceptable by this House. If that be the position which our leader 
takes, then I must say that it is not inconsistent even if wo pass this 
particular resolution. But, Sir, there is one thing which prevents us 
from doing it. Most of us are lawyers; and a lawyer, having an 
ordinary common-senne view of the law, clearly understands that a docu- 
ment containing various clauses make« up one single contract. You 
cannot take away certain clauses or eiause by clause and then give jgiffeci 
to it under the law. Here my friend has made a misHike. If my 
Hon'ble friend, instead of bringing a single clause as a resolution before 
the House would have embodied all Ihe items of the pact, in the resolu- 
tion in that case, I believe, we would have been legally entitled to 
consider and give effect to it as far as practicable; but, Sir, that has 
not been done. Consequently, one part of it cannot be taken and judged 
separately. For thc^se reasons, I say that we are not in a position to 
help our friend in supporting this resolution; but for that reason let 
not the Government, nor the gentlemen present here, nor our country- 
men think ever for a moment that we dn not want this percentage and 
We are not legitimately entitled to it: but if we fail to support the resolu- 
tion, that is quite on a different ground. 

MEMBER in ohtfge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hotl’blo Sir Hugh Stephonsoii)! I explained to the House when dealing 
with the origi]j(al resolution that I iiould reserve the question of tho 
attitude of Government towards the amendment. Sir, there is a pro- 
verb — “ In vain does the fowler set his net in the eight of any bird.” 
But Government is going to walk into the net set by the fowler, tho 
leader of the Swaraj party, The net that I see, Sir, is this amend- 
ment yrhich is dliigued to draw Government into one lobby so that 
the Swaraj party may be kept"' together and be guided as by a pillar 
of fire into the otkej^bby. • 

Well, Sir, G^emment opposes this amendment %r the foUowiag 

■mtons. ,, 
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In the first place% is a very dsni^roas precedent, under* 

stand a Msolution being^djoumed sine die by consentJlraX it is goings 
to be a very great danger^ minorities in the House it the discussions 
on resolutions are to be adjouii|^ iine die by voting power. I admit that 
Mr. C. R. Das has not in this Isn^endmcnt, attempted to stifle the discus* 
sion, hut it is only one step furthef, to move an amendment at an earlier 
sUge and stifle all discussion. .On the question of principle we object to 
siiilr^an adjournment if it is not done by consent. 

^ Then, Sir, as I explained, Government were seeking enlightenment 
in thian^tter and Govemment<,are still unenlightened. I have listened 
with ffSki attention to the speeches fit>m all sides of the House and 
I am not still convinced as to what the Hou^ would wish the Govern- 
ment to do in this matter of Muhammadan appointment to Government 
posts. We have heard from a gentleman who spoke vehemently on 
the subject that the whole Swaraj party are at one with this resolu- 
tion and are entirely in favour of it. We have heanl from another 
gentleman that the whole country is entirely in favour of it. We have 
also heard that the whole Swaraj party have every intention of carrying 
it out. I do not doubt it. But it does leave me a little in the dark 
as to why they are not prepared to vote for it. Mr. C. R. Das said 
it forms a part of the national pact and they are prepared, I under- 
stand; to support it*unconditionally. If so, why not vote for itP Why 
try to postpone it? The only argument that I have heard in favour 
of postponing the question sine die was that put forward in the latter 
part of Mr. Da.s’s speech and in Mr. Nurul Iluq Chaudhury's speech 
that tley will not have anything to dc with the bureaucratic Govern* 
ment. Well, Sir, it does seem to me that this is rather an tiinlulf 
lieevish attitude to take because after all when you get Swanii it will 
either be a Swaraj of a united people, which we all hope for, in which 
case there is no necessity for a pact or it will be a Swaraj in which 
the balance of parties will be the guiding principle, in which case the 
balance will not depend upon the number of appointments in the Gov- 
ernment service, but it will depend on the power of each party inside the- 
Government. This resolution does n ;t touch that. The share of each 
community in the Government appointments will, human nature beings 
as it is, follow the balance of power in the Government. Therefore, I 
think it is illogical to postpone this resolution till Swhr|ij is attained 
and one or both parties are in power. Then, Sir, Mr. Das has also* 
•aid that if there had been an amendment proposing something lest 
than 80 per cent, he would have voted for it. I fail to reconcile tbit 
statement with his proposal for postponing the resolution sine die on 
the groui^d that he is going to take nothing from, the burean^tie 
Government. In the last place Mr. C. R. Das has Itken some of Ul 
critics to task for not. having his speeches, ^oi has Mr. Daf 

read the resoltiiioil# The resolution recommends to the Govemmeiil 
that out of^the total nunthir q| Hi^pointments to Be made hereafter 
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by the Government of Bengal certain percentages are to be reserved 
lor Muhammadans. * • 

[At this stage the Hon’ble thea President returned to the Chair.] 

If that is a recommendation to Government surely this recommenda- 
tion for the postponement of the resolution is also a recommendation 
to the bureaucratic Government. Surelj even Mr. Das is uncertaii^ as 
to the time when Swaraj will be attained — -it will be attained eventually 
no doubt — ^then why not have a discussion of this particular questipn in 
the meanwhile? Why should the Muhammadan be deprived of their 
<^tra appointments while Mr. Das is aiiaining Swaraj. Thes^ fte the 
reasons for which Government opposes the adjournment of the ^estion 
4ine die, 

Nawrab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
•Bahadur: I support the resolution of Khan Bahadur Mushamif 
Hossain and opiK>8e Mr. C. R. Das’s amendment. I am surprised at 
the attitude of Mr. Das for it really means that he does not wish the 
-question to be seriously considered and decided in an authoritative 
planner. In fact, his action is a serious violation of the privileges of 
the members of this Council. It is the right of ever}* member to 
bring up questions of public importaiuo for discussion before the House 
und what is it but a gross violation of that right for a party like the 
Bwarajists commanding a large nuniWr of votes to stifle discussion. 
Sir, my community, as Mr. Das knows full well, feels very stdongly on 
the^ subject matter of the resolution and we cannot but regard his 
•amendment as an unfriendly act and a virtual abandonment of his 
position ns a champion of justice to my community. I need hardly tell 
the House that the proposition liefore the House which forms an impor- 
tant terra of the well known imct between the Hindu and Muhammadan 
-Swarajists of Bengal has excited much jdteution and comment through- 
t)ut the length ami breadth of India. Not being in the confidence of 
the Swarajiste I do not know what m tually led to the formulaiiou 
of this pact. But, Sir, I take it that it was to be foundation of a 
Swaraj based on democratic principles. The authors of the pact evi- 
•dently felt that without a complete understanding between the two 
•communities on some of the more important questions which have 
liitherto kept them apart and made them so distrustful of each other, 
no combined action for the attainment of Swaraj was possible either 
in this Council or in the country. I admit, Sir, that from the moment 
the pact saw the light of day, it and its author Mr. Das have been 
virulently assailed from many quarters. The pact has been subjected 
to ridicule '^aud ^erision by those who think that the gulf between the 
nommunitiis con never be bridged and hence no Swaraj, it has be«i 
condemned by those who worship efiSnency and are pmpared to sacrifice 
themselves and cN^erything at its ruthless altar and ft hasliataMly been 
denounced with great vehemence bv men whose political outlook is 
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always circumscribed by . the claims of caste and kinship to the mono- 
poly of official patronage;. So loud ii«deed was the clamour against 
the pact that Mr. C. R. Das's political opponents saw in it the graTe 
of his political leadership. But Mr. f*. R. Das with the pact emblaconed 
in golden letters on the banner of Swaraj has not only survived but 
is going from strength to strength fiom victory to victory. Is the 
pact going to be wiped out from that banner and has he foun^ some 
other incantation for his Muhammadan followers? Sir, the pact was 
to he tha foundation on which Swaraj was going to be built and I 
understod the Swarajists have come here iodise the machinery and 
proceeoings of this Council for the attainment of Swaraj. That is their 
sole obfec^ Most assuredly then, tlie first thing they must do is to 
confirm thi^pact the sine qua non of Swaraj in the proceedings of this 
House. The Swarajists have succeeded in passing a number of resolu- 
tions preparatory to Swaraj. Is the pact less important or less nec^essary 
for this purpose? 

But, Sir, we have an essentially strong case independently of 
Swarajists propaganda. If respoinille Government has any meaning 
it must be an expression of the will of the majority of the jieople and 
so long as the population is dividtnl into distinct communities and 
the Muhammadans fonn the majority of the i>opulution of Bengal 
who can reasonably deny that they should and must have a pow'erful 
and effective Voice in the firture Government of this province. Is it 
politic nay is it possible then to tell them “ though indeed you shall 
be largely responsible for the administration of the pmvince we shall 
not let you have a proper disen^tion in the selection of Bengal's 
administrative personnel and the field ot seb'ction so far as your com- 
munity is concenied shall he limited to one-third?” It is true that 
one-third has been laid down as the minimum but the tendency has 
been to treat it as the maximum. 

Unless I am much mistaken the pa*;slng of difficult literary^ examina- 
tions in English will not be the fetish of self-goveniing Bengal. To 
this proposition, Sir, the Swarajists, I believe, will readily assent and 
is it to4» much to hope (bat the Gov^Mcmeut will also in the changed 
* circumstances realise that it is no more any use to adhere heroically 
to the shibboleths of a dea<l past. J must tell the Goveniment respect- 
fully but most emphatically that the Muhammadans who in far moro 
troublous times than these ruled the i ioviiH?e for several hundred ywun 
and on the whole justly, humanely, and wisely and count at the present 
day 25 millions out of 47 millions of the total population feel insulted 
at being constantly told that because they do not ^ supeffluity of 
graduates of the Calcutta T'niversity, they must, be regarded as 
administratively inefficient. ^ 

If literary examinations Were really such infallible tests of administra* 
tivw abilfty (He mktter would be simple indeed. Why then did the 
Govemmenl^resist so strenuously the proposal for holding simolianeoiii 
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Koiradayfl at least, no serious politician or administrator can ^believe in 
aiiy 0mh noBtrum and T venture to a«j»eH that no eidi)loyer outside the 
Govemlhent ever thinks of selecting their men in whatever sphere he 
may want to employ them, on the strength of marks secured at examina- 
tions. Competitive examinations were mere artificial devices of the 
nineteenth century and their best use consisted in saving the Govern- 
ment the worry and perhaps the odium of making selections put of a 
large number of candidates. It really amounted to a contrivance for 
evading responsibility, applied to this country, it has proved a great 
political blunder the fruits of whifh the Government is now reaping 
in abundance. The Government by viTtually handing over One of its 
essential privileges, namely, the selection of its ofladal personnel, to a 
body of examination-paper appraisers has deprived itself of on© of its 
most legitimate and important sources of power and influence in the 
country. Sir, the Muhammadan community at the present day has 
in -fact a sufficiently large number of graduates to fill all the offices 
for which graduates are wanted and many to spare. But, Sir, I do 
hope that we have now done away with Government by mere notes and 
dockets; it is time that the Government introduced more of human toffih 
^d personal influch¥e in the administration. For this purpose, I say, 
it 18 absolutely necessary that you should take a ifiuch larger propor- 
tion of Muhammadans into the servit^e cf the Government. After all, 
bad Englili, faulty secretariat technique, even a little less of the faculty 
of pleasing superior officers do not matter; what does matter is, thht 
the officers of Government should command the widest confidence and 
respect of all sections of the people. In any case this is not a question 
to be decided upon abstract theories. The Muhammadans have long 
been tried in the Government’s services and I assert with the utmost confi- 
^donce that wherever they have been tried they have proved efficient and 
reliable public servants. Let the Government proceed Upon the results 
Of experience and they will then be perfectly justified in substantially 
improving the position of the Muhammadans the public' servic©. It ^ 
is no use obstinately holding by any formulee ii|j^ j^prangements which 
might not have done much harm in England conditions are * 

so different but which when applied in the circuiiftet^ of this Country 
have been foui^ to operate harshly and unjifiy against important 
communities and were bound in the long run to produce most baneful 
political effects. The Muhammadans have stood loyally by the 0 ovem- 
ment for ever so long that their inherited political instinct tells them 
that the ways of non-co-operators and Swarajists must lead ultimately 
to anarchy and revolution. At the same time the Government should 
realise that the Muhammad anif are reduced to such straits that they 
have little to lose by any change. iTciwadays they havg nothing hut 
f reeling cold water thrown down their backs whenever^^ey approach 
any one in authority. The Goveminent of India seems aliiiaft.ohlivioiui 
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of the existe^ of 45 millions of Mussalmans in Ben^ md 

from the day^ they so callously revoked the partition of 
they have persist^tly igrnored their interests. Is it to be 
that subjected to perpetual rebuffs fmm the Government manvl 
madans should have rushed to the wide embraces of Mr. CTk,, BasP 
I repeat, Sir, that University and ether literary tests have been wholly 
ineffective in differentiating Government’s friends from its foes. 


To my Hindu friends I say if you are seriously striving to attain full 
responsible Government and not merely to gain a few more of the loaves 
and fishes in the gift of this Government, then support the pact as 
a just uiid fair attempt to settle at least one fruitful source^ of dis- 
sensions between the two communities. Even if it be that at present 
you would be giving up some few advantages this is a mere transitional 
stage. When in the not distant future the Muhammadans and Hindus 
have their turns of pow(‘r in a responsible self-governing constitution 
the principle underlying this pact will lx* found to Ims a great peace- 
maker of considerable l)enefit in advancing harmonious development, of 
the people. Sir, the Muhammadans whether Swarujiste or non-Swar^j- 
ists all feel that at pn‘sent candi lates of their community have no 
chance whatever in those institutions which are constituted or largely 
influenced by Hindus. The most glaring examples are the CTalcutt^ 
Corporation, the Calcutta Tiniversity And though I am sorry to ha^ 
to place it in the same catf^gory aUo the Calcutta High Court wfiiclr 
cxintrols the sulxmlinate judicial service In those departlpents it is 
as difiicult for Muhammadans to find a foothold as for the camel to 
jiass through the eye of a needle. Ko wonder the Swarajist Muham- 
, madans asked for guarantees if they were to lend their support to the 
demand for Swaraj. T know' they are consc'ientjous men and will not 
conw'ientiously Intray the interests of their community. But I lM>SQ|!Kfh 
them not to sliut their eyes to the danger that is ahead, to judge for 
themselves and not to allow them«‘*Iv# s to l>e carried away by mere 


words however plausible. Let them reinemlwr, that it is never safe 
to break a#ay from one’s community and to seek the promised land under 
strange giiidancfiv,^, ^w 

Mr. C. R. oSHoRy I rise on a point of pt^rsonal explanation. Sir? 
The Hon’ble Mr. Huq put a few questions to me which I think 

should 1)6 answered. I should have thought tfrat my speetdi 


had fbat quite clear but apimrently Mr. TTuq is in some 

conlusibii about it. The first question he has asked is if the Hindua 


at the time when self-govemment is granted resile from this paot^ 
what will happen to the Muhammadans? My answer is that suppos- 
ing that the Muhammadans get 80 per cent, of the post^ now — which 
will take time, 30 or 40 years, as I understand from the speech ol 
the Hon^ble Member in charge of Appointments — supposing that they 
get to-d^y^SO per centl of the appointments and when self-govenuneui 
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comes that Government takes away this right, what will happen to the 
Muhammadans then ? Surely if the rights of Muhammadans are infringed 
by the Hindns in this way, the Muhammadans must depend upoi]^ their 
own strength. I cannot conceive that the Muhammadans of Bengal 
are so weak that they are unable to enforce their rights. There must 
be some fait|),. Even if the Government of the present day give it to 
them, the Swaraj Government may take that away, if the Muhamma- 
dans are so weak or so helpless. This is an apprehension for which 
there is no foundation. 

The second question that Mr. Huq has asked is — How is it said 
that the whole of Bengal wiU accept the pact? Wh'at guarantee is 
there?** But what guarantee can you give of a thing like that? All 
I can say is that up to now I have held several public meetings and tho 
Hindus have accepted the pact. Of course I know that there are some 
Hindus who have objected to it but a vast number of them have accepted 
it. I cannot understand why a special guarantee should be taken from 
the Hindus. What guarantee can be offered in a case like that? 
Supposing he cannot reply upon the pact, what guarantee can we give? 
I may point out that the last election campaign between Mallik and 
Haidar decided the issue> so far as the i>act is concerned. Many of 
those who at one time objected to the pact have turned round and 
act^ept^ it now. « 

^ thd last question nhich he put to me was from a portion of the 
speech of the member from Jessore. I am not responsible for all that 
the Hon*blq member said. I understood him to say that there were 
not many Muhammadans who were fit to get appointments finder 
*Gov«rnment at the present day. If that is his statement I entirely 
dif^r from him and 1 made it perfectly clear at the beginning of my 
speech to-day that I firmly believe that the Muhammadans dixnot get 
tlmir just share iri the administration of the country or in Government 
jposts. 

Then about the Muhammadan Arts College, theHon’ble Mr. Fazl-ul 
Huq asked me why it was that there was no necessity (par an Arts 
College for the Muhammadans. I do not know who said so. 

Th® Hon’ble Mauivi FAZL-UL HUQ. I did'^iot put that question, 
Sir. 

Mr. PRESIOInT: You need not go into that, Mr, Das. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: I have got it in my notes and it was entered there 
probably under a misapprehension. That is all, Sir, I hdd to say in 
answer to the questions of the Hon*ble Mr. Fazl-ul Huq. 

Mr. HUWYN SHAHiED SUHRAWARDY: I fear that in the 
midst ef the ooihmunal feelings that have been stirred and intentionally 
stirred by the resolution, I with many others ^ ^ misunder- 

stood if I were to record a silent vote in favour of Mr. G« B. pM*s 
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unendiaent. There are extremely valid ^eaaons why I should do 80 » and 
1 think I am voicing the sentiments imd views of many of the Muham* 
madan members of this House who feel compelled to suppo|| Che amend-^ 
ment. t ^ 

In the first place, we feel that this is an attempt on the part of certain 
members of this Council to create dissension between the Hindus and 
the Muhammadans and obscUre the paramount issue of jSbnstitutionai 
development to which every right-thinking jierson must find himself 
devoted in this acute crisis which has overtaken India. On the one 
hand we find calumny afloat that the Muhammadans who agree with 
Mr.^C# R, Das’s amendment are traitors to their country — as if, the 
Hon*lte mover and those who supjMrt him are the only custodians of 
Muhamamdan interests, as if it is not the Muhammadans of the Swaraj 
party, the self-same Muhammadans who believe that this resolution 
is misconceived and mischievous, who have achieved through sacrifice 
the distinction of an agreement with tlie Hindus. Indeed, Sir, 1 feel 
that those who will side with the Hon'ble mover at the present moment 
will be doing the greatest disservice possible to their ctmntry and 
consequently to their community. For, to my mind, Sir, the tim<^ ia 
not yet rii)e for the imposition of nn isolated resolution of this type ©n 
the people of the Province. This is an item taken dtit o# the pact, and> 
it is only fair that all the items of the pact should be considered by^ Ih^ 
Council, if at all, and not one isolated item taken out oi tKa«wliol%^ 
whose fate is asked to be decided irrespective of, what is the u^^ilbate 
fate of the rest of the terms. If the entire pact is plaoed*^Wore th0 
Council, we should then, if feasible, l>e iwopared to ooniider it and 
after making such changes in it as the altered conditions of the country^ 
or the considered views of the members of this Council xnay demand, 
pass it, and achieve U lasting unity between the two great communities 
of this Province. We find, again, on the other hand, recriminations 
from such persons as Babu Debi Prosad Khaitnn— and a sullen feeliBg 
of resentment on the part of some Hindu raeral^ers. J know that tbert!^ 
are many J^re amongst them — non-Sworajists — who hold the view that 
they are content to see the Muhammadans capture the services, and 
leav# their own young men to carve out a more honourable and a more 
independent career for themselves — and I honour them for this vie#. 
But there are many others who in the name of efficiency and competency 
can scarce disguise the fact that their opjwsition is due mainly to the 
power that participation in the services gives to a community — the 
power to educate their children — the power to benefit others of tbe 
same community and see that justice is done to them. , 

I scarcely think it worth while to refute the charge that with a larger 
participation of Muhammadans in the services of lesser, educational 
qualifications the administration will suffer. Sir, I am prou? of the 
community to which J[. ,i|ive the honour and the privilege to belong— 
and its achievements dwng tbe last few years leave me full of hopes 
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as to its powers of regei^^eration. The very outlook on life whJch a 
cultured Mussalman possesses by virtue of his religion, the precepts 
o? brotherhood and equality, of universal affection and a large 83n]^thy 
which are his birthright, qualify him to be a more able, a more Jlist, a 
more indej^endent administrator than his Hindu colleagues. Educa- 
tional qualifications are not all — the moral qualification of a religion 
such as Islagi more than balances want of erudition. But yet, I feel 
that such a resolution should be passed not merely by a majority, but 
with the good-will, if possible, of all the members of this House — and 
with the good-will of the Hindus outside the Council. That good-will 
we have not yet obtained and that good-will, I feel sure, we shall be 
able to capture with more intensive propaganda, at least, i^ those 
districts which have been captured by the Swarajists. After all, Sir, 
one is not to forget that posts in which Government are directly inter- 
ested form an infinitesimal portion of the posts available. There are 
independent bodies like the High Court that have openly flouted the 
rights of the Muhammadans. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil must not refer^^to High Court affairs. It 
is not permiried. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDT: Quasi-independent 
bodidh like the Municipal Corporations, particularly r.the Calcutta 
Municipality which has lieen the greatest criminal, the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, District Boards, the Port Commissioners and others have definitely 
ignored Muhammadan claims, and it is uec(Msary that There must be 
a general feeling for giving the Muhammadans tlieir just rights, with- 
out arousing rancour and jealousy. For these, if for no other reasons, 
I support the amendment of Mr. 0 . It. Das. 

But more than that I feel that this is a move on the jiart of certain 
dbigruntled members to test the sincerity of the Swaraj party. Now, 
Sir, let the Government remain under no misapprehension, that there 
is no man in Bengal living to-day who commands the confidence of^the 
Mussalmans and the Hindus alike in a greater measure that Mr. C. R. Das 
and we are content to abide by his jiromise and rely upon his sincerity — 
and more than that rely upon his cai>acity and the intrinsic justice of 
our cause to see that when the time is ripe this resolution will be put 
into operation. The amendment of Mr. C. R. Das has placed us under 
no dilemma, and I can give him this assurance that we do not mis- 
interpret it in the manner that these gentlemen would like us to. 

There is also, Sir, an insidious suggestion that it is not intended 
that the pact should be given effect to after Swaraj is established, and 
that therefore, we should have all the articles engrafted in the consti- 
tution of the country before Swaraj is attainedi Why, even the Hon'ble 
Mr. Fasl-ul Huq fell into thi.s loose way of thinking. There can be 
nothing more misleading. It is perfectly deaf that if the Hindus and 



H#t.J MOGOiEMS nr uuvisiCflJtsnT nSKVKJE. tot 

Hvkuraiadua agrae, Gov«niiii«it «ai Ikto to giv» dfeok io that 
agnonant aad iaeorporato it ia aay adteaw of adniaiaiiirtioo tkat nag 
b® Inipniilated in aay (lo^eniiDaat of ladia Act that aiay ho pangoJ |oi» 
the gorpoaes of coafemag mponiiblo Gororameot ia India. TJia 
iMttoum pact w firat entered into by the Hindu and Muhammadan 
Hodere before it oonld be incorporated in the OoTernment of India 
Act. And if the Hindu and Mnaaalman ctMnmunitiea agaee aa to the 
merita of thia pact or any other reaaonable pact in which the iniereata 
of the Muhammadan community are adequately safeguarded, Govern* 
meat will have to give effect to it, totally irreapective of any reaidutiona 
***** ^ “*»y *>« called upon to pass, piecemeal or aa a whole. 

, '*V • 

Tim Hmi'M* MmM a. K. FAZL^IL HUQi Were wt not toM, Sir* 
that the Swarajya party would accept nothing from the bureaucrerio 
Oovernment ? ^ 

Hr. HUSiYN SHAHEIO tUHilAWARDYl Rwofaj, aa I under- 
stand it, Sir, will be attaiahd under the mgia of the British Crown and 
therefore we are not at all ashamed on our part to accept a Ooveri|ptent 
of India Act from the British Crown which will incorporate these tefins. 

I, for Qiyself, Sir, am not a Swarajist. 

I hope Sin Hugii Stephenson has his answer now that the padt can 
still exist with the attainment of Swaraj. Moreover, in the Swaraj 
Council, the Muhammadan memliers will be in ainajoriiy and they may 
continue to insist on such rights as have been defined by the pact. 

^ I do not wish to consider at the present stage the merits of this 
resclu^m The demands are }ust, the demands are ours. I only wish 
*hat the Hon'ble mover could have made some obvious 
MolloWMioes for technical education, and such important {losis as requite 
specialiaed knowledge, for the filling of which the best man irrespec- 
tive of race or creed should be available for the service of the ooumi^. 

Mow, Sir, let us for a moment consider the attitude of the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment l>8partment. The pioportion 
of one-third prescribed by the Government has up. till now not beeu 
attained, let ^one such a proportion as 80 per cent. ; and yet be pro- 
fesses his disinterestedness and settles himself down prepared to enjoy 
the mutual recriminations of the two communities. J think he has 
^n slightly disappmnted because even Hindu stalwarts have come 
forward to auppoH Um Muhammadan demands. The Hon’ble Member’s 
speech bos, however, not been devoid of soggestton, or been neutral in 
•eaiimeni. He has laid down certain principles which piwsunmUy will 
gmde the (lovenunent in r^pulating the disiribetion of appointnaNiti* 
fbe Hon’ble Member aald yestmday that Mubammadan eduoatiim was 
ef emitpafatively rec^l^rro^b aad that tberetoo the adherence by Ibe 
to a miaimnai of oae-^ind did not necessarily mean 
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ibey would hare one-third of Muhammadana in semces; the Oorem- 
ment position thus being that the Muhammadans were not fit yet to 
secure one-third ol the appointments under OoTemm^ni, and thaf they 
could have one-third every year of the tdtai number of appointments 
which would mean that it would take years before they could approach 
the desired minimum. This can hardly be considered to be a bright 
prospect for the Muhammadans. From the Government, therefore, we 
can scarcely ex{)ect any consideration. Furthermore, “that if they were 
to act on the i)ercentage basis, it was necessary periodically to review 
that percentage in accordance with the increase of education of that 
particular section.** The obvious implication is that Government is 
only prepared to consider the association of Muhammadans in the 
services in accordance with the educational position that they occupy 
in the Province — which, logically pursued, could scarcely benefit the 
Muhammadans of this Province. To the Hon*ble Member I would 
therefore state that we are willing to get our rights through the good- 
will of the sister community, rights which we shall get with greater 
celerity, than trust to the progressive stages outlined by t£e Hon'ble 
Member, who practically rejects the resolution as being impracticable 
and'unsouiid. 

Khm Bahadur Maulvi Md. CHOINUDDIN; From the speecfes that 
have been made by several memlierH in connection) with this resolution 
and also the amendment proiwsed by Mr. C. E. Das 1 find there has 
arisen a mistaken notion in the minds of my Hon* bio friends as to the 
real meaning of the word 80 per cent, and 65 per cent, in the resolu- 
tion put forward by Khan Bahadur Musharrui Hossain. What he 
really means and what we the Muhammadans really want is that 55 i)er 
cent, of the apixuntmonts under Government should be reserved for 
Muhammadans, and that until that standard is reached, until that ratio 
is reached 80 |)er cent, of the future vacancies should go to the Muham- 
madans. Unless a provision like this is made in the resolution or in 
the rules that may he promulgated by the Government hereafter, that 
standard, that r«Ho, will never be reached even until doomsday. That 
is the real meaning of the resolution. The Eban Bahadur does not 
want, nor do we, the Muhammadans want 80 per cent, of the appoint- 
ments. We want the ratio of 55 i)er cent, to be fixed by rule, but in 
order to reach that ratio of 55 per cent, it is necessary that 80 per cent, 
or almost all the vacancies that occur in the future should go to the 
Muhammadans. When this ratio of 55 per cent, will* have been reached 
it will no longer be necessary to give 80 per cent, of the appointments to 
the Muhammadans. 

So far as I am aware, Sir, when Nawab Saiyid Kawab Ali CSiau- 
dhvii was Minister in charge ol the Department of Agricnliiune and 
Industries he xbade an enquiry into this questicm, There was auch a 
thing a# Lyon's circular, Dr. Martin*8 circular. There was aleo 
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uiother oircoUr jHromiilgated at the time wbea Sir Sliaina-iir Huda waa 
a member of the Execatire Coonoil of this Oorenuiieiit^ fiyiny ^ oertak 
per^ntage (33 per cent.) of the ai^intments for Ifuhammadane* When 
he instituted an inquiry into the matter a« to how that oireuiar was 
being observed or followed he was quite surprised to learn that the cir- 
cular about this 33 per cent, of appointments being given to Muham- 
madans was being honoured more in the breach than in the observanoe, 
and in order to remove this grievance of the Muhammadan community 
he issued a circular to the effect that until that ratio of cme-third was 
reached two-thirds of the vacancies should go to the Muhammadans. 
The mover of the rescdution has been attacked by several geutiemeu of 
the Swaraj jmrty, for instance, Kumar Shib Sluvkhareswar Bay has g»>no 
to the length of saying that he has put forward this resolution at the 
instigation of some {jersons whose object is to create bad blood lietwfaui 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans. Mr. Dus, if I heard him correctly, 
also cried ditto to such a remark. He also made the remark that Khan 
Bahadur Miisbarruf H<iesaiii has l)eeii inspired to bring forward this 
resolution at the instigation of the Ministers, but I am afraid, these 
remarks are wide of the mark— they are not at all correct. On tho other 
hand they are quite uncharitable. We, the Muhumniadan momlmrs of 
this Co*jj|Kil, were returnetl by the Muhammadan constituencies and when 
W6 werdliusy with mir electioneering campaigns we held out the hope 
to our constituencies that when we would entor the Council we wotild 
do things which would lie most conducive to the best interests of the 
Muhammadans and as a part of the programme of our work it is the 
duty of the Muhammadan members to put questions and bring forward 
resolutions which would promote the best interests erf the Muham- 
madan community. I am 'sure my friend. Khan Bahadur Mushamif 
Hossain, when he put forward this resolution was actuated to do so by 
toat motive, by the promise which he made to his constituency and not 
by being inspired by any Minister or Member of the Government. Bt'- 
few I romp to Calrutta to attend the Ural meetinfr of thia f>unril and 
in fact lonff before that I drafted a queation on the very auhjert. The 
qneation was this — will the Government lie pleaaod to atate when the 
ratio of one-third per cent, waa filed by Government and whether the 
percentage of educated peraona haa increaaed aince that time? So, when 
I framed thia queation after conaultalion with the Muhammadan leaden 
of my conatituency I had not aeen the draft of the pact, I had not gone ' 
ovef to the houoe of Mr. C. R. Daa or even had a convenatiou with him 
about thia matter and atill I put thia queatimi to Government and I 
«n ainoerely aay I Rot no inapiration from any member of Government or 
^retary of tbe Government for puttinff thia queation befow thia Honae. 
iww^y frond Bato Debi Proaad Kfaaitan made a qnery in hia epeeoh 
yaaci^y; he could not understand what impelled tbe mover of the 
remution to come forward with this resolutioii, he wanted to know the 
rmmm and my friends Maulvis Abdul Oalnr and Nurul Huq Ohaudhury 

8a 
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advised us to withdraw the resolution and wait till Swaraj is attained 
and established in Bengal. They also advised us not to embarrass the 
hands of the Swaraj party by a discussion like this until the bigger 
issue is settled one way or the other. But I can remind the members 
of this House that this is not the first time that we,j the Muhammadans, 
are going to clamour for a right of this kind. I think it is for more than 
30 years that the Muhammadan leaders and the c^ducated section of the 
Muhammadan community has been clamouring for this sort of privi- 
lege, for a due share of the appointments under Government. Those who 
are in the habit of reading newspapers must have seen in the newspapers 
that whenever and wherever a Lieutenant-Governor or a Governor went 
on tour in the mufassal and whenever the Muhammadans presented an 
address to them they always and almost invariably made mention of this 
question of Muhammadan employment in their address. This question 
was taken up more than 30 years ago by Mr. Martin, ‘the thcQ Director 
of Public Instruction, Bengal. He issued a circular to the effect that 
the posts of school teachers and sub-inspectors in each division should 
be given to the Muhammadans not only on the basis of their literate 
]>opulation, but on the l)asis of the whole Muhammadan population of 
the division. Then again when Nawab Shams-ul Huda became a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council in 1913 he raised the very same question 
and issued the circular about one-third of the appointments for Muham- 
madans. It was also taken up by Nawab Raiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri 
♦he late Minister in charge of Agriculture and Industries. So, you will 
find that we, the Muhammadans, and our Muhammadan ftiembers and 
Ministers have been agitating this question for more than 30 years. 
I therefore do not see why my friend Khan Bahadur Musharruf Hossain 
should be castigated simply for following in the footsteps of a host of 
Muhammadan leaders and many responsible high officials. He had no 
motive to emlmirass the hands of my Swarajist friends. He did it in 
his sincere way in order to redress a grievance under which we are suffer- 
ing. In answer to my question which I put to Government I got the 
information that during the decade from 1911 to 1921 the number of 
educated Muhammadans has increased to a large extent, and by working 
out the figures which Government supplied me, I find that during this 
decade the percentage of literate Muhammadans increased by 40 per 
cent, as against 28 per cent, among the Hindus. Now, this ratio of one- 
third was fixed some 15 years ago at a time when the number of edu- 
cated Muhammadans was veiy* small. There is now a distinct improve- 
ment in the situation ; we have been able to make some headway and so 
it it our bounden duty to our community to have that ratio revised hf 
bringing forward a resolution of this kind in this Council and having 
(t freely ventilated. That is the reason why my friend Khan Baha^r 
Musharruf Hoosatn has moved this resolution and that is the reason why 
T put that queaiton. As regards, thef ratio the issue before the House is 
tiiis-^Are we entitled to this ratiof That is the point, but it has not 
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been deerly dUoaseed by any of the prenona tpeidcm. Am we or 
am we not entiled to tbia percentage ? When Baba Debt Pioead Kbaitan 
ascribed some motive to Mr. Das, that Mr. Das bad thrown out ibis 
55 per cent, as a bait so that be might gain over the Mttbammadana to 
bis party. I do not agree with Mr. Kbaitan in this unobaritaUe remark, 
i know Mr. Das to be a man of high principles — ^be is a stnoere and 
straightforward obstructionist. I give him credit for bis outspokenness 
and straightforwardness. When he miMle this provision of 56 per cent, 
in his pact he did so not with a view to lure us to his side, but alteif due 
delilieration of the just claims of the Muhanunadans. What is the 
situation in Bengal? The last census figures show that in Bengal in 
1921 the Muhammadans comprised about 54 i)er cent, of the total popula- 
tion, whereas the Hindus formed 44 {wr cent, so, as regards population 
we are 10 jier cent, more than the Hindus and I believe he arrived at 
the figure in his pnrt on the basis of this total Muhammadan population 
in Bengal. You are ;)erhnp8 all aw'are that this principle of represen- 
tation in the administration of the l>asis of {copulation of each community 
has Iceen accopitMl by Oovernraent. It has found a place in the Statute 
Book. If you look into the Government of India Act you will find that 
seats have been allotted in this House on this basis. Where the Muh- 
ammadan {Kcpufation is 80 {cer rent, the Hindus have got one seat and 
ibe Muhammadans {wo seats. 

[At iTiis stage the memb*»r r<mche<l his time-limit.] 

[The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

[After thfi adjournment.] 

SHAH 8YCD iMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali, the translation 
of his 8{)eech is os follows ; — 

8ir, the resolution of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharmf Eossain is 
based on the {lact of Mr. C. li. Das. It is nothing new and nobody in 
this Council can dispute its propriety or reasonableness. The resolution 
on the lines of the fiact is bound to receive the consent of the Swarajists 
of this House, and 1 do not see any reason why the Swarajists should 
disagree in this direction. But question has arisen that effect should 
be given to this resolution after the attainment of Swaraj, in other 
words, after the shattering of this Council. I admit, Sir, that 1 do not 
understand this logic. The members of the Swang party remained 
neutral on the occasion of the Deputy President's election. Why should 
not they adopt the same course at the present moment also? Mr. C* B. 
Das bas suggested that the resolution should be kept in abeyance for 
■mne time or to be more clear be goes against the resolution and this 
i^imsee suspicion in our minds and engenders apprebeusion in the minds 
of our countrymen. Sir, a Swaraj member has obeenred that the majority 
of Muisalmans of this country are illiterate, and therefore, Bieir best 
avooatm would be to cultivate tbeir lands. Sir, I might o b ser v e in 
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this connection that the cultivator is the store-keeper of the agncuL 
tural products of this country and under this circumstance the existence 
of the cultivator is essentially necessary. . If we want to live we miist 
try our best to make the peasants’ life worth living-, and therefore, 
instil educational instincts in their hearts and spread education as far 
as possible, and eventually make them bettpr fitted to accept the 
GN>vernment services. These Muhammadan agriculturists whom my 
Swaraj friend has referred to are deprive of their cultivating lands 
by their Hindu brethren when opportunity arises. These Muhammadan 
agriculturists who toil in the fields day and night and supply the food 
for their Hindu brethren eventually struggle in the meshes of the 
Hindu mahajans who lend the money at an exorbitant rate of interest 
and eventually snatch away their cultivating lands. 

Sir, in 1914, although it was decided by the Government that one- 
third of the Government services should be allotted to the Muham- 
madans that number has not yet been reiiched. This number has not 
been attained, you know the reason why? Because the sheristadars,. 
the head clerks, and other ministerial officers are mainly Hindus, and 
I have heard that the application of Muhammadan candidates do not 
reach even the hands of European officers. I do not wish to cast any 
reflection on my Hindu brethren, but I must 8ay*tbat this is due to 
this misfortune of my own community. I admit, Sir, thift the Muham- 
madans are in the far lower strata even now, hut that is no reason why 
33 per cent, should not be attained in filling up the Government offices. 

Mr. C. R. Das has advocated the cause of the Muhammadans 
seriously. „He says that 56 per cent, of the Government posts should 
be given to the Muhammadans and that until that proportion is reached 
we should commence by giving the Muhammadans 80 per cent, of the 
posts. But there is one condition precedent and that is that his recom- 
mendations should be given effect to, after the attainment of Swaraj. 
And at this stage, if a Muhammadan member fortunately or unfortu- 
nately moves a motion in the Council in pursuance of Mr. Das *8 
argument, has he done any very grievous offence? When a general 
question affecting the welfare of both the communities is concerned, the 
Hindus and Mussalmans roust act in collaboration with each other. 
But where a sectional or a communal question is involved the section 
or the community affected thereby must keep a keen eye on their interests 
and not suffer to jeopardise their own cause whatsoever. The question 
of the appointment of the Muhammadans does not affect the goal of 
attaining Swaraj, and therefore to my mind and with due deference to 
Mr. C. R. Das it would have been far better if he had abstained from 
participating in this matter. He ought to have remained neutral as 
I have said bqfore. Instead of doing that he comes forward with a 
proposal to adjourn the debate on this resolution me die which inevitably 
gives rise to suspicion ia the minds of our own community. Sir, I heUmg 
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to a high, saintly family and I fear only one God. I have acted all 
along in this Council independently and whenever my conscienoe dmtated 
to vote against the Government side 1 have unhesitatingly done so. 
The proceedings of the Council will conclusively prove this. And it 
is for this reason that during the last election 1 have obtained the 
largest number of votes amongst the Muhammadan members of this 
Council. I have neither signed any Swaraj creed nor have I accepted 
any expenses from the Swaraj fund in conite< lion with my election. 

The nioiic^i of Mr. C. 11. Das that further cnnsideratioii of the 
resolution be postponed sine die was then put aiul a division taken with 
the following result : — 


AlNuniid, Msuau AtbmHltflii. 

AhnMMI, MAutvl Iw w r. 

AM| MamNI tAyystf SmtM. 

■asoIiI, tabu liMiitt duMerm. 
a«mriM, Or, eramatlMiMtii. 
■afMrjM, Mr. Atblay Caomar. 

■atu, tabii Sathutra Naifi. 
aasui SalMi tarat Gliaiiara. 

■atu, lalNi aijay KHchna. 
Cbaaravarfl, BabM JafliHlra Ctianara. 
Cliafcravarty, Mu tuSartan. 
Ohatttrjta, tabu Uinet Chandra. 
Ohaudhiirl, Ral ftarandranath. 
Chaudhury, Matilvl Md. Nurul Mua. 
Chaudhury, Maiitvl talyad Abdur Mtb. 
Ohundcr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, or. Mahinl Mahan. 

Oat, Mr. C. R. 

Oat Oitpia, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, Baby Ahhti Chandra. 

Dty, Oahu Barada Sratad. 

Cafur, Maulvl Ahdul. 

Oanfiill, Babtt Khaaandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Manut, Mautvf taytdaL 
Hattam, Mamvi Wahad. 

Hon, Maulvt Mahbubui. 

Jaardar, Matdvl Aftab Hattaln. 
Kbaifan, OdiNi OHM Cratad. 

Kbaa, Maulvl Abdur NatbM. 

Khan, Matdvl Amanat 
Kban, Mamvi MaM Uddbi. 

MabaiNiiMdf Matdvl Oatar. 

Malty, Obbu Mabtudra Nath. 


AYtt. 

Mitra, Oahu JHU d ra Nath. 

Mitra, Bahtt tatyandra Miandra. 
Muhtrita. Mabu Tarahnalli. 

Handy, Mabaraj Kumar Crtt Obandra. 
Natal, Obbu Manmaban. 
eaMawan, Matdvl Md. Abdtd diibbar. 
Quadar, Maidvl Abdul. 

Nalkat, Mr. Sratanna Olb. 
nay. Mu Abanith Chandra, 
nay, Bahu AnHbaraii. 

Nay, Babu Naaandra Narayan. 

Nay, Mibu turandra Nath. 

Nay, Or. Kamtid Sanhar. 

Nay, Kumar Iblb tbahbaraauwr. 

Nay, Babu Manmatba Nath. 

Nay, Or. OMhaii Chandra. 

Nay, Mr. O. N. 

Nay, Mr. KIran tanhar. 

Nay, Mr. laltawriiMtl. 

Nay, Mr. Tarll Ohuaan. ^ 

Nay, Naja Hanliall INish. 

Nay Chaudhurl, iabu •atlaja Nath. 

Nay Chaudhurl, Nal OaUadar Satyandra 
NaOt. 

•arhar, Babu Hamania Kumar. 

Sarhar, Babu NaHnlranlan. 

•aMual, Mr. Blrandra Nath. 

•an, Mr. NlalOi Chandra. 

•an Oupta, Mr. d. M. 

•uhravrardy, Or. A. 

•nhratMirdy, Mr. Nuteyn t ha h aa d . 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Najb Uddln. 

Vatin, Matdvl Mubantmad 


MOIi. 


Addama-WWIamt, Mr. C. 
Alay, Mr. C. Mah baab. 

Oartaii, Mr. N. 


lyM Hamah Ad, 


adur Maadvl Md. 


O an avan , Hr. 4, T. 

Oaaa, Nai ia ha du r fyarl Lai. 

ONtt, Mr. 0. t. 

B m aiaan , Mr. T. 
f aramd, Mr. K. 0, M. 
yarraatar, Mr. 4. Oam pbML 
OiNHMivI, NNi HaWMa Nad|l Mr. At K. Aid 
MHaad KNbn. 

Oa if ra y, Mr Oiaifi . 


Carty, Mr WMatMANy 
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MiitiiHi, KImm MMur Mamvi Hm li irr w l . 
Nii4i MMfffI g ii fa wii t . 
mm, m umrm mtmiM a . k . fsim . 
4mm, Mr. A A. 

Ut MalMiMiiiAf Mali. 

LMMI, Mr. H. 0. 

Maliftnijaiiiir«ia MaliaAiMr •t AiiriiiMi 
IlM MM. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Matim Mr. iyti M. 

MtAlala, Mr. M. 0. 

MaMjr, Mr. A. N. 

Mtrta a, Or. H. W. O. 

M tr g ta , Mr. 0. 


MaAirjMi Mr. S. 8. 

OatM, Mr. 8. f. 

MriNa, Mr. A V. 

MaMM, tM Naa*Mt Mr AM-a r . 
Mma Mr. a r. 

Ray, Mr. a N. 
larliar, MaMvl MMi Miluli. 
•taait^WIWaait, Mr. f. a 
•WM, Mr. A a k. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

VINIart, Mr. EiwarA 
WttHt, Mr. Arttmr rAayara. 
WHtaii, Mr. a a 


The Ayes being 66 and the Noes 48, the motion was carried. 
Further consideration of the resolution was adjourned accordingly. 


AdJouriNiiafit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 14th March, 
1924, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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•! tiit Mngil Lagiilalivt QmuM wmmM&i iMlir Hm 
IN iovitioiii of M Govonmiiiit of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall» Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 14th March, 1924, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Metnbere 
of the Executive Council, two Hon*ble Ministera (the Hon'ble 
Mr. A. K. Ftt*l-ul Huq and the Hon'ble Iladji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan Ghuznavt), and 108 nominated and elected members. 


Ratoliitiont 

(on mattera of gonorti puMio Intoroil). 

^ Roopofiing of Uio Fort of Caloutta for HaJ FilgrimOi 

• 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Major Haaian 8iiliraiirardif)i Sir, may 
I have your pt^'misnion to move my resolution in a sliin’htly altered 
form? It will run thus- “This Council recxunmendi to Government 
that the projier uuthoritien Ik* approached to take necessary sUii)ti to 
reopen the port of Calcutta for Muslim pilgrims to Mecca and other 
holy places in the Hedjai! as soon as practicable.*' 

Sir, with the inauguration of the Reforms about 3 years ago a con- 
ference wae called at Darjeeling presided over by the Hon'ble Sir 
Surendro Nath Rancrjeu to discuss the question of reconstituting the 
provincial Haj Committee. I attended as a representative Muhammadan 
and suggested that it was very desirable that the port of Calcutta should 
■ be reopened for Haj pilgrimage. Bengal contributes over one-third of the 
total number of pilgrims from the whole of India that proceed to the 
Hedjaa and other holy places in Arabia. 

The number of Bengal pilgrims that proceeded from Bombay port to 
« Hedjas prior to the war was — 


in 1903 



4,150 

in 1904 



3,350 

in 1905 



6,000 

in 1908 

... 


5,400 

in 1909 

... 


8,300 

in 1910 


... 

4,200 
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in 1911 

6,200 

in 1919 

2.900 

in 1920 

8,000 

Total 

48,500 


pilffrimft out of a total of 145,750 Indian piljf^rims including Afghanistan 
during this period. This shows that pilgrims from Bengal form one- 
third of the whole numl)€r of pilgrims to Hedjaz from India and the 
neighbouring countries. 

The number of pilgrims that proceeded from Bombay Port to Hedjaz 


after 1920 was as 

follows 


in 

1921 


2,000 

in 

1922 


2,913 

in 

1923 


8,2a3 



Total 

13,196 


pilgrims out (tf a total of 33,005 Indian pilgrims including Afghanistan 
during this period. This shows that pilgrims from Bengal form nearly 
half, that is more than one-third of the whole Indian pilgrims to Hedjaz. 

These persons, especially the class of persons who go on pilgrimage 
do not generally know the language that is spoken in Bombay. I mean 
Uuzrathi and Urdu and many of them find themselves stranded in a 
strange port and a strange land, where they are quite friendless and 
are fleeced by mercenary sharks who prey uptm these unfortunate men 
who do not understand the language of the place, viz., the pilgrims from 
the remote parts of Bengal and Assam. It was thus that the question 
of Calcutta port being reopened was brought and the provincial committee 
was reconstituted. Objection was raised that ('Calcutta would not be 
safe for so largo a number of pilgrims^ there being no pilgrim mosafir* 
kfuina in Calcutta. It was, however, pointed out that the motafirkhams 
of Haji M(msa Sait and Haji Buksh Klahi could accommodate 350 pil- 
grims. The better classes of pilgrims will stay in these mota^rkhanai 
or with friends, and no outbreak of epidemic can be apprehended from 
them. The rest could be accommodated in the already existing ahede 
in the Surinam l)ep6t which is being utilised as a labour depdt lor 
accommodating emigrant labourers from all parts of India who proceed 
to Mauritius and other places. My friend, the Hon*ble Mr. Ghuxnavi, 
who has himself visited the holy places, will bear me out about the diffi- 
culties which the people of Bengal have to undergo in going to the holy 
places and hour they stand in need of help and of being looking after. In 
Calcutta at any rate the peo|de from East Bengal and North Bengal 
will find friends who can put them up— they will find smne one in 
Ohandney or Sundhariaputty who belongs to their native village or 
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8iil>*dm8i<»i and during their return journey they are Idtely to mtffer 
lees hardship here than in Bombay and their language will be under* 
stood. 

It was pointed out that there was difficulty of getting cheap transport 
for the pilgrims from Calcutta, because no trade existed between Calcutta 
and the Hedjaz. At that time there was an embargo on the export of 
rice, but that has now been removed, but at any rate the voyage on a 
cargo boat was not very comfortable and not a very desirable on*^, A 
great relief, however, has come from an unexpected quarter, I mean 
Messrs. Kimazi A Co., who are in the habit of taking large number of 
pilgrims from China, the Straits, and other places. 1 approache<l their 
Calcutta Agents and they ait* agreeable to carry the pilgrims in their 
boats if a certain number of pilgrims pussengers are assure<l from 
Calcutta. Their boats an» very good, carrying qualified doctors and sup- 
plying all the comforts of mcnlern steamships. They have FarangisUmt 
Arahutan and other ships all over 10,000 tons, which carry pilgrims, 
and as an act of kindness Messrs. Nimuzi A Co. offer a much lower rate 
than any other company, because they are not out to make profit. I 
am told that perhaps the fare from Calcutta to Bombay by train and 
then from Bombay to Iledjaz by sea would be cheaper than the fare 
fnmi Calcutta to Hedjaz all the way by sea, but from my inquiries from 
the same quarter, Mk^ssrs. Nimazi A Co., I am satisfied that the expenses 
will not he greater, they may be even less. 

Then there is another objection, namely, that the pilgrims will be 
faced with a longer sea 'V’<»yage. Whatever may be the obje<;ti<m on this 
score in the case of the pilgrims from Northern India, the Muham- 
madans from Bengal at any rate are not afraid of the sea, as will }>« 
proved by that beaiitifnl memorial which was opened the other day by His 
Excellency the Governor to the memory of the sea-faring community 
of this country who did sucdi excellent servu e during the w'ar, I mean the 
liascar memi»rial. The Mtibafninadans of Bengal, 1 do not think, are 
afraid of the sea. These are the different obj<«ctions which, 1 think, 
might have been brought forward, but 1 do not consider that there is 
any great difficulty in reopening the p<irt of Calcutta, and I think we can 
reasonably expect that the Bengal Government wcmld strongly support 
the case for the reoiiening of the }»ort of^ Calcutta at as early a date as 
possible, because three year.s have gone by without anything bidng done. 
In the last Council the matter was under the Minister for liocal Bell* 
Government, then it r.nme under the Marine Department, and now, I 
think, it has again come into the hands of my friend the Hon'ble 
Hadji Sahib. If it is so, I do not think there will be any difficulty, 
because he knows from personal experience that it is very necessary 
to reopen the port and I trust the difficulty will be removed at an early 
date. The Provincial Haj Committee have already recommended it to 
the Government of India. I understand the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Eahiui 
and not our Hadji Sahib the Hon’ble Mr. Ghuxnavi, is in charge— 1 
stand 4x»Teeted. 
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MIHirriS indwrit of OlMIITiiifiTt of ACRIOULTUHf 
tMDUSTRIES AND PUtLiO WORKS ttlit HoiPbli IM)i 
Mr. A* K. AlNI Allillid Klioi| Chuillivi): Ab 1 have had the privilege 
of having been a pilgrim to Mecca and of having visited all the holy 
places and of having performed the Hadj, it is certainly a pleasure. to me 
to accord, in my personal capacity, my full sympathy to the resolution 
which has just been moved. I should like, with your permission. Sir, 
just to give only a few facts and figures, by way of a brief history, of 
this question for the information of those Hon’ble Members who do not 
know the exact facts of the pilgrim traffic. 

Up to the time when plague broke out in 1896, Bombay, Calcutta, 
and Karachi were the ports in India open for the embarkation f f pil- 
grims, and those pilgrims who wanted to go to Jeddah were free to choose 
their own port. About the beginning of 1897 when plague had spread into 
other parts of India, all ports, except Karachi, were closed. Thei-eafter 
Chittagong served as a pf>rt up to 1902, when the port of Bombay was 
again opened to pilgrim traffic. 

The opening of the port of Bombay was subject to very severe restric- 
tive measures. Every pilgrim was taken to a segregation camp at 
Pirpau and there detained for ten days under obsei-vation . In 1906 in 
consequence of the strength of Moslem agitation, ig view of the fact 
that pilgrims from India wore required after ten days’ sea« voyage to 
undergo a fresh quarantine for a further ten days at Kamniun under the 
orders of the Turkish Government, the quarantine at Pirpau was abo- 
lished and in its place medical ins|)ection and disinfection of luggage 
were substituted. From 1906 to 1912 all pilgrims had to depart from 
Bombay and Bombay alone. In 1912 the port of Karachi was again 
opened at the instance of the Government of Bombay. 

^’nw, during the 8 years from 1889 to 1896 up to the time of the 
outbreak of plague, the average number of pilgrims that went from 
Boml ay works out approximately to 10,000 annually. I need not refer 
to the period from 1897 to 1903 during which time stringent plague 
regulations remained in operation. From 1904 to 1910 the average 
numbei of pilgrims that left Bombay was 19,000. 

3’he Momjirkhana accomme^ation for the pilgrims was sufficient for 
the traffic as it then was. Since 1904 the pressure has increased and 
so many as 24,000 to 25,000 went through Bombay in one year. During 
the time of the world-wor the traffic diminished considerably, hut this 
has again assumed a very large dimension. 

Before 1897 the rates of passage money at the early stages of the 
Hadj season range<l from Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 for deck passages, and during 
the latter part of the season there had been occasions when the maximum 
had reaoh^ Rs^lbO. Even then it was found that the availahle aooom- 
modation was insufficient. The trouble of the would-be Hadjis begins 
when they get to Bombay. In the past they suffered irom mtkm 
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li^nddups for want ol sufficient house ecoomiuodetkiii there end e ler^e 
number of theee Hadjis, failiui^ to find housing aoGommodation, had to 
sleep on public footpaths. As the traffic is again increasing in volume, 
the Hadjis are likely to suffer similar hanlships. Sir, I submit that this 
is scarcely a state of things which should be tolerated. In Bengal there 
are something like 40 million of Moslems. The entire Moslem populn- 
tion of India would be about double that number and it might reasonably 
be argued that half the number of the total Hailjis gt> from Bengal. The 
(juestion for consideration is this: Why should so many thousand of 
Moslems be oblige<] to travel all the distance from remote parts of Bengal 
and Assam and go down all the way to Bombay defraying an unneces* 
sary expense for railway fares, when they could obviate all these diffi- 
culties if the port of Calcutta were opened to pilgrim traffic. 

In 1913 a similar resolution was discussed in the old Imperial legis- 
lative Council in Which I had a share, and that resolution was accepted 
in an amended form, namely, that the question of throwing o|>en the 
ports of Calcutta and Chittagong for the emlmrkation (»f pilgrims tcj the 
Hedjas be reconsidered. Since then there has bt^on a great deal of agi- 
tation ^f or throwing open the port of Calcutta for Moslem pilgrims to 
Mecca. In view of the stnmg Moslem feeling on this subject I trust 
my friend the Hon*ble Sir Abd-ur-Iiahim will he in a position to accept 
this resoli|tign on*behalf of Government. 

MaharaJ Kumar 8Rlt CHANDRA HANDY s I lag to siipiant this 
resolution. 

Sir, the hulk of our Bengal pilgrims for the holy placets in Arabia 
hails from East Bengal and Assam, the most of them are untru veiled 
and ill-informed. In going down to Bombay and Karachi to g<d the 
l)oats they have to perform long and tedious journeys and are often 
put to groat exfKmse and worry. Unacquaintance with the vernaculars 
of upoountiy' often puts them in situations of difficulty. Instances are 
not wanting, Sir, where some of them are cruelly victimis«»d. Relations 
and friends cannot escort them to such long distances in order to w*e 
. them off and conse(|uently they are left at the mercy of Imoktng clerks, 
tidtet-collectors and agents of steamer companies. 

I own it will mean a few more days for the journey if the falgrims 
go all the way by the sea, but there can he no doubt that their expense 
and worry will he much less and that they will run less risks of being 
exposed to epidemics such os are brought on by travels in lower classes 
through inland countries. And then it will have the advantage of being 
attended to by friends and relatives at the place of start. 

There ought to be no opposition to this resolution. Nothing un- 
usual or expensive is sought to be introduced. Passenger ships start 
from the port of Calcutta lor all parts of the world. Some sleamsbip 
comiMaies might easily be induced to mu a direct service from Cskmlta 
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during the pilgrimage season and carry a bulk of Bengal pilgrims direct 
to Arabia. 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALCY: I have great pleasure in supporting the 
resolution proposed by Major Hassan Suhrawardy recommending that 
the Pori of Calcutta be reopened for the traffic of Moslem pilgrims to 
Mecca and other holy places of Islam in the Hedjaz. Such an arrange- 
ment would be deservedly popular. We have an annual exodus of 
al>out 3,000 people leaving for Bombay from the province of Bengal 
and if we take into consideration the pilgrims who will avail them- 
selves of the Port of Calcutta from Burma and the Straits we may 
approximately estimate an exodus of four or five thousand pilgrims. 
ITiese people will be saved the exi^nsc of a railway journey to Bombay 
and the double expense and trouble of waiting for shipping there. The 
comfort and welfare of pilgrims is an obligation which Government 
have already accei)ted and though it falls within the duties of Govern- 
ment of India, it is a matter so far as Calcutta and the province of 
Bengal is concerned that the local Government should also be interested 
in it and acquaint the Government of India with the state of Muhaip- 
madan feelings about it. I must say at once that so far as I understand 
the Government of Bengal are not unsympathetic towards the iffoposal 
but I feel confident that this resolution will strengthen the hands of tb©* 
local Government in recommending to the Government «f India that 
no time should l)e lost to give to the intending inlgrims the much- 
needed facility which the Port of Calcutta will afford for the embarka- 
tion of the intending pilgrims for Arabia. I need hardly rexifeat the 
fact which is well known that religious scoitiment has a deep and abid- 
ing influence in the public mind, the appreciation of a grateful com- 
munity will resound to the everlasting credit of the Government if the 
convenience sought for is granted. 

Mailivi WANED HOSSAIN. I beg to support this resolution, and 
in doing so I shall place a few facts liefore the Council. It is a well- 
know^n fact that annually a very large number of pilgrims from all 
l>arts of India and especially from Eastern Bengal come to Calcutta 
for the purjwse of Huj. I know from my own exi)erience as Vice- 
President of the (■nlcutta Khilafat Committee when I had tfie occasion 
to notice their movement that these poor jwTsons congested near about 
Colootola and only two buildings are ojwn to them for their occonunoda- 
iion ™the two Mom/irkhnnm, I know that each of these buildings 
iiccommodatee 250 and 157 pilgrims only. So far as their condition is 
(concerned, I have seen them walking along the streets, sleeping on the 
footpaths and begging from door to door. At the same time they are 
subjected by certain unscrupulous persons to all sorts of spoliation. 
These swindlers .pilfer their money wrhich they Ining with them for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of their journey. Now, Sir» Giere 
are two dangers to which Gakiitta is eitposed ; first, sometiniee cmoigeetiiMi 
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bectMiBes m great that many of the pilgrime cannot get any acoommoda^ 
tion and being huddled together if any of them falls ill, there is an 
apprehension ot spreading infection. Secondly they may carry to other 
quarters a%y infectious germ which they may bring with them to 
Calcutta. In fiict, for treatment and accommodation they have to rely 
upon the charity of other persons. Then what happens is this. From 
Calcutta they go to Bqmbay. From the reiwrta ap])earing in the 
newspapers from tiipe to time we know that The congestion at Bomlmy 
sometimes becomes so great that there has l»een outbreak of cholera 
and other diseases. If the different jwrts are ojicned and espec'ially 
the port of Calcutta, there fill be various outlets — some will go by 
Chittagong, some by Calcutta, some by Bombay and some by Kaiachi. 
In that case the congestion will be l^•SKcne(^ and the apprehension of 
spreading any infectious disease may also be lesstmod. (hi these grounds 
I l»eg to supptirt the rewjlntion. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: T MitpiK>rt this resolu. 
tion and in siipiwrting it 1 say that from 189?) till 1!K)1 or 1?)02 Chifta- 
goug was made a |Kirt for the Haj pilgrims, and I do not know what 
wisdom led Government to dost* Chittagong as a |»ort for Haj jnlgri- 
mnge. Sir, the reasons that have Wen advanceil by my friend, Maujyi 
Wahed Hossain are/loubly applicable in the cast* of pilgrims who come 
from • 

MEMSER in olMrgt nf HAJ PILCRIMACE (the Hon^hle Sir 
^|bd*ur*Clahiin)t May I rise to a point of order? We are not c*on- 
sidering the opening of the |K)rt of Chittagong. So, I think the remarks 
of the Hon’ble Member are out of order. 

Mr. PREEIDENT (tlw Hon’bit Mr. H. E. A. Ootton)s It is not 

quite out of order. The remarks are not entirely outside the subject- 
matter under discussion. 1 am watching the member. 

Mtirtvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURYs 1 do not know why the 
Government Member should he so touchy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no question of Wing touchy. The Hon* hie 
Member is quite within bis rights in rising to a [Kiint of order. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ OHAUDHURY: I am a blunt headed 
and blunt spoken man and 1 have no such intelligence as the Govern- 
ment Member has, and in advancing my reason I say that some time 
during the years 1899 — 1901, or 1902, Chittagong was a jxirt for Haj 
pilgrimage and Government has not got any reason why Cafcutla should 
not be opened as a port for Haj. Those who are connected with the Haj 
are mosUy poor Muhammadans and so far as my division is concerned 
I enn say with authority that the number of people that go to perform 
Haj is much more than many divisions in West Bengal and the people 
who go to Haj are mostly poor and they get the money by begging. 
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(Hiey f^ine to CalctitU where theie axe many anaiea^ and 1 Icnow m % 
gang— 1 am saying this to Oovemment go that they may take notion — 
' 1 know of a gang who forge tickets and take these innocent peofde in 
their confidence an^ gp up to Bombay and rob these people. Sir, if 
the port of Calcrntti i|^|mpened, the dangers to which the Bengal Haj 
pilgrims are sub|i|M(^’'to will not occur. At the same time, Sir, {he 
people of Bengal lUl go to Bombay, have to incur additionid expenses 
on account of the railway fare to Bombay and food and lodge inasmuch 
as they had to stop there a good many days for the ships to convey them 
to Hedjas and Mecca. At the same time Bombay is not a cheap city 
Calcutta — ^here a poor man can have two meals for 3 or 4 annaa 
W my experience of Bombay is that a man cannot have a decent meal 
for less than a rupee a day. These pilgrims who go from Bengal are 
generally poor and they can hardly defray the expenses of their journey, 
and if the port of Calcutta is opened, the fares of the steamer company 
which will carry Haj pilgrims will, I understand, be much less, and 
this will go a great way towards mitigating the hardship of the 
jiilgrims. For these reasons 1 support the resolution. 


SHAH EMDADUL HAQ spoke in vernacular in support of 

the resolution. 

« 

TN Hdn’lllc 8ir ABD«UR»RATIIM{ The question of Veopening the 
port of Calcutta to pilgrim traffic has been engaging the attention of 
the Government of Bengal for some time. We have been collecting 
information fiUtm the Press, through the Haj Committees and local 
officerii and tried to ascertain what is the feeling on the subject and how 
far we can relieve the suffering of the pilgrims who go from Bengal 
on pilgrimage to Hedja* or other sacred places. From the inquiries 
that we have made, we are satisfied that there is an unanimous demand 
for the reopening of this port. We have received representation after 
representation that the Bengal pilgrims, Baving to go to Bombay, are 
'subjected to certain inconveniences and unnecessary expense which, 
they believe, would be avoided, if they could embark from Calcutta. 

One of the chief difficulties in the way has been the question of * 
shipping accommodation. We have considered that matter very care- 
fully and we are inclined to think that the difficulties are not such that 
they cannot be overcome. 

There is also the question of accommodation in Calcutta. Aocommo- 
daiion in Calcutta is not always sufficient for a large number of {lilgrims 
at a particular time of the year. We have been making inquiries as 
to what would be the best mode of providing accommodaiion for th^ 
pilgrims many of whmn are extremely poor— some are old and snillir 
Item idiysioal" infirmities. We have been in omnmunioalioii will 
many leading Muhammadans of Calcutta, with the Cal^tta 
tton, and other oivio authorities, suck as the Port OomimiisiOHeis» 
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to what could be done in this connection ; and so far as we have been 
able to gather information from them» I think it would be {x>ssible to 
arrange satisfactory accommodation and also make satisfactory 
arrangements for sanitation. Having been satM^^with the result of 
inquiries that we have made on the subject, wi||prle already informed 
the Government of India ns to the state of thingt^||lid the demand that 
exists. 

As a matter of fact we made our representation long before wo 
received notice of this resolution. I was greatly interested, Sir, to 
hear the history of the pilgrim traffic from my friend, the Hon^ble MlA| 
Ghuznavi, who has considerable exjierience alwut the matter, but 
difficulties are mainly in Arabia and not in India. The whole question 
of jjilgrimage or rather provision of accommodation for the pilgtims* 
journey to Jledjoz and their welfare there, has recently been engaging 
the very eaniest and serious attention of the Government of India. 
Neither the Government of India nor the Oovernmoni of Ihmgal are 
indifferent to the inconveniences and discomforts of the pilgrims. We 
have been doing our best to safeguard them from all sorts of trouble 
they are^ subjected to; and so far as the Bengal Government ^concerned, 
we have brought the matter to the attention of the Goveniment of 
India and we shall he very pleased to forward the resolution that bos 
been moved by Major Hassan Suhrawardy to the Governraenl of India 
if ixisaed by this House. I therefore accept the resolution. 

Major HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: This resolution, Sir, which^ for 
want of time and once on account of my absence from the House has 
la|)sed during the last 2 years of the last Council, I am glad to say 
has been debated upon in the very first session of this Council and has 
been accepted by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim the Member in charge, 
and I thank him for this. 

The motion was then put in the following modified form and agreed ^ 
to: — 

** This Council recommends to the Qovenimeiit that the proper autho* 
Vities be approached to take necessary steps to re^en the Port of 
Calcutta for Muslim pilgrims to Mecca and other holy places in the 
Hedjaz as soon as practicable.’* 

BMNt UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERdEE: I would like to withdraw 
my ^solution for the present so that I may move it subsequently. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you withdraw your resolution now you cannot 
move it again during this session. You can give notice of it for the 
next session. 

iABU UMit CHANDRA CHATTERdiE; Tea, Sir, I would like 
to withdraw it for this session with permission to move it in the next. 

9 
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The following resolution was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
^ drawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that orders be issued 
to all Government servants pro^iibiting them from realizing any money 
in the name of subscription or donation from the people/' 

The motion of Babu Umes Chandra Chatter jee having been with- 
drawn, the following amendment consequently fell to the ground ; — 

“ Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri Bahaduj to move, by way of 
amendment, that in line 2, for the word ‘ realizing' substitute the word 
* exacting.’ ” 

Exemption of theatres, cinemas, etc., from tax. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER. I have pleasure in moving the 
following resolution that stands in my name: — 

“ This 0>uncil recommends to the Government that action be taken 
under sub-section (2) of section 8 of the Bengal Amusements Tax 
Act, 1922, to exempt theatres, cintmias, and other forms of entertain- 
ment, Huch^^ dunces, exhibitions, etc., from the liability of the enter- 
tainment itix, restricting the operation of that tax to race-courses and 
betting transactions on race-courses." ^ 

From the inception of this Amusement Tax, from its introduction, 
into the House, I have opposed it (or the part of it that refers to cinemas 
and theatres). * 

The betting tax I left alone. The Turf Club is well able to look 
after itself. In fact, my experience of it is that it can look after itself 
too well. I go to the races occasionally but not often and my experi- 
ences of it on two occasions do not tend towards making me a firm 
believer in its principles of doing business. Last month, I took two 
tickets on the Totalisator. One of the h4N||6s I was interested in dead- 
•*lieated. I was not aware of this until twa flays afterwards when I read 

♦ the Report of the race in the State$vian. I sent my tickets to the Secre- 
tary of the Turf Club asking him if he would returik^me my money. I 

* got the following reply ; — 

I regret I can make no payment for the reason given on the enclosed slip. Yooi^' 
tickets are herewith returned. * / 

'Pho slip informs me that no tickets will be paid later than half an 
hour after the last race of the day. Now, Sir, the sum itself does not 
affect me in the least, but the principle does. I am aware that neither 
I nor the public has any redress in matters of this sort as they could not 
plead because of the Gambling Act. But no business fimrflate take such 
an autocratic stand as to take one's money and keep it under such a lame 
excuse. ^ 

I on each occasion pointed out that the small amount of fevenue 
you would receive from theatres and cinemas would be udM^cely worth 
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collecting and that you would be throttling what waa a atriiggling indus- 
try and now that the tax has been in operation this prophecy has proved* 
true. 

Let me give you some figures to prove it. We will take our leading 
theatre first — The Empire Theatre. We find at the half-year ended 
31st March, 1922, they made a profit of Rs. 30,992-4-1, as there was no 
Amusement Tax prevailing, and at tlu» half-year endetl Olst March, 
1923, their pn)fit was nil and they had to pay Its. 72,000 as Amuse- 
ment Tax. 

Since the imposition of the tax, the receipts at the Empire Theatre 
have fallen in almost exact ratio to theaSnoiinf collected in tax. Between 
October, 1922, and March, 1923, theatre paid Its. 72,000 in tax 
and made no profit. 

Tlie theatre is losing heavily during the hof weather season. One 
week the theatn* lost Its. 1,129 and iwiid Its. 1,123 in tux. Were the 
tax remitted the theatre could at least jwy ex|»eiiHes until l>etter times, 
as it is, it is simply I>»»ying away capital and hohling ouf as long as 
possible. The end must come eventually and (’alcutta ho starve<I for 
theatrical entertainment . Meanw'hile the Oovermnent w^ill get no 
income-tax as ther^ are no profits. 

On average business the theutiv can just exist these days on a 
Rs. 5 stall. The public will not jmy Rs. 6 plus Re. 1 tux, except for 
an iniijossibly exjiensive comiwuiy. Consequently, fhe theatre has been 
obliged to charge Rs. f) inclusive of tax or Rs. 4-1-0 4o jho theatre 
plus twelve annus tux. This is decidwlly Iwdow’ pre-war rates when 
exjienses were less than half of what they are to-day. TCe theatre is 
paying the tax but cannot afford to do so. Goo<l comijanies are refus- 
ing to come to India, while the tax in (Calcutta und Bombay eats up 
any chaneo of jyrofit. A musical comjntny thul was due here in 
November cancelled thei|!^ Jndiun tour and the Empire Theatre luui 
left practically w'ithout an attraction for the cold weather. While there 
is a tax surcharge on tickets, you cannot get a n^asonahle price for them 
and unless you get a rtnis<mable price for tickets you cannot produo#, 
attractive theatrical entertainment, the result Wing that the public are 
crying about the poor entertainments that are Wing given. The 
vicious circle! 

The cinemas are suffering equally. Madan Theatres, Ja\., are dis- 
banding the Bengalee Theatrical Comjjany. I think it has already 
been done leaving 100 families without means of subsislence. The 
sttuaiion is^lready serious — there can W only one end. The theatres 
and cinemas must and will close and there will be neither amusement 
tax nor income tax from those enterprises. Even the paRry 3 lakhs 
wiH disappear — a struggling industry crushed out of existence — and 
Calcutta deprived of places of amusement. Is it worth it ? 
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What would the public say if the Government put an official at the 
door of Wbiieaway, Laidlaw A Co. to demand 20 per cent, from prosr 
pective customers before they were allowed to make a purchase. 
Prevention of trade? Then what about theatric and cinemas. Is the 
situation not analogous? 

Empire Theatre. — Half-year ended Slst March, 1922. — Profit: 
Rs. 992-4-1. No Tax. 

ISalf^ear ended SlsT' March 1923. — Profit: Nil. Tax: Rs. 72,000. 

Had there been no Tax, they might have shown a profit of 
Rs. 20,000.'* 

Now let 118 see how t]i|^ picture houses have fared aince the intro- 
duction of. this tax. « 

Empire. Theatre. — Had to close down their bioscope shows after the 
Act came into force. 

Picture Ilouxe . — Had to close down owing to heavy loss. Official 
Receiver was appointed for sale of the Good-will and effects of tlie 
'* Picture House ” by auction (took place on Tuesday, the Slst July, 
1923). 

Grand Opera House . — Business changed hands only six months 
back after the Act came into force. 

Howrah ' Cii^^nias.— Kf ter running for 6 months chapged hands 
since March last. 

Star 7’A<vi^rc.-~(!?hanged hands only a few months ago. 

Parsee Elphinstone Dramatic Co.., (M . T. Ld.)^ — -Working at the 
Corinthian Theatre at a loss of Rs. 1,245 from Ist "January, 1923, to 
30th June, 1923. 

Alfred Theatrical Co., (3/. T. Ld.). — Over 100 artistes disbanded 
on 1st of March, 1923, owing to loss from 1st November, 1922, to 30tii 
June, 1923. 

Xt may be noted that the loss was in spite of performing in the 
tbf^ best months of the year, vix., November, December and January. 
£x -employees being unable to earn their livelihood, are willing to be 
,»e-employed on reduced pay. 

The Bengalee Theatrical Co., {M. T. Ld .). — Consisting of over 80 
artistes will be closed down from Jlst August, 1923 owing to loM 
from Ist Januarj-, 1923, to 3(>th June, 19!^3, in spite of thMr utilis* 
ing the sceneries and dresses of the disbanded Alfred Theatrical Co. 

If the Bengalee Theatrical Co, had to l>e equipped afresh with new 
sceneries and dresses the loss would have been enormous. 

India Films, Ld. — The above firm doing business in Calcutta was 
closed down a number of months back. 

AmusemenUTas in Bombay Presidency . — The amusements of Bombay 
and Karachi are equally suffering since the enactment of the Bombay 
Entertainment Tax. 
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Super fa4r.*— HiiB is nol bein^ paid by cinemas and tbeairical 
companies now, as it was being paid before the Act came into force. 

I know the Hon’ble Member in charge of our financial affairs will' 
with a tone of despair ask the question; If they give up Ibis 
Rs. 3,50,000 how are they going to make up this deficiency. 

Now, Sir, the weather is very trying just at present and yesterday 
at about 5-30 P.if., I heard a number of members td tl^f Counod^'mak 
where they could get n whisky and soda. Supposing a bar and refresh- 
ment room were opened here where the members could get relreshroenis 
if necessary, the Hon’ble the Finance Member might, acting on my 
suggestions, see whether he could raise this 3} lakhs this way. I recog- 
nise his earnest desire to square his Budget hut let me hojw that from 
the facts I have given him, we will see how useless it is to go on 
gradually strangling to death the goose (hat lays the “ Golden Eggs ** 
and when it is dead it w’ill take with it all revenue and if it is not gipund 
out of existence it can struggle on until In'tter times when file Govern- 
ment will again reap the InMiefit from its Income-Tax. 

It may be state<l that there is no lax on eight-anna seats but 
although you will find [leople of the most refined tastes in pifs and 
galleries, you will also find thorn when they can affonllt in the stalls 
and the circles an<\ no modern place of entertainment can pay its way 
if the stalls and the circles are empty. So this tax has a definitely bad 
effect on art and art is the only thing after religion which distinguishes 
us from the beasts of the field. 

Charities . — Tliere were not as many Charity shows given os before, 
since (he inauguration of the Amusement Tax Act. I admit that there 
is no tax on the cheapest seats and a small tax on the cheaper seats. 
The result is that these seats are crowded while the more expensive 
seats remain empty. The result is that the manager must play to the 
gallery or he will be without an audience at all. It is use}es.s paying 
these entertainments are a luxury. They are not a luxury . TO^y are 
part of the scheme of all well-conducted civilised countries. The 
Romans of old used to say, Give us bread and entertainment.^’ Yod / 
will observe, the second thing they wanted, after food, wa.s entertain- 
ment. We are of course entertained free here by continual cries of 
** Raise your voice,” etc., as w’as evidenced yesterday, culminating 
with Mr. C. R. Das suggesting that the member should stand upon a 
chair and speak. But, Sir, not cveryWidy con l»e a memlier of Council. 

Then we must not lose sight of the terrible hardship. It is for those 
who have lost their employment because of the lack of success on thes6 
cinemas and theatres, principally caused through this tax. These 
people have now joined the unemploye<l and their nt^bers are likely 
to be increased unless the tax is abolished. 
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Think of what it means if these entertainments are closed to the 
many poor working millions. They have no bookb, no art, no healtHy 
^ames. They have little taste for higher culture. They have not been 
taught to know the highest Qreyness and Mo]ftt>tony of life, unsightly 
and sordid surroundings, tedious and soull^ toil that tend to blunt 
the higher senses. To cloud the mind and oppress the spirit, Sir, we 
^'iDUst try and make these people’s lives brighter and not do as we are 
u^^ibtedly doing by imposing this tax on them, taking away what 
brightness tlfiy have asid making their lives still more drab. But 
. looking ai this, from a business point of view, surely these people (the 
cinema and theatre pebpla) are entitled to look for reasonable and 
business-like treatment. Common sfense suggests that an industry 
should not be taxed beyond fts Btjrength or in such a way as to retard 
its growth and developmei^t. This Act is not only retarding the growth 
of cinemas and theatres,'^ it is grinding them out of existence. All 
just rulers are anxious to strike a fair balance between weakness and 
and all those who have studied the position of the cinemas 
and theatres must conclude that this Act is an Act of Severity for the 
struggling industry. 

I apiwal to this House to 8upix)rt my resolution otherwise you will 
have a ruined enterprise creating unemployment, spare meals, also 
blighted hopes for thousands. ^ 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I rise to 8up]X)rt Mr. CamplJell Forrester’s 
resolution. In going through the whole question regarding the amuse- 
ment tax, I find that rui>ee8 two lakhs and a half form the average yearly 
income accruing from cinemas and theatres whereas about 16 lakhs 
or BO are derived from the tax on In^tting; so that the major portion 
f of the income of the tax is derived f)om the latter source. I hold that 
the public have a right to some form of amusement and it is the hardest 
thing possible to (conceive of taxing people for legitimate amusements 
especially in taxing i>o()r i)eo])le. It must t)e evident to every individual 
thfd if you deprive a person of the right to amuse him^lf occasionally 
*,*y»U.«IW^atreating a danger. So far as the poorer people are concerned, 
they ai^ the very people who ought to l>e afforded some form of amuse- 
-inent after a day’s work is done. So far as the cinemas are concerned, 
I do not wish to tire the patience of the House by quoting further 
figures; hut from the figtires supi)lied by Mr. Campbell Forrester it is 
evident that there is a great decline in income from these theatres 
and cinemas. So far as racing is corcenied, I have very little to say. 
I have never gone and will never go to the Race Course. 1 do not 
l>elieve in it, I hold it is a crime to go there; and I hold that it if 
entirely illegal to tax it as in itself it is a crime. I further hold looking 
at it from a kindred ]miut of view that no tax should be levied on 
betting becaiwe that would be gittng some sort, of sanction to betting. 
The Hon’ble Hftinber in charge of Finance might, however, tell os 
that if we deprive him of this income which he gets from betting 
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and amusementa what could wo give him in their place ? The administra- 
tion must have to ba^rried on and he cannot altord to lose the money. 

I will, then, make a 8h|fgestion here. The Hon’hle Member in chai^pC^. 
of Finance could very well afford to raise the registraticm fees. IV** 
the past twenty years iKe registration fees in Bengal have remained 
stationary and I should particularly like to draw his attention to the 
recommendation of the Retj^nchment Committee which came to 
conclusion that so far as thh^registnitipn.^fs were concem|4AM# 
thing should be done in the wa^v of laising^them. ^dif Miis do## 
it would go a great way in making up for the Joss of income fmm.^ 
betting and amuseincnta. 1 trust inv sugg^tkiu have some^^ecj 
»nd that some sort^of action will 1 h» taken in th^j direction, so that 
Governinont mayjnake up for \he Ifiss to* he sustained by the abolition 
of amusement tax. Dealing with the iiuluatcy itself I would tell the 
Goverumeni here that they derive large amount of money from the 
cinemas in the way of <hities on dims and bioseoj>es. If you keep on 
these duties over and ulxive this enteiiainment tax you will pn)J;|ibly 
see the industiy die out altog<‘ther. This tax is choking the indm^y 
as it were out of its existence. If, Iniwever, the Hon’hle Meiabisr in 
charge of Finance cannot see his way to ndax his grip u|K>n the tax 
on Ix'tting, I would then urge that the tax, which affects tlioatres and 
cinemas, should he ah!ogate<I ulto‘»e(hei. It is very little indeed 
that Government d (•Vive from cinema.s and theatres pud any apjirejiendcHl 
lo.ss may Ik* n‘coujM’<l from the surplus in the next year’s budget. By 
continuing this tax you are depriving the peo])!e of the little forms 
of relaxation which they possess ami this want of proper relaxation 
will in turn lead tn tlie impoverishment of the people, and this again 
vrtll unfit th(‘m to he worthy citizens. As I have said, Sir, I repudiate 
the suggestion tliat no alternative Miurcc of im-ome can Im<* fonml if this " 
tax is decidi'd to he withdrawn. I am, sure, Sir, the House is witb 
me in the suggestion 1 liave made and I hope they will entirely I'pmit 
the tax on such worthy amusements a,s elevate the jieople of Bengal, 
namely, the amusements tierived from cinemas and tb#aties. , 

Babu DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAH: ! rise to supiKut the resolution 
that bus been moved hy my fri<*ml, Mr. (’umplxdl FoiTester. I thinkj, 
f'ir, Mr. ranifdK*ll Forrester was (piitf right when In* said ihai nomo^ 
limes for cheap amusement it is enough to bear the debates in this 
Coum il Ghamln'r. Only yeslerday my fiiend Maulvi Md. Xunil Ifuq 
Ohaudhurx- just l)efore I stepped into the House made a statement in 
reganl to the Marwaris in utter disregaid of the facts. He (piestioned 
as to whether 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ou need not go into that, Mr. Khaitan; it if 
irrelevant to the present subject. Ym! gave a ver>‘ full personal explana- 
tion yesterday. You need not take the op[K)rtunity cT referring to it 
again in connection with the amuseuieni tax. 
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iaiHi DEBI PROiAD I^HAITANs I only allude to onrliaving aomm 
amusement on the occasion of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq ChaadhuTy*8 
speech yesterday. So far as the tax that is levied oi^^the theatres and 
cinemas and other forms of entertainment is concen||^, Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester has quoted facts and figures which demonstrate that if 
the Amusement tax is continued to he levied on t M| shows not only 
will the Government lose the golden eggs that the |pm gives bqt lose 
the goose herself. Sir^^a tax should only be imposed on such a trade 
or profession and -in slich a manner as the subject-matter of the tax 
can bear, and if it is proved that the subject-matter of the tax 
cannot bear it, that fact is sufficient to demonstrate to the House and, 
I hope, to demonstrate to the Government, that no use can be served 
by continuing a tax which will not on)y lose itself but also the source 
from which it is derived. Therefore, the question does not arise as 
to where the pioney, which the Government would lose by remitting 
this tax, would come from. In any event Sir, Government has to 
find out where the money is to come from whether the Act is to con- 
tinue in name or not; Iwause if the Act is continued theatres and 
cinemas threaten to disappear. Sir. 1 am obligetl to my friend 
Mr. Madun, who has given me fmds and figures from which it appears 
that a company which has invested about a emre of riipeea -even if no 
account is taken of depieciation ami otheV matters which a commer- 
cial concern always takes -ean only make a profit of abo^t lakhs of 
rupees; that is about 2 f>er cent, only, and if depreciation is to be 
deducted then it will appear that the company has been carrying on 
its business at a loss! It is quite true, Sir, that Government in keep- 
ing the accounts of its railways does m-t dwluct any amount of money 
on account of doj)n*ciation, but railways and theatres do not stand on 
the same level. Sir, it is absolutely necessary* with a view to the 
proper management of theatres and cinemas, that the companies should 
take into account these deductible items also; but if that is done, it is 
quite apparent fitim the figures put forward and quoted by Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester that Jill these shows will have to close down liecause they 
cannot be run at a pmfit. 

Sir, so far as betting is concernetl, I do not agree with what has 
i^illeu from Dr. Moreno. I think that just as in the case of wine 

and liquor it is desirable that taxation should he imposed, in order 

to reducA* consirmptiowu" so also it is <juite necessary that the betting 
tax should be continued in order to dissuade the people from going to 
the race course, which Dr. Moreno so much abhors. In abhorring it 
I quite agree wifli hittt# though not in remitting the tax which is 
n^covereil at that place. My friemd says we are taxing crime, *but if 

by taxing crime we can hedp to do away with it;' it is no barm^bing 

80 . In these circumstances, I hope Government will accept this resolu- 
tion and will see its way to allow these forms of entertainment go on 
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imtaxed, entertainniiiit whicli ia so Decemry for the recreation of the 
people. ^ 

KhiMi BilMMltr Maiilvi Md. CHOINUDDIN: I think it will not be 
a wise step on the part of this House to accept the resolution which 
has been moved by Mr. Campbell Forrester. We have always com.* 
plained that our Cbvernment is not in a position to spend a sufficient 
amount of money* In connection with the budget debate, Sir, tfe all 
came to the conclusion that our next year’s budget can lianll^ be 
called a surplus budget; though it looks like a surplus buflget it is not 
really so. Our Government must have sufficient money to make its both 
ends meet and where can the Government have money fit)m P They have 
no Aladdin’s lamp or a Pagoda tnv In shaking which they can have 
any amount of money they^like to have for development puriwses. 
Money in the Govorninent’s coffer must ar>me tlm>ugh taxation; with- 
out taxation Goveniinent cannot hav»'' any nnmey. If a tax is to l)e 
imposed by Goveninient siich a tax only should l)e im|)08ed which 
will be the least in»popular. Sir, the present tax on entertainments 
is a t 4 ix which is paid by a partkoilar S<*ction of the |>eople; that is, 
those particular people who vant to go to the cinemas and theatres. 
This is a tax whiidi is not imj)osed ofrall sections t»f the people Ihroiigh-, 
out llengal. For example, cinemas are m(»stly hs atisl in Calcutta. 
Practically spcmkiiyr, there are hardly any cinemas {»r theatres in the 
roufassal towns of Pengul ; and out of the vast ]>f>pulatron of Calcutta 
only a very small 8 (*ction a inicnH#*opicully small s<‘ction -only go to 
the theatres and cinemas; and if you in»iM>se u tax on this particularly 
small section of t^e peoj)le it will not luise a hue and cry among the 
general public. Whereas if the Government were to almiish this tax 
and for recouping the loss which such an aladition would entail, if 
they were to impose a general tax on the public as a whtde^ for 
Dr. Moreno’s suggestion of an increase in registration fees amounts to 
nothing less than that- -it will affwt many people not only in (hilcutta 
but throughout the juovince. Sir, considering the present financial 
difficulties of the (iovernment and considering also the fact that this 
tax is not paid hy the whole of HeFigal, hut by a very small swlion only 
of the people of Calcutta, I think (toYfrnrnent has Wen very wise in 
imposing a tax of this nature and I bo|»c they will not agree to give 
it up at the present juncture. 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: I rise to aupjjiirt wlf^e-hcHirfedly my 
Hon’ble friend Mr. Forrester who has thought fit to bring forwanl a 
modification in the Amusement Tu>^Acf o|^lf) 2 ti which was pusherl 
through against opposition to apply to ell sorl* of entertainments indis- 
criminately. Mr. Forrester now wants to have the operation of tho 
Act testricted only the transactions of the Turf ('lub and he has 
my cordial suppcjrt for it. I am. one of Ihow? |ieoplo who btdievo that 
recreation is a second creation when weariness has almost crushed a 
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man's i^irits. TaxA^oi^ on ihaee amusements, ^ch as dances and 
/Exhibitions, ibeatr^s and cinemas bas the nec^sary consequence of 
restricting the pleasures so mucb conducive to one's kdaftb and Happi- 
ness. The very idea of location stakes off a portion of enjoyment which 
isjought for after the day's toils by hnndn^s nay thousands of i^ople 
both men and women who have to Mpend their lives under the strenuous 
conditions obtaining in .Calcutta. I heatres, cineinaA*' and exhibitions 
hova also their educative and artist ic/v^alue. Dancing is perhaps the 
most populax^ortn’^ amusement amongst Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 
It is undesirable to restrict the enjoyment whicb* these forins of amuse- 
ments afford, by levying a tax on them. Even a depleted exchequer 
could not adequately justify such a (ourse, but.it is .irw unde.'s/ood 
that provincial finance is showing some signs of improvement and ihe 
further retention of the tax would work'*as a hardship, for which the 
Lf y'isliiture can have no valid excus'*. 

The same argument would not perhaps apply to betting trans- 
actions on the race course. These transactions are gambling pure and 
simple and whulever may be said to racing being the king of sports 
and the sensation which l>etting affords there is no denying the fact 
that it hns its objectionable features ami the retention of the tax oh it 
would be wholly justified, llacing is e'^mitially a rich man’s sport and 
a little tax wmuld not affect his pu^^sc in any appreciable degree. 

I, therefore, cordially sff^qmrt the resolution which half been so ably 
moved by Mr. CamplH*!! Fcjrrester. 

Mr. N. BARTO^: T was one of thosf who sat on the committee on 
the Amusements Tax Bill and 1 took u veiy strong stand in favour of it. 
I then thought that the levying of a fax on the people who were looking 
for some amusement and w'ere willing to pay \rould not he a burden 
on them. But as ex|)erienee ha.s shown and from the fig'iires that haye 
been placed before the House- and 1 holieve they are fairly accurate — 
I think Sir, I am entitled to <*liunge my opinion. Although I am sup- 
porting this resolution from the standjioint of justice I should have 
very niueh jireferred that even ihe rad* course exempted from taxa- 
tion because the ^me arguinetUs which are put forward in favour of 
the theaties and cinemas ajcct also the rare course. The people who go 
to the race course have to ^rn their hiead as well as other people have 
to. 1 know fib* a fact that j^he Cab utta Turf (Miib has had to send 
away a large nurhWi;;, df its einplove<»8 because they could not afford to 
pa,y them as in previous years. J know from pt'rsonal correspondence 
that the Tttrf Club, has hid to down a comwiderable imrtian of the 
doiiatinii which thiy contributed!^ i bniity iape past. I also know a 
large tmml)er of iKmk-iiSakers ^lo have suffered very seriously as a 
result of this tax. However ‘may be, Sir, '‘ the relief#' that this 
resolution provides is -sufficient to Ijfve my support though I should 
have jireferred ecjual justice for all. I think that the ffgiuus to 



tbal every inatitl^ODL kiw euflerid. {|nm 't|i^ lax. Net enly the 
theatres and cinemas hilt clubs also xihiob fata diHty perfonnaneilis 
from time to time haVe not beeA able to keep titeir beads abote irater. 
I tbinkr^ir, that we were fairly giTen^to^ understand by Oor^mmi at 
the time tbe Amusements Tia Bill was prapoeed in this House, I an 
not quite certain, ^t I think Ibere was some sort of aafsurance given to 
ns ibat if the realisation from tbfs tair was nbt sufficient |^t any rate for 
the trouble of collecting, the monty or the amount was not sufficiently 
large to alleviate Government’s finaticial difficulties, ttovermneut would 
consider the desirability of doing away with the tax althgether, I do 
not know if I am right in saying thU, but I think that it was said that 
if after sufficient experience of the working of the Act it was found 
that any of the iiisiiiutions had suffered consideinhly or to an extent 
which crippled its .working, Government would then l>e> prepartul to 
consider the question. For these reasons alone, Sir, I think there is 
a very good ground for discontinuing the operation of this tax in regard 
to thoiie institutions' inentione<l in the iFsohition, though I would again 
repeat that frqgi the stondjmint of justice it should include all. 

Dr. BIOHAN' CHANDRA ROY. One point seems to have hesti miss- 
ed by most of the speakers who have spoken on this subject this after- 
noon. As 1 pointed out in my budget speec’h I regard the n<»wly im- 
posed taxes aainore or less trust money whioh have been placed in the 
hands of the Government ])y the members of this t’ouncil first of all t^ 
make up the deficit <»f and later on t(» apply the surplus to the 

transferred departments. A scheme has lieen given by Mr. C. 11. Das 
to the Government. AVe want, at least I w’ant, to see how far Govern- 
ment is pre|»ared to tjike up that scheme. Fntil that is done 1 for one 
do not propose Jo interfere in any way with the^'imposition of these 
taxes, because 1 have said before if the promises given hy Government 
be not ciinied' out it will be oiir duty then to come before the House 
and to say that the whole of these taxes be withdrawn. 

Mr. NIRMAL CHANDRA CHUNDIR: May 1 crave your peri Mis- 
sion, Sir, to move an amendment to the 'resolution ' of Mr. (’umpUdl 
Fort'ester, which I understand he is w iiiiug to accept ? 

The amendment runs thus; This rouitcif recommends;^ the Govern- 
ment that action he taken under sub-seNion («?) of section H of the 
Bengal Amusements Tax Act 1942, to exempt theatres and cinemas from 
the liability of tbe Entertainment Ta±jL* “ 

. - V 

Mr. RRE8IDENT: Tadmit the amendment ffc it f» in order. 

jial Hadvndranath'Chaudhuri then rose and objected to the moving 
of the amendftie*t*|qr want of proper iicfice. The objection was upheld 
by Mr. Preaident and the amendment was not allowed to be moved. 
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^ Dr> H« W« MORENO I May I liave jFpnr pennission to moVe aii 
amendment, Sir? 

' 'T. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Please hand ore^.'ytfnr amendment ti> tlte Secr»‘ 
tary over the table and we wilhconsider it. 

MEMBER in oli««» #1IBf>RRTIlENT of FINANCE (th* HM>Mt 

Mr. 4 . DM^i It seaoia to lae t]|a| Mr. Moreno who has supported 
the iwolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester would like us to abolish all 
these taxes altog^ether in respect of all entertainmcMtS. I do not pur- 
pose to go iato that questiow. It wafl( only two y^rs ago that the 
amusement tax was introduced in this Council and with regard ^ 
cinemas and theatres it has ohly been in force for 18 Tfaonths so that 
we have not yet had the etperience even of a full year as to its effect 
on our revenues and how much we can get out of it. We had only 6 
ntonths of 1922-2* J when w|> got Rs. 2, 70, 000 out of cinemas, theatres, 
dances and the like. This year up to date, that is for 10 months (we 
have still 2 months to come), we have got Rs. 2 ^ lakhs. . 

Then Mr. Moreno says that he doSj^ not like the racp. course because 
it is criminal to take part in rac ing (I think that was tjie expression 
he used). I would point out however^ that there is not only a tax on 
belting hut also one on admission. I“do ndt see why, if you wish to 
remove the* tax on cinemas and theatres, you should propose to levy a tax 
on the jieople who go and see horses run. They are both entertain- 
ments but of a differerft* character. 

We hare been told that the theatres and cinemas in Calcutta have 
been lasing very heavily. From the figures which- we have heard for 
March to June, 1923, when tke4tmusement tax had l)een in force for only 
(j mottths, and from th41 figures' up to date it seems to me doubtful 
whether it can be said that these institutions, viz., cinemas, 

etc., have suffered mainly at the hands of the amusement tax. Thei« 
have been other factors. ^ There was a slump or depression at the time 
when this Bill was before thei^solect^coiumittee. It was realised at the 
time thar^'in order to meet this situation the rate should be reduced 
and the Act was put into force 6 months after It was passed with regard 
to cinemas, theatres and the like. And there were other factors. 
There is still the depression in trade. People have not money and il 
is a question whether those wbo have got money care to go to the 
theatres or Cifiemas or prefer to dance, *** -There has also been the duty on 
films. We do not get the incowa iiom ^that; that, like the income 
tax, goes to the (liwernmeht ef India, Our present amusement tax on 
the other hand is to help 

This is*not the fir^ timoy Sir, lii|iihiaunotion^as appeared on the 
agen^|g4)aper^ I think we Jiavi^jiafl ii4hree or legrMmes^ but we have 
not reached it till to-day,' and it is^ only ^o-day that we bear from 
“Mr, Campbell Forn»ster aWiit the senoua losses suffere<l by t&ore thhn 
one (xjinpiyny. So far|,,we ourselvoe have been approached by only one 
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o£ tlieaa iiiktitiitioiii, whidi^aa coint fonrard and told us that it putt 
iti lofl«oi doirii laripily to ^ anffiiAbeni tax. Tke pthen kata not 
coine fonraid» but I have no doubt the^j^will i! they have an oppor^ 
tunity, to sa^ that the amusenthni tax was retponaible. We cannot, 
however, get away from those other facfora. * It* am often worried about 
this amuBcment tax, as many l>eoida comi witl^^applicaU^k for exempt 
tion on the ground that the entertaipmenta are held for educaiioitl or 
charitable objectvand if an exemption be made in favour of such 
amusements generally, it might ^ that we should not be worried by 
thpse applications. Bitt I have to take the hard-heaited view ^ 
have got to have the money. The amusement tax, like the j^ther two 
taxes, vi»., Stamps and Coui-t-fees, was imposed for the puj|>e6e of 
enabling us to balance our budget and to find money for the nation*' 
building departments, for development and eo forth. We have not got 
that balance yet, we have not got .the surplus, nud we have not got 
the money to meet the demands from the Ministers for their rndivi- 
ties. We have got relief for .1 yea^l ending next year from the Gov- 
ernment of Pndia to tho extent of Its. G‘l lakhs (the Bengal contribution). 
Can we^ forward and ash that we should be allowed this relief for 
a still longer pcriml while a#4he eame tim© abolishing on© of our sources 
of revenues? That is, .Sir, our position. This tax has been in foroe 
only for a year and% half and I do not think* that at the moment) 
©specially in view of our financial position, we would be justified in 
omitting this source of revenue. The only jtiHificaiion for iti aboli- 
tion is that as an eiTert of this amusement tax we are killing fhe goose 
that lays the galden-eggs ; hut that is a, n^aiter on which* wr have, up 
to date, very little in{|pmiiiion. We*^^6haV[ U^ke the infortnatioir put 
before us to-day iiTto consideration, and if we Set' that we are uboul to 
have a dead biT^Wkshall have to think about the matter. But we can 
not, in our financ^ial position, having to call ^or further assistance for 
Bengal, give up this tax. It will indeed be to our disadvantage to give 
up this source of revenue. We hav#g©t tfie Retrenchment Committee's 
proposal on the raising of-vegistration fees as suggested by Mr. Moreno ; 
that is a matter we shall haW to take into consideration. But at the 
^moment I cannot accept this resolution; we cannot afford to forego any 
I)art of our revenues and for that reason I must oppose the motion, 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL POBRI^ER: 1 hkye very little to say except 
to reler to the remark that hi|p bean mad^^-by tbe Hon'ble Member in 
charge; he seems to insinuate that I Eave been approached by some^ 
ol theee institutions. I can assuiw Ijpi tkpi Dus is not c^rr^t. 

The only reason why I biwughh^irup^is fftai the European hssodk-^ 
tion received letter* ai^g jf thejr miglik asast in this mgttei*. %ere 
was n meeting and a sympa^etiujiote was sent round. I simply consi- 
d^ that a gross injustice has been done — it is un&ir to tax the amuse- 
ments of the people^ The condition here are eciixely diffefpnt from 
those in ^iighuid .end you are making ii mtm difficult for 
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tlie people in resorting to amuseipents. I hope the House in its sym- 
pathy for the poor is desirous of makhig their lives healthier and bright- 
er and will vote for my resol^ion. I regret that the amendment has 
been refused by the House. I was quite prepared to accfpt it. But 
because it has been refused, it will not, I trust, prevent members from 
voting in favour of my ppotion. 

The iia()tion was tfien put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


Al«y, Mr. l.^^altboob. 

Barton, Mr. N. 

,r#rrottor,»c Mr. 4* CampbMI. 

Huttain, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Mutharruf. 
HOOK Maulvl Ekramul. 

Khaltan« nabu IMbi Protad. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 


Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Biit Chandra. 
Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rota, Mr. 0. F. ^ 

tarfcar, Mautvl AHah Bakth. 

Villlart, Mr. Edward. 


ACjdamt^Wiiilamt, Mr. C. 

Baharjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Ohakravorty, Dabu Sudartan. 

Ohaudhurl, Hawab Salyld Mawab All, 

Khan Bahadur. 

Ohaudhurl, Ral Harandrahath. 

Chalnuddin, Khan Bahadur Jiaui^f Md. 
Chowdhur^r, Maulvl Faiial Karim. 

Oat, Oabtt Oharu Chandra. 

Datta, Babti Akhll Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. Nit 

Day. Mr. C. 0. * 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. 4, 

DaQovan, Mr. 4. T. 

Ootl, Raf Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

OBU, iNr. 0. i. 
fmartan, Mr. T. 

FarWiI, Mr. K. Q. M. 

Qhatnavl, tha floalliia Hadji Miv h. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahinil. 

Huq, tha Non'Ma Maulvl A. K. FaaNft 
Law, Raja Rbthaa Gate. 

LlddaU, Mr. H. 0. 


NOCS. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur df BtMdm, 
tha Hon'bla tha. 

Marr, Mr, A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mobarly, Mr. A. N. 

Mwkarjaa, Babu Tiraknath. 

Natfcar, Babu Ham Chandra. * 
Kailmuddln, Khaja. 
oalifi, Mr. e. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abdmr-. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Noiandm Narayan. 

Ray, Babu Surondra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar NIrtb BBokharatwar. 

Ray, Or. BUdhan Chahdra. 
f^y, Mr. t. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy Chaudhurl, Babu tallaja Nath. 

Boy Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur tatyondra 
Nath. 

Itophonton, tho Hon’bla Hr Nugb. 
ituart'Wllllamt, Mr. B. C. 


The Ayes being 13 and the Noes 43, the motion was lott. 


A. L. 


twt|i, Mr. d. 


tapKption of ludioial and Ixeoirtive funotioqo. 

atbu DEBI PR 08 AD KHAlTAtl: In fbe' absence of my friend, 
iMr. A. C. Banerjee, I bep to mare that “ this Council recommends 
to the Qo-fernment that early steu betaken to give effect to a complete' 
separation of judicial and exBCutiVB functions in Bengal.” 

Ttie question is as old as the' birth of political thinking in ibis 
Province. It has been argued time and again not only in the 
old 4iegislative Councils, but also in this ChamW, and ultimately a 
committed wUs appointed under the presidency of Mr. Justice OreaveB 
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to investigate the ways and means by which this much desired refefei 
of a complete sej>aration of judicial dnd executive functions in Bengal 
may be effected. Government have concetled the principle that these 
two functions should be separated from each other and we fail to under* 
stand why, in spite of the Committee having been np{)oiiite<i^ and in 
spite of their having submitted a rejKirt and in sjuto of tho.#rei)eated 
assertions that this sejiaralion would be effected it has hit yet l>een 
carried out. I do not want to detain this House for any length of 
time over this obvious question J therefore resume ay seat in the 
fullest confidence that the Government wijl carry out ifie pfomisei in 
this I’espect which it has given to us rei>eatedly» 

MEMBER in ohvge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Kbn*Pfl 
Sir Hugh Stephenson)! Is resolution No. 39 withdrawn? 

Babu iSatya Kishore Banerjee being al»ent the following resolution*' 
standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn:-"- 

This Council rccomnuMids to the Government that early ste|>s be 
takeh idfor the lot ul seimration of the judicijil from the cxecutiv«^ func- 
tions in the administration of this iVesideiicy.” 

The Hon’ble Sic HUGH STEPHENSONS Whan the question of the 
seiKiration of*the judicial and executive functions was raiscMl laet time 
in March, 1923, Government accepted the principle of siqmration; but 
in doing so, 1 said that 1 did not think that the Greaves Committee’s 
report did pave tlje way for an immediate introduction of" a definite 
system. The objections which I raii^i to that ie)K)rt were, firstly, that 
it greatly under-estiinat^l the exi>enditui*e; secondly, that ^t made no 
provision for the training of the neW magisterial service; and thixtdi^, 
that it made ver\' inadequate provision for the control, of the pew 
magisterial service. I then stattnl that Goeemment imdd not agree 
to launch a sclienic until these very iui||K>rtaqt mutters had been cleurwl 
up and had been provided for. I pronns<*d to work out a iicheme and to 
plaw it before the public before Action was t«ken i!^n it. Sir, I carried out 
my promise and we worked out a scheme — a scheme which to our mind 
does provide for the essentials that I gathered from the dcdiate on the sub. 
ject the Council desired,. It provide^ for a complete sejairation of the 
judicial apd axecutive ailfff provides for ihu recruitment on both sides and ^ 
what we cqnsidered tobejm ^equftle and fairly sati|ifactory control Aaff 
prospects on both sides. ffut,Bir, t^o scheme involved such radical alter- 
ations of the functions and prpspects of the services in Bengal, not 
only Imperial but also Provincial, tb|it it #aa clear that il would require 
the 'sanction of the Secretary W l^tate to carry it into effect. “Jt was 
therefore impossible for me to carry out my pledge to the letter and to 
|daoe the scheme belpre the Council as I bad hoped to be able to do. 
We sent up the scheme last November ip the Government of IndiA and 
asked them to obtain tjie Secretary of State’s views on these radical 
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idterations. So far we have been io]^ that the scheme has been for- 
warded with schemes of other provinces^or the same purpose — almost 
every other prdrince has framed its own scheme for the separation of 
the judicial executive. (A Voice : Has the scheme been published?) 
It cannot be published till the Secretary of State has approved it. We 
liav^ taken advantage of fhe inevitable delay to consult the High Court 
and ask for their criticisms in advance on our scheme, and they have 
been good enough to give us certain criticisms on the main features 
of the sclieme which we shall have to take into consideration. We 
have also placed an officer on special duty to work out in detail the 
cost of the Scheme and tha^is practically finished. So I have done, so 
far as possibly I could, what I promised this Council last time. But, 
Sir, since the last debate the situation has, 1 think, altered to some 
extent in wo far as the demand for the separation of the judicial and 
executive is concerned. I am not however proposing to say anything 
whatever against the principle of separation which Governmeii’t have 
d^cepted. We have drawn up our scheme. But there has been since 
the last debate the amendm#nt of the Criminal Procedure Cdde. Under 
section 406, there is now an appeal to a judge in every case where an 
order is passed under section 118 for entering into security, either to 
keep the peace or to be of good behaviour : that is a further advance 
towards separation that has^taken place since we last considered the 
matter. Again, under sections 413 and 414, there is an appeal to the 
judge in evfery case in which a ^rst class magistrate iinjKises a sentence 
of impi’isonment. The only sentences that are non-api>ealablt‘ now are: 
fines of lis. 50 or less or a fine of Rs. 200 in sumB^ary cases. The 
(Hstrict magiBtraU''s judicial functions therefore* when' he is acting not 
under the control of a judicial appellate court, are confined to i>etty 
cases where he imposes a fine of Rs. 50 or less or a fine of Es. 200 in 
summary cases. 1 think we may disregard these cases entirely, because 
no district magistrate baa ^ow the time lie try such petty cases. The 
other judicial function which h'e^parforjns is tfiiat heariag appeals 
from second and third class magistrutesr^ These appeals are very offen 
heard in many districts by deputy magistrates and not by the diitrict 
magistrate; but the primriple is the same, because these deputy magis* 
trates have also executive functiopst When the Legislative Assembly 
revised the Criminal Procedure Code, they did net take away these 
appeals from second and third class magistrates from the -district 
magistrate, mainly, I believe on the ground of expense. Except on 
that ground we shall raise no objection whatever to these appeals being 
taken by the judge, but pending the adoption of some scheme for com- 
plete separation, it is a matter on which this Government can do nothing. 
Until wa can place before the public a scheme for the total 
separation, these appeals will go on being tried by the dis- 
trict magistrate. The othi^ functions of the district magis- 
trate in relation to oriminaf justice are supervisicm and contitd. 



got to be doM ^ ooae <M «dl util «• eta 
Mm toe jmUio » eobeme fk eoin]deto sepentiM it nut eoto 
tta«« to be done by tbe diitrict mefifttireie. Hiere %||| el 

Inipeolioii for district criminal offices whicb lays doitQi^be lines on 
wbtcb tbeSe offices are to be inspected, questions are iM||ask6d and 
so forth. This manual is very considerably but of daiev and Ooveni* 
ment proposes to bring it up to date and re-issue it as soon as posaiUb. 

^ doing so, we propose to take this opportunity of emfdiasiliifig, what 
is already understood by our officers, but not perhaps undefstood by the 
public, tl^at the supervising officer is not concerned with, the conclusions 
to which a judicial officer comes. If these ire wrong, there "is a judi- 
cial procedure for setting them right, and comments on judlbi^ 

conclusions of the trying officer do not form part of tbe duties of the ^ 

inspecting officer; he is concerned only with tbe procedure at the try- « 

ing court a||4 it is his duty to see t^i from tbe very inception of tbe 

case to its conclusion the trying court has taken such steps as will 

enable it to come to a just conclusion as expeditaoifrly as possibles 
1 have ex}ilained, Sir, what the present |K)sition is, and Government 
having liccepted the {irinciple of the fa^parailon, I have no desiio 
whatever to go Iwick on ^at ac^*eptanoug Therefore, Government 
hav^ no wish to oppose this resolution. 

• 

BilNi AKHIL OHANDRA IIATTAs I rise to oppose this resolu- 
tion. My friends seem to he staggered at it, hut I should like to tell 
them the reason why I oppose. I opfiose not hecnuse on the merits 
I am against this nsform, hut becausa j feel that it is merely an acade- 
mml discussion. This ((tiestion has been agitaM for over half a cen- 
tuiy there have been commisMous, cximmittees, inquiries, reports, and so 
on and so forth. The official literature on the subject would 1^ more 
voluminous than this commodious Council Chamber coUld contain, 
fbem have been resolutions |lassed inwall pjpvincial Councils; there 
have been iBsotttflons ^sed in the^Aseembly, and so on, and every 
time there has hem a scheHib |ispared*---eveft from the time of Mr. 11. 

C. I do not know what is tbe number of the schemes prepated ; 

the pnnci|des bas been admitad by Government. We know that it is 
ahont ball a century that the principie has been acknowledged by 
Government hut yet the reform is as distant as ever. Therefore, 1 wtm 
ittdliiied to move an amendment like this, hut 1 was afraid it might net 
be blli^ed by the President — an amendment like that moved by 
llr. Has yesterday, that the consideration of this question be posipcmed 
lift Ike estaUiskssent of full responsible Government in the ^niry* 

«Mil WAiiftO HftliAINi Mav 1 ask the HonW Member a ms- 

’ W. fSIMMfOf fei, 

- , a ' ' 
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^Murivi WANED HOMAIN: Will the Hon’Ue Mmiber kindly M 
me know whether it ie only a question of coet that retarde Govom- 
ment from sepiratinf? tke judicial from executive funciions, or anything 
elee? 

The HoiinMkl »ir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is not merely a quea- 
lion of cost, but I do not like the form in which the question has b^n 
]mt, as to what deters the Oovernnieiit from separating judicial from 
the executive functions. This consideration has also been taken into 
ac(H>unt, but it is a question of the establishment of a wholly separate 
service, and the effect of it on other seiTices. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: May 1 ask the Hon ble 

Member if this Council will have an opportunity of discussing this 
B(;heme 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not in order. What is the book that you 
have in your hand? Is it a Council poiier from which you are reading? 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I was not 
reading it. 1 only desire to know 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not in order; you caffuot ijiake a siieech, 
you can only ask a question. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I only desire to say 
that it seems somewhat unfair to the Council that a scheme should 
already be prepared by Government vhich differs in some respe^ from 
the findings of the Greaves Commission and lie sent to the SecretaiyHi|l 
State for sanction and come hack from there ready to be foisted upon 
us. This is rather a hard word to use, but — < — 

TIi 6 Hon’Sle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: By way of personal explana- 
tion. Before the meiulior changes the word, I should like to {mint out 
that there is no inteution whatever of foisting anything upon the 
C/Ouncil. The scheme haa not been sent to the Secretary ol State for 
sanction. The papers have been sent to the Secretary of State for permis- 
sion to place them before the public and the Council for opinion and 
criticism. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: My question is 
answered. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardy, now that your question has 
been answered, you should withdraw the word “ foisted.** 

Mr. nSeEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDYl CerUinl^, wi4 «fc« 
gfeatest pleasure. 

A mwber : Mey I have p^mission to ask a qi^elion# 
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Mr* FItliiDBNTi Order» order; we oannoi liave queetiotu asked 
Uke iliis. If a member wants infoimation, be must put bis question 
in a formal way ibd an answer will be given at tbe proper time for 
qneetkms and answers. 

Mlw DCBI FROSAD KHAITANs I, was rather surprised to find 
my. friend Babu Akbil Chandra Daita opposing ibis resolution. How- 
ever, Sir, after tbe statement made by tbe Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson, 
that a scheme has been framed and that action baa been taken u|H)n it, 

I have no desire to press this resolution to a vote, and I have no objec- 
tion if the House allows this resolution to be withdrawn. 

The motion was then, by leave of tbe Council, withdrawn. 

Hr. TARIT BHU8AN ROYs In the absence of Babu Hem Chandra 
Nasker I beg on bis bebnlf the leave of the Council to withdraw the 
resolution standing in bis name. 

Tbe following resolution was then, by leave of tbe Council, with- 
drawn : — 

** This C/Ouncil recommends to the Govenimeut that the proper 
authorities be approached to rotluce tbe number of meml)ers of tbe 
Executive Council to two, vir., one Imiinii and the other European, 
but^bai two Indians be retained as memlters of the Exe<mtive Council 
so long as two Eurojieons art^ n>taino<l.” 


Fouftn of Unioft Boortfi. 

JHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ moved that this Council recom« 
mld9l^ to tbe Ooveminent that the |K>wers of union benches, already 
conferred, be withdrawn from (liosc union boards, where party feelings 
and dissensions were seen during tbe board's last terra of ofiice, or where 
tbe same may be apprehended in 'the fut]^; and also that such powers 
be not conferred in future on those boards, where dissensions and party 
feelings have prevailed or are likely to arise. 

He spoke in Bengali. A translation of his spee<‘.b is as follows: — * 

Sir, tbe usefulness of this resoliition is patent to everybody. In 
my experience I have observed that chaos is the result where there 
exist party feelings and dissentions in union boards. Tbe rumour is 
abro|Mi that in the District of Tippers powers will be conferred on all 
tbe union boards. Sir, before launching into such a line of action, 
tbe personnel of these boards should be carefully purged. Tbe inhabi- 
tants under these boards are invariably subjected to all sorts of tortures. 
There are some exceptions of course and 1 do not want to hamper the 
growth of the deserving boards. But where the union boards are not 
^wperiy working, in my opinion these should be dome away with. The 
inajority of the presidents of iht union hoards are Hindus, as a rseuli 

Ida 
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of whicli the Musaalman inhabitants suffer. Injustice k done to the 
Musealmans. I have brought this fact on more occasions than one to 
the notice of the Council, but in vain. I think that the Government 
will oppose this resolution, but I will not budge an inch from what t 
think to be right and proper. 

I^At this stage the President left the Chamber and the Deputy 
President took the Chair.] 

MaiHfi Mil. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I speak in 
Bengali. 

BMmi DCBI PROBAD KHAITAN: Is he the Finance Member f 

Maulei MB. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: 1 hope to be when 
Swaraj comes 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: MemWs must not hold conversations 
u'ith each other. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: May I be allowed to 
speak in Bengali? The reason why T ask this permission is that my 
friend who spoke in Bengali does not understand English, and H. is 
therefore incumbent on me to speak in Bengali in order to make him 
understand, although I do not s})eak Bengali fluently myself. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No, I cannot permit you to speak 
in Bengali. 

Mtulvl Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: All right. My friend 
who has moveii this resolution has laid before the House certain acts 
which relate to a particular grievance, and I think this particular 
grievance which is being vontilate<l before the Council cannot in any way 
affect the whole country, and my friend would be well advised, seeing 
the temper of many of the Swarajists here — and as a whip of the party 
I cannot in any way support the resolution of my friend — in order to 
save us from the awkwardness of the position to withdraw the resolu- 
tion. At the same time I may mention some other facts; this resolu- 
tion not only brings recriminations, but also shows bad taste on the 
})art of the mover. 1 may have some grievance, but why should I adopt 
a roundabout course and lay it before the country in the form of a 
resolution in the Council? It is a thing which I ought not to do at the 
present moment. The reason is that ray Swaraj friends would be ki a 
tight corner if they do not vote. I therefore ask my friend, as a Shah 
Saheb, to use his spiritual influence over his aggressor, and settle things 
outside the Council. So X would request my friend to withdraw bis 
resolutioii. 

OmM iKVYID MILTAN ALU I do oot .gne with my Mmd 
1I..H Md. Nvnil H«q Owodhor; ih.t m it ii . locid qmstioii, w. 
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ottglit Doi ta entertAin it in the CkranciL We ena dlenl with loonl 
tioiie in thin Council. But I wish to oppose the reeolutkm on another 
ground^ and that is regarding the wording of the resdutimi which runs 
thus : This Council recommends to the Government that the powers 
of the union benches^ already conferred, be withdrawn from those 
union boards, where party feelings and dissensions were seen during the 
board’s last term of office, or where the same may be apprehended in 
the future, etc., etc.” 

It is so vague and uncertain, that if we accept a resolution like this, 
it would be the clear duty of Government to ap|)oint a commission to 
hold an inquiry as to where and which of the union boards any itis* 
sension has arisen in order to enable the Government to withdraw the , 
{lowers already conferre<l. That is the ground for my opposition. 
Under Such circumstances, I would seriously request my friend to with- 
draw his resolution, as it is too vague and uncertain. It cannot legally 
be given effect to. 

Bibu BORODA PROBAD DEYs I strongly oppose this resolution. 

I am very sorry that the valuable time of the Council is being taken 
up with matters like this. In the first place, to moke the mutter short, 

I wquld join with my other friends and m|uest the mover once more 
to withdraw the resolution. If there is any i)ariicular grievance in a 
certain union lionch or union board of one district among several dis- 
tricts in this Presidency, I really fail t<» undei'siand how a res<dution 
like this can he allowed fo lie tabled for discussion in the Council, 
because I think it is a matter into which an inquiry might \m held by 
the district officer or so^e other officer deputed in that lieholf hy 
Government. But there is absolutely no reason why, liecauae ihere is 
certain mismamigement in a certain union bench or board, a resolution 
like this should be brought before the House and its vulualde time 
wasted in this way. 

MlbiiriJ KuMm BRIE CHANDRA NANOYs I heg to oppose the 
resolution. I doubt not what fate awaits it here. Union liosrds are 
‘the pathshalas — the primary schools — where politics of village self- 
government are learnt. 

Those are ike insiitutions where villagers are afforded opportuntties 
to manage and govern their parochial affairs in their own way. 

Parties exist, Sir, in all political institutions of wMtsoever denonii* 
nation. Among such parties dissension or disunion must naiutniiy 
pvevail. Difference is the law of nature and idiows that the parties 
differing mre not stagnating but moving along and manifesting Ble 
and energy. Dissension, if it does not affect the vitals of tim institution, 
is not an evil. And then, Sir, what politteal institution, big or small, 
is there in Ibis world where dissension or dlsonkm does not exist in some 
sh^ or otherP Sir, it is really asking too mudi of this Gounoil to do 
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away with iBstitutions because members thereof do not happen some- 
times to agree among themselves or choose to divide themselves up 
in parties. It is better. Sir, that the member should be educaled and 
taught to realise the responsibilities so as to work with accord and 
unanimity rather than their institutions should be superseded. We 
should rather remove the factious and undesirable elements fherefrom 
than seek to abolish the institution altogether. The fault of the people 
is not the defect of the institution. Certainly we cannot think that 
the Hon’ble mover will recommend the abolition of this Council because 
there is disunion here or because there is likely to be disunion among 
members in the future. I would therefore request the Hon’ble mover 
to withdraw the resolution. 

Babu DEB1 PR08AD KHAITAN: I do not want to take up much 
time of this House in discussing this resolution, but, Sir, what amuses 
me in reading this resolution is that the Shah Sahib wants that Govern- 
ment should enforce section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, no< only 
against individuals but against union benches and union boards. 1 do 
not understand how it is within the power of any officer of Government 
to find out where party feelings and dissensions may be apprehended in 
the future; nor has the Shah Sahib in his s|)eech prescribed any method 
whereby this jHissibility of party feelings and dissensions coulU l)e 
discovered in any union board. Furtheiinore the ^solution says — 
and also that such powers be not conferred on those boards where 
dissensions and party feelings have prevailed or are likely to arise. 

If the powers have not at all been conferred, how is it ]x)ssible to find 
out whether dissensions or jwrty feelings prevail or not, and fuither, 
Sir, how is it {> 08 sible to discover where dissensions and party feelings 
are likely to arise. I think this resolution is reactionary in spirit and 
recriminatory in nature, and this House, I hope, will not sanction the 
taking away of any powers that have l)een conferred towards the deve- 
lopment of self-government. 

Blbu BARAT OHANDRA BABUs At the very out^t I may submit 
to you that I fully concur in the principles advocated by my friend the 
Shall Sahib, Although we have got a vehement speech from my friend 
in his peculiar way, and although there ore various things with which I 
cannot possibly agree, the underlying principle of the thing is such that 
we cannot but uphold. From my experience of the mufassal 1 am in 
a position to say that these union boards have been the hot Eed of 
dola dolt, lecrimination and strife. We know that in the mufassal, 
the peofde who have got their enemies to meet generally seek to enhance 
their power by borrowing some of the executive functions which the 
district ol^ni can lend them. In the old days, the Hindus especially, 
used to ihvoke celestial aid for adding to their strength. Nowadays 
people in B^gal, especially in the mulaaiial, invidte the offietal power, 
so that they may be armed with additional strength for fighling their 
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mumim to pultiiiif them to diiOBculiy. Now, it is itiktotiiiiate t)uit 
my friend, the Sheh Sahib, hae word^ hia reaointion in a way which 
not aeoeptable to the Honae, but I may go the length of saying that 
the Shah Sahib's resolution would have been hapjuer, if he had put it 
in a more comprehensive way in order to tube away the power that the 
benches exercise with reference to all the union boards in the mufaasal. 
Now, I am quite sensible of the fact that union boards — at least many 
of them — have been doing very good work, but at the same time the 
members of the union boards, esfieeially in the way in which they are 
elected, have not been very happy in the discharge of their duties. We 
know that in the mufassal the institution of honorary magistrates has 
been the fruitful source of considerable oppres.sion. In fact the very 
mischief which the Government wanted to prevent by instituting a series 
of periodical transfers amongst our rnogistmtes in order to bring into 
rei[nisitioii whnt may lie said to lie new briMim, that mischief which has 
been taken away with r(»sp(»ci to the oAicial jKirtion of the magistracy, 
is being {lei^^tuated by the system of tbew* honoraiy' magistrates, some 
of whom have become a standing immovable nuisance in ihe ha^nlity 
in which they exercise their jurisdiction. I would, therefore, sup]iort 
the Shah Sahib with all my heart with refert‘iice to his rcMommendation 
that the |X)wers appurteiuint to their moKistcrial function — (he |s>W(*rs 
that are to lie exqfcised under the Crtmiiiiil IVocedure CcmIc — Ih‘ taken 
away from aH the union Ixuiches without a singl<> exception. 1 may tell 
this House that these union lamrcls, es}»ecuil]y in my district, are con- 
ducted in a way which is not accepUhle to my i‘ountrymeii. For (he 
information of the House I may say that for the iM'nefit of The mem tiers 
of these union Ixiards the ]>isirict Hoard of Burdwan had to s|M*iid a sum 
of Rs, 560 in purchasing u certain publication which had liecui made by 
one of the district magistrati*s who held his jurisdiction there. It is 
incomprehensible to me how the taxiiayers* money 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, OERARTMENT of LOCAL 
8CLF.GOVERNMENT (Mr. C. 8. Dlltt)l Is the member entitled to 
discuss union boards ^ The subject>matier of the discussion is the 
|w>wers of the union benches, Imt he is criticising the union boards. 

Mm 8ARAT CHANDRA 8A8Ut I believe that is pari of the 
power which the board exercises, and I, therefore, say that those jiowers 
are sought for by the peotde who can ingratiate themselves in #ihe 
favour of the district magistrates just with a view to arm themselves 
with a weapon, offensive and defensive, against their enemies. Under 
these circumstances I would ask the House to accejit the resolution. 

MEMiER in ohifit of JUDICIAL DERARTMSNT (Nw NnWMn 
8ir AM<«fwR8Mni)S I have been greatly ijiterested to bear the speechee 
that baxe been made on ibis subject. I am not a great Bengali scliolar, 
but so far as I bave been able to follow the Shall Sahib, my old Irkiid, 
bib eomplaint seems to be Hiat in his experience in the district of Ttppera, 
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where he is connected with one of the union hendies, the henohee hnvn 
not been working very satiefaetorily. His expenence seems to be that 
some of the benches, or some of the members of the benohes, exercise 
their powers arbitrarily^ that they are factious, and that Ibese magis- 
trates on the whole do not exercise their judicial powers as fairly and as 
impartially as they are expected to. He therefore wants that Govern- 
ment should take away the powers in the way he pn^>oees. I find that 
Mr, 8. C: Basu corroborates the Shah Sahib very emphatically; he goes 
further and suggests that the powers of all honorary magistrates who 
sit in the union benches should be taken away altogether, and I under- 
stand that he also speaks from his own personal experience. I may say 
that these union benches and courts in Bengal have been started not 
very long ago and I may mention to the House that I had scune experi- 
ence of the working of the village system in similar cases in the Presi- 
dency of Madras. There also we had complaints as regards the way in 
which they exercised their powers. Very often applications are made 
for transfer of cases from these courts. Government recognises the 
possibility of the powers of these courts being abused in some cases, 
and it therefore carefully watches how these courts are working. And 
those members who have read the Village Self-Government Act will have 
noticed that there is a section in that Act which empowers the Govern- 
ment to take away the powers of any particular bench if it is found that 
they are not discharging their duties properly and satisfactorily. That 
H<'ction is 66 and it lays down — 


If the oommiMsioiier, after ooneideration of the views of the district magistrate and 
tiie district board, is of opinion that a union board is not competent to perform, or 
penist«iUy makes default in the performance of, the duties imposed upon it by, or 
under, this or any other Act, or exceeds or abuses its powers, the commissioner may, by 
an order in writing specifying the reasons for so doing, either remove the president of 
the union board from his office both as president and ss member, or supersede the 
board for a period to be specified in the order. 

So Government has reserved to itself through its officers the power of 
dtuUing with cases of misconduct on the part of the benches. As regards 
the reports that we have received as to the working of these benches, 
1 am glad to inform the House that on the whole the reports are satis- 
factory. From some places we have had reports of factions but 1 think 
it was only in one {dace in the Dacca Division that the powers had 
to be taken away from one bench. We have established benches in smaQ 
areas so far, but wherever we receive satisfactory reports from the local 
authorities, we have no hesitation in establishing these benches and 
we are always watching how they get on. If we find that the power is 
abused, we can deal with the particular bench under the Act. We have 
embarked upon this policy and Government has no desire to go hack on 
it. We want to persevere in our attempt to extend the union ^acfie* 
the union beilches and courts wherever it is feasiUe. At the same thne 
I want to assure"' the House that the {uirticular cases which have ham 
mentioned will he considered by us very carefully and we will contiiftta 
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to n^toh witli Tigiiaace tlio vinridiig ol aO tlM«a ooarta. But ii 1 kiy# ^ 
laid, tka OoTarntnant liaa at pfaaent no daaifa to go back iOk ilMi gaaaral * 
policy tbat baa bean adopted a« to eri^ing a lair trial to tbaaa conrta, 

1 cannot, tbarefore, accept the rasointion of the Shah Sahib, but I can 
giTe him the aaenrance that we will do all that we can in the matter. 

tHAH iYlO EMDAOUL HAQ apoka in Bengali. The tramdation 
of hia apeeoh ia as folcdwa : — 

A member of the Swaraj party, Mr. Nnrul Huq Ohaudhury, objects 
to my resolution. Another member, an actual sufferer, supports me. 
The Hon^ble the Member has' hinted in his speech that he fully realises 
my contention and assures me that the matter will receive careful con* 
sideration at his hands. 1, therefore, withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

The CaloutU Rant Act 

Owing to the passing of the Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Act, 1924 
the following resolution standing in the name of Mr. J. Campbell 
Forrester fell to the ground: — 

** This Council recommends to the Qoveniment tbat steps be taken 
iowxteiul the life qf the Calcutta Rent Act for a further periml of one 
year from th# date fixetl for its expiration.** 

Attarallan of tha BafigM Elaolaral Rulaa. 

Mr. BIRENORA NATH EAtMALs The resolution which 1 move for 

the acx^piaiice of this House is as follows : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the proper autho- 
rities be moved for a change of rule 6, sub-rule 2 of the Bengal Electoral 
Buies so as to qualify for election to the Bengal 1 legislative Council 
persons against whom a conviction by a criminal court involving a 
sentence of transportation or imprisonment for more than six months 
is subsisting, unless such conviction involves moral turpitude.*’ 

Now, in this resolution there are three important matters which 
should be placed before the House separately, so that we can understand 
the resolution in its true prospective. 

Firstly, there is the rule which deserves a change. It ^ould be 
placed before the House ta e#f case and commented upon as best as I 
can. 

« Secondly, I should try to clear up, io the best of my ability, what I 
mean by convictiems which involve ** moral iarpltade.*' 

ThinBy, there ti^ in the resolutioit the words ths |Hroper authd«^ 
liiies ** which should be removed for changing the rule. Thiy ihoulA 
be expbisned and the House idiould be told shortly whom 1 mmn by 
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I shall take up the first thing, first, namely, the rule in quastioii. 
Buie 5, sub-rule 2, of the Bengal Electoral Buies runs thue;--^ 

A penoD Against whom a oomriotioa by a criminal court iovolviog a aeiitaiioe of 
transportation or imprisonment tot a period ol more than siz months is subsisting aMi , 
nnleos the oRence of which he was o<Htvicted ^faas been pardoned, not be eligible for elec> 
bion for fi/o years from the date of the expiration of the sonience. 

The plain meaning of the rule is that if an^ one is convicted by a 
criminal court of any offence whatever and sentenced to more than 6 
months’ imprisonment, then he is to remain ineligible for election fen* 5 
years, not from the date of his release from jail, but from the date of 
the expiration of his sentence. In other words, our rule makes 
no distinction between a more heinous offence and a less heinous 
one ; it fixes the period of imprisonment at more than 6 months only — 
whether it is simple or rigorous, it does not care ; and it exends the dis- 
qualification or ineligibility to a period of 6 years beyond the term of 
imprisonment imposed upon the man. 

Now, this is a shameless piece of legislation that we have got in our 
Statute Book and it should not be allowed 4o continue disfiguring it any 
longer. Just l(M)k at the result! 1 do not suggest for a single moment 
that Mahatma Gandhi is willing to seek election to any of these bodies, 
but, 8upi)osing he? is, how does this rule affect him there? Well, simply 
because he was sentenced to G years’ imprisonment, therefore he will 
remain ineligible for election for 6 years, not from thS date^of his redease, 
but from the date of the expiration of his sentence, that is for al)out 9 
years more ! His release 4 years earlier is of no avail, for the rule pre- 
scribes that ** the offence ” of which he was convicted must l)e jwrdoned 
and we all know it has not been done. This is an intolerable and dis- 
giaceful situation and so 1 appeal to all my friends here to pass this 
resolution unanimously. 

What is the pijsition of affairs in other countries regarding this ques- 
tion P I shall not refer to Germany or France or America. I have had 
no time to look up their rules on the subject. I believe, they are suffi- 
ciently democratic in this twentieth century not to have such absurd and 
ridiculous rules, I shall refer to conservative England and places 
bt^fore the House the law that obtains there at present regarding this 
matter. It is to this effect ; — 

A porton oonviotod of treason or Moiiy, for which he fias been aentenced to death, 
or to ponal servitude or to any term of impriscmroeiit with bam) labor (w to a term exceed- 
ing 12 months without hard labor, is (imtU he has sulisrsd the pmushmont to wish be 
has been sentenced or such other punishment as by oompetant authority may be substi- 
tuted themdor, or receives a free pardon from His Majeaty) i ncapable oi exsToising any 
right of auffrage whatever within Sngiand, Walea and Iieland. But a parson who has only 
been oonvieted of a misderoaanoiir has a right to be regisleind aw) to vote uideas hli 
punishment de/ools prevents him Irom so doing. 

Now, wl|at facts do we gather fnun this English lawF Wn gather 
the three Idfiowing facts 

Firstly, there is no disqualification in ^ England of a parson who ts 
convicted of a misdemeanour. He is entitled to remain in etectanl 
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roQ and even vote, if h« u not pltysically uoapabta of doing m, Wi » g 
absent in jail at tbe time. 

Secondly, il a man is convicted tbeie ol felony or tieaaon and sent- 
enced to a term not exceeding 12 months without hard lalnw, 4en he 
is also not disqualified or incapable of exercising any right or suffmge. 

Thirdly, whatever be the hind of the crimes*— misdemeanour, felony 
or treason, and whatever be the term and nature of sentence—^ years, 10 
years or 16 years with or without hard labour, in England immediately 
tbe convict has suffered the pqnishment to which he was sentenced, his 
ineligibility goes and he becomes entitled to exercise his suffrage, with- 
out any let or hindrance. 

Compare with our rule, these salient features of English law on the, 
subject tell their own tales. I should not therefore take very many 
minutes to explain these features in detail. But I must say a u’ord or 
two on each of them, by way of comparing them with the lot of our 
convicts. 

So far as the first point is concerned, wo liave seen there is no dis- 
qualification in England of persons who are convicted of misdemeanours. 

I shall not confuse the issue here by drawing the attention of the House 
to the fine distinctions that now exist in England between misdemean- 
ours and felonies, and felonies and treasfuis. Wo, in India, have no 
such distinction^in our criniinul law as oil our crimes are merely offen- 
ces. SuffiA it to say, however, that generally speaking the less hein- 
ous crimes are misdemeanours and the more heinous ones are either 
felonies or treasons. 

Now, the English law recognises the classification of crimes and 
provides that in the case of the less heinous criminals, there shall he 
no disqualification whatever. It may not be out f)f place to point out 
here that rioting, assault, lil>el, conspiracy, fraud and false pretences 
are less heinous crimes or misdemeanours in England and persons con- 
victed 6f these crimes and sentenced to, say, C years' imprisonment 
with hard lulmur, assuming that can be given legally, are not eligible 
at all. But what is the other side of the shield — the darker background 
of the brightest jewel in the British Empire P Well, we make no dis- 
tinction between one crime and an<ither here I We are idealists — great 
and uncompromising; puritans ! If a man is sentenced here to an im- 
prisonment for 6 months and tine day for slapping a boy or maltreating 
an animal, why, then, he is to remain ineligible for election for 6 years, 

0 months and one day ! I think, further comment upon this is unneces- 
sary. 

As to the second point, it will be remembered that in England if a 
man is convicted of felony or even treason — that is, of one of the mort 
heinous crimes, but sentenced to less than 12 months’ imprisonment 
wilbout bard labour, then be is also not disqualified to exercise bis sul* 
frage. That is, tb^ in England have ma^ a distinction betwemi 
dmide and rigorous imimsonment, even in tbe case of the mine beinons 
fymiaals and provided that in tbe ease of simple imprisonutenti on snob 
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oecaaions. The sentence must exceed 12 months to disqualify the con- 
rict. In this hapless and hopeless land of ours, however, the law is 
different, as almost everything else is different here. In this country, 
there is absolutely no distinction between simple imprisonment and ngo- 
rous imprisonment and the period of sentence fixed by the rule in eithmr 
case is 6 months and no more, ns 1 have already pointed out. But this 
is not all. 

Coming to the third point regarding the period of disqualification for 
conviction in a criminal court, one is ashamed to think of the cowardly 
and cruel distinction that has been perpetuated by no less a person 
than Mr. Edwin Samuel Montagu, together with his compatriot in 
• Constitution making Lord Chelmsford once our Viceroy. In England, 
the disqualification continues — 

Until h6 hM tuilenred the punishment to which he has been eentenced. 

while, in India, it not only covers the whole of that period but also a 
further period of 5 year^ from the date of its expiration — that is, in 
England, so far as a convict's suffrage or franchise is concerned, he is a 
free man immediately he comes out of jail after serving his full sentence 
while in India for that purpose, a convict remains a convict for 6 years 
more from that date I And it was (»nly the other day, about 5 or 6 years 
ago, while they were giving us reforms and enactiqg laws and rules 
for teaching us responsible self-government that this galling^and invidi- 
ous distinction was made for the first time and not before. 

We had our Local Self-Government Act of 18^5 before this, but 
it provided no such pr(»spective disqualification whatever. Even now 
there is nothing in that Act, which borders this insane and barbarous 
provision of law. All that is laid down in section 18 A of that Act is 
that, if a member of a district board or local board or union com- 
mittee is convicted of any such offence or is subjected by a criminal 
court to any such order as, in the opinion of the local Government, 
formed after due inquiry, then he may be removed from his said office 
by an order of the Ux^al Government — ^that is, a man's previous convic- 
tion does not stand in his way at all for seeking election to our local 
bodies and in order that ho may he removed by the local Government 
from any such local body, he must again be convicted of or concerned 
in a criminal offence after his election to the said body->-one can under- 
stand this proposition^ — if the voters elect an ex-convict, knowing full 
well that he is such a person, then there ought not to be any further 
discussion over this matter, but if he is again convicted after his elec- 
tion, he may be removed and the voters approved of Gie fact of his 
second conviction and given the chance of re-electing him. 

In other words, the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1.H85 lays 
down that a% ex-convict is disqualified or qualified, aooordiiig to^t^ 
free will of the electorate and tke legialatuxu has practically nothing to 
do with the question. To. my mind, this is a very saluta^ prtnei]dei 
whick ought to have guided our constitution-matters, srhile iAof wers 
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oonsideriiig tliis 8iibj«oi— lor in tlua cooAtry, nil oUior ooimtrtoi in 

worldy oortaaii oonvi^oiM are many a time illegal and witlioat avideiioa 
and aooordingly persona oonvioled under suoii oif<miiiataiioea» oufki te 
be qualified or disqualified according to tbe free will of tbo volera and 
not by tbe mere fact of tbeir oonvietilms. 

1 sbal! gire my hmi’ble friends an instance to illustrate my allege* 
tion. I know of a member of tbis House, wbo was once tbe Secretary 
of tbe Bengal Proyincial Congress Committee. At that time, a great 
royal personage came to Calcutta and there was bnrfnl here. Tbe 
next day, a local English daily, which shall go nameless, shrieked and 
cried and asked who was the Secretary of the Bengal Proyincial Con* 
gress Committee: The Secretary was then arrested and finally convict- 
ed under the Criminal I^aw Amendment Act, for having managed an 
illegal or unlawful association. But do you know what was the evi- 
dence which were adduced/ against him? The Bengal Provincial Con- 
gress Committee was, of course, not declared an illegal cjr unlawful 
association, so that it could not lie said that he had managcNl that 
particular illegal body well. The Bengal Provincial Congress Cmn- 
iiiitUH? had iKissed four resolutions of a fmriicular clmrarU»r and lie had 
sent them to the Press for publication as the Secretary thereof 

^Tllt Sir ABD«UR«RAHIIf t On a point of order, Sir. The 

Hon'ble nien4>er is discussing a particular case^- -whether the conviction 
ill that case was right or not. 

Mr. PRiSIDfNTs The Hon’ble memlier is referring to it by way 
of illustration. You will be able to reply to him in your speech. 

Mr. flIRfNDRA NATH SAiMAL} The Crown simply proved or 
claimed to have proved that these resolutions were actually sent by him 
to the Press and infer that evidence and that evidence alone, he was 
convicted under the Criminal liaw Amendment Act, for having managed 
an unlawful association! I believe, I am very dull; for, otherwise, I 
ought to have seen that the management of an unlawful Association very 
logically follows fn>m the mere sending of the four resolutions to tbe 
Press as Secretary, although the body which passed them were noi 
declared illegal and the persons who proposed and seixmded and voted 
for them were not run in at all — I donH know whether 1 shall call it a 
piece of good fortune or misfortune but the fact remains that as tbe 
person in question was sentenced to only 6 months’ imprisonment, he 
has* succeeded to come here by the onanimous verdict of more than one 
constituency in the Presidency. If he was given a day more, than he 
would not be here to*day. But this is by the way. 

What 1 was sulnnitting to the House was that in eighties of the 
last century, we were much better off than we are to^y. In the 
eighties of the kst oenittry--4o be exact, in the year Indian 

Naiicnal Congiees first saw the light of the day and it was in tkm very 
yeir Niat the Bengal Local SeUMovenmient Act was pesaed. Bui 
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wliat ha«> been liaf^ning since then? The more the Congress is 
becoming popular, the more the laws are being hardmied in this country. 
Any one who is acquainted with the history of Indian Legidature is 
bound to admit this truth Unhesitatingly. But I shall not bore the 
House with ancient history. It wifi be sufficient to point out that the 
process of moral degeneration which was slowly but steadily over- 
taking the minds of our rulers since the eighties of the last century, 
was very much in evidence the other day, when rule^, sub-rule 2, of the 
Bengal Electoral Buies was passed into law. But if they have morally 
degenerated, we have all grown enormously in our moral qualities and 
so we must ail continue and pass this resolution unanimously. 

I must point out here that my resolution does not do away with the 
prospective disqualification altogether. It is indeed modest in that it 
agrees to such disqualifications, provided they are based on convictions 
involving moral turpitude but nothing else. That is, my resolution 
is that, whatever his term of sentence might be, no ex-convict shall be 
ineligible for election, unless his conviction involved moral turpitude, 
in which case he shall remain disqualified for 5 years as now — I think 
I am therefore right in saying that my resolution is modest. 

This brings me to the two other matters which I promised to deal 
separately at the outset of my speech. It may be remembered that one 
of them related to what I meant by convictions involving«>moral turpi- 
tude and the other referred to what I meant shortly by the words “ the 
proper authorities ** in my resolution. I shall now take them up one 
after another. 

1 have already informed the House what my resolution stands for. 
It stands for qualifying for election to the Bengal I^egislative Council 
all ex-convicts irrespective of their term of sentences, provided their 
convictions do not involve moral turpitude. I shall, therefore, explain 
here os best as lies in my power what I mean by convictions involving 
moral turpitude. 

It is true that it is difficult to define those convictions which in- 
volve moral turpitude, in exact legal parlance, but this is .also equally 
true that the case-laws of both England ^d India simply abound in 
that phrase, and the reason is not far to s^k. For, whatever difficulties 
one may expef’ience in defining a particular thing, yet he ^an very well 
understand and appreciate it clearly and vividly, if he is really indiued 
to do HO. So far as I am concerned, I have always held that only these 
convictions involve moral turpitude which violently offend one’s moral 
feelings. There cannot be the slightest doubt that there are various 
crimes which involve little or no ethical or moral blaine at all. Nay, they 
are almost %ways considered as virtues and cultivated as such by all fte 
civjliaed pSidples of the world. It was in recognition of this that 
Natal and West Australia, when smne time ago prohibited Impoartaiion 
of convieted eri]iiinals» they United tiie opmtioa (rf^liiat law Ip mly 
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tiioae wliose offences invclTed moral leipittide.** Tbe law el ezti»« 
dition, wyolt lias receiTed even legislatm apimited in many )it|^ ^uar* 
ters, also recognises tkis truth and inchides ^easoi^ and o^er political 
offences lor international arrangem^ts lor extradition. But I think 
I will do better, il I deal with some concrete or specific crimes or offen- 
ces, which do not involve moral turpitude, instead of discussing in detail 
the abstract or general aspect ol the proposition in question. 

We are already aware that, in England, persons who are convicted 
of rioting, assault, libel, conspiracy, fraud or falst^ pretences — tliat is, 
of a misdemeanour, are not ineligible for election at all. A child can 
find out what crimes are misdemeanours in England. I therefore do 
not see why this English rule should not be adopted here without hesi- 
tation. 1 

Wc are also aware that, in England, if a man is convicted of felony 
but sentenced to a tenii not exceeding 12 months without hard lalmur, 
then he is not disqualified. What is felony in English jaw is well-known 
to all but our timt^Iimit is 0 months and we^^ve no distinction between 
imprisonments with hard labour and tbom^ w;ithoui it. I think wo can 
safely raise our time-limit to 12 months, if it is without hartl labour, 
in case of felonies. 

^As to treason, I am decideilly <if opinion that there should be no dis- 
qualification p{ any kind on that account. It is not at all a ditficuli 
task to find out what crimes an* treasonable in England and, (Mimpared 
with those crimeii, what offences here are treasonable in character. 
When that is done, then the English rule that the convict remains in- 
eligible until he has suffered the punishment to which he has lieeii sent- 
enced but to no further periml, ought to be incorporated in our rule here. 

I have a special fascination for treasonable offences and 1 Have a 
special passion to {dead for those who offend against them. I have 
learnt these things from the Englishmen themselves. I>> I not know 
the celebrated oases of Flora Macdonald and George Washington P 
Do I not remember wbat Sir Walter Scott bas said about them 9 It is 
indeed disgraceful that people who fight for freedom should not only 
Iw confined iii? jails but also disqualified to come to all those places for 
whose greater freedom theyi fought and suffere<l aud {lerhaiw risked 
their lives. 

Alter all, every successlul player of treasonable games is either a 
martyr or saviour of his country and bis punishments and disqualffi* 
caffton not only do not deter anybody but on the contrary they encourage 
symimthy and active partici|jation of other. You can take away light 
from the sun and make its darkness pure and simple, but you cannot 
separate Irom a man’s mind bis love ol Ireedom, lor freedont is Ood 
and God is Ireedom, and no believer can possibly lorsake the one or Ihe 
piher. However madh dtsunited and degenerated we may be at preaent, 
MMier India’s lutnie is as sure as I am speaking here io-day. fflm 
•hiiil grow, tile AaQ Igkt, skp, dudl achieve indapeadenoe aooner or 
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l»ter. They are only Uaekentng Uie pagee ol their hktory and their 
own fades by heepiiEig these atatntory records of their base and mean 
activities against t^ptt undoubted onmurd mardb. 

One matter more and I am done. The words proper authorities ” 
in my resolution mean the Governor General in Councili the Secretary 
of State in Council, and both Houses of Parliament. The Government 
of Bengal is to recommend the change, the Governor General in Council 
is to agree to that and obtain sanction of the Secretary of State in 
Council. Then the changed rule shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament and if there be no objection for 30 days thereafter, it wilt 
become the law of this country. 

1 only trust, for the reasons which I have already given in detfil, 
these authorities will see their way to accept any proposal. In any 
case, 1 hope my Hon’ble friends will pass this resolution unanimously 
at least with an overwhelming majority. 

dtff. fRAMAT^HATH BANEildEAl I rise to give my whole- 
hearted support to this resolution. The disqualification in question is 
based not on the nature of the offence but on the period of sentence. 
The rule is an absurd one. The sooner it is modified, the l)etter. In 
this^connection, I desire to remind this Council that, when the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill was under consideration, it was sought to introduce, a 
similar disqualification into this Bill by Government but^ the Govern- 
ment had the good sense afterwards to accede to the wishes of the 
Council and accepted the amendment seeking to confine the disquali- 
fi(?ation only to cases of moral turpitude. This House I believe, also 
remembers that last year resolutions of a similar nature were moved 
by my friends .Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri and Mr. Indu 
Bhusban Datia, and although the bulk of the elected element of the 
Council was in favour of the resolution, the Government strongly opposed 
to it and was able, with the aid of the official, the nominated, and the 
non-official European members of the Council to defeat the resolution 
by a majority of only one vote. The atmosphere of the Council has 
now completely changed and I have not the slightest doubt that this 
Coucil will accept this resolution by an overwhelming majority. 

Mr. El, DAUOl I beg to support 'tkU resolution on the aground that 
tho'^framem of the rules when they ffw&gd them did not consult the 
rules as nil, are in England.^ I cannot understand what made Govern- 
ment fram^he rule that if a man is convicted for mote than six months 
He would be debarred from standing as a candMate for ahy oonstituency. 

Is it a fact that these rules were franwiA by Govemmeni because we 
are living in India — ^because H is not iiw independent country— il it foi* 
that reason that these rules have been framed? The sooner ^leae 
rules are r^oved, the beti«r for the country and bettfh* also lor 
adminiatnitiEoB. &r, oviiig to tke ^Kutenoe tinao rolea soaw ol w 
diatittgaiahed oountrymoB, who ai« pHinota, Iwto beati delwmd II|mh 
« a>t«rliig tUs OMatil. It theae nka did sot wait they n^t kaW om 
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to the Council and might have done a good^deal of good to the ocmniry. 
Some of my personal friends whom I have known since my coUe^ days 
and whdm names are well known — I mean Mr. Taainiddin Ahmad of 
Faridpnr whom I have known from my infancy knd whom I hold in 
great esteem, Mr. Samududdin Ahmad and Mr. Upsaniddin Ahmad— 
have all been delwrred from coming to this Council due to the existenoa 
of these rules. Sir, some of the accrtMH(ed leaders of our country like 
Maulana Abul Kalam Asad and Maulvt Nasirur Khan have l)een debarred 
from coming to this Council due to the existence of these rules (cries 
*of; “Shame”). Is it not fair on the part of Govenimeni to modify 
these rules so that our distinguished countrymen may ('t>me to this 
Council so that much could lie done to this country. With these wowts 
I whole-heartedly supjmrt the it»solution of my friend, Mr. B. N. Sasmal. 

Mr. NI8ITH CHANDRA SEN: I wish to accord ray whole-hearted 
sujiporl to the res(»Iution which has Imh'H so ably moved by my friend, 
Mr. B. N. Sasiunl. My only n^gn^t is that it doea |^ot go far enough. 

1 think that there should l>e no rule dis^iialifying any person from 
standing for ele<‘tion w hatever offences he might have lMM»n convicted of. 
My reason is this : The question is not one of nominate<i memliers. 
The (|uestion affects the elected memlH»rs; and if a man after <H>nvu;tion 
isi, elected by the majority of the |s»ople to the ('ouncil that will show 
that his conyictioX was wrong and that his countrymen ladieve in him. 

A thief or a rogue will not lx* eh‘cte<l by the p<*ople. If you find a man 
ha.s Wn elected by the majority c»f tlie |x*opIe it will clearly show that 
the jiulge w'as wTong iii coiivi(>tiiig him. Sir, in this country we have 
not got jury trial in every <’us*e and very often convictions are made by 
magistrates. Those of us who have got exfw^rieuce of law courts know 
that justice is not always done in criuiinu) cases. That is why we have 
l>een urging for the separation of the judicial fn>m the exwuiive. 
Some of these convictions fully emanate from higher authurities, and 
therefore, convictions are no test for a irmirs eligilulity. 1 therefore 
think that this distinction should lie done away with. However, 
Sir, it is a matter that is lieyond the rc^solution umler discmsstoii. But 
why have these ruhv* bexm brought in? Of whom are the bureaucraU 
afraid? Tb^y are not rogues or thieves but self-sacnficing men who 
are willing to serve their coufljtfy — men who go to jail noi for any offence 
which involves moral turpitude, but go to jail for somethinad||||tcli they 
think they ought }o do. Every one is aware that almut QPl pemems 
were convicted during the non-co-operation period. We have amongst 
us— a leader of the Swarajya [larty who was convicted during that period, 
and if kts conviction was for iHx months and one day he would noi have 
been here to-day. He would have been debarred by the 
rules from tiering the Council ; and is there any man 
in this House who regrets that he is Here— is there any one here 
who does not ihiiik that he is an acquisition to this Council f Who ate 
the nien who, are, wanted here. We want meh who are willing to 

11 
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administer the laws of the country and to legislate for it — men who are 
williiig to serve their country to the best of their ability and with 
sincerity; and this rule prevents those very men from coming in. 
Under the circumstances the sooner the law is changed the better for 
the country. I lave said enough to show that this rule ought not to find 
ft place in the Statute and ought to be done away with as soon as 
possible. 

The Hoft’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: This question, as has been 
{Kunted out by one of the previous speakers, was considered last August. 
It was fully discussed then and I explaine^l the difficulty of the Govern- 
ment in accepting the resolution which was then before the House. 
Th^ Government was, however, able to accept one of the resolutions — 
the one moved by Kumar Slab Shekhareswar Ray who, I hope, will be 
able to supix)rt me in this connection. The position of the Govertii||^t 
very briefly is this: The matter is now under consideration and it la 
likely that the rules will bo revised but as the House is fully aware and 
as Mr. Sasmal hasliimself told the House it is a question entirely for the 
Secretary of State. The Government of Bengal has already represented 
the matter and it is now under consideration of the Government of 
India. We can do no more in this connection. I do not wish to argue 
the (juestion as to the difficulties which may arise as regards the 
wording of this ixirticular resolution. I think Mr.^ Sa-smal has rea<l 
the rejx^rt of the Joint Parliamentary Committee as regards this and 
the difficulty that was felt by Mr. Montagu was about the meaning of 
the phrase moral turpitude ** as being too wide and undefinable. That 
was the main reason why the Committee was unable to accept the 
phrase. 

Well, Sir, there is another matter which is worth considering and 
that is this : Who is going to decide whether a certain offence involves 
moral turpitude or not and whether a man convicted of such offence 
ought to l)e debarred from taking part in pcditical activities or not? 
Is it the Government or this House or any outside bodyT Thai is one 
of the im]X)rtant points in which the resolution is defective. But so 
far as the main principle is concerned, I can assure this House that it 
is not the attitude of the Government that any person who has once 
lieen convicted should be debarred for ever from taking port in legiti- 
mate politics. Government have never acted in this spirit. So far as the 
present resolution is concerned, I have said that thir question is under 
consideration ; and if the House is going to pass this resolution we Will 
lie glad to forward it to the Government of India. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH BASMAL: 1 have nothing further to add 
to what I have already said, as the Hon^le Member in charge of this 
particular department has stated that he would forward the resolution 
to the Government of Imlia, if it is passed by this Houses 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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WitMrmril af tuilMliow. 

SHAH SYfO EMDAOUL HAQ Being aBsent, the Mowing mo- 
Infion standing in his name was deemed to be withdrawn 

** This Council recommends to the Government that orders be issued 
to the divisional comiuissioners and magistrates to the effect that as 
far as possible where the chief officer is a Hindu, there lie |daced under 
him a Mussalman, and whert^ the cbief officer is a Mussulman, there be 
[daced under him a Hindu officer.*’ 


Inquiry into the oofidition of Iho SoraAirati. 

TARAKNATH MUKERdEAs In the ftl>»»»nce of Babu Satyn 
Kishoro Banerjw 1 lieg to move the Tollowing resolution ; — 

“ This Council recommends to the Goveniinent that early steps lie 
taken to inqiiin^ into the present condition of the Saraswuti river, in the 
districts of Hooghly and Howrah, and to adopt measures to clear the 
same and to widen and deejien (he said river to admit a How of fresh 
water.” 

It is a matter of extreme imjiortance so far os my district is concerned. 
Fnim my ix*rsonal oxpt*rieiM*e 1 can assure tjie Houm^ that it is a cause 
of standing suffering to iny district. Sir, the river Sartiswati, which is 
also recognised us a holy river Kke th<' Ganges, has now Wcome Totally 
silted up. This river is the main outlet (»f water in the district and as 
it has Ikh'ii silted ui» no water ran now imss out to the Ganges, thus 
leaving thousands 4)f acres of land totally under water over six fwt 
det'p for over four months during the year. As a result of this, not only 
the poor cultivators are totally deprived of any crop, hut Tl has also 
rendered the entire locality very unhealthy and malaria, kahi-axar, etc., 
are causing a havoc there. Sir, I, as an eye-witness of their sufferings, 
strongly urge (he Government that immediate Hte|js lie taken to remove 
this legitimate grievance of the constituency which I have the honour 
to represent. 

Mni KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: I whole-heaHedly supiMirt 
the resolution moved hy Babu Turaknaih Mukerjea in tho nlisence of 
Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee. It is incumlmnt on the Government 
to take steps for tbe improvement of the condition of the Saniswaii river 
through the districts of Hooghly and Howrah and as such I support 
the resolution., 

iNhil MANMATHA NATH ROYt On behalf of ihe Hooghly con. 
stiiuency to which I belong t whcde-heartedly support the resolution 
moved by Bo^o Taraknatb Mukerjea. It is partly a sanitary projoct 
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and partly an irrigation project and the silting the river has greatly 
affects the people of that locality. 

BidNi BORODA PR08AD DEY: 1 join my voio%ili^support of this 
resolution. 1 know some attempts have been ma<iie^%|;» figiur4 to the 
excavation of the Saraswati. It was a half-hearted. aftethpt/ h4it 1 hope 
that Government will now take up the question in right earnest and do 
what is necessary in regard to this very important question. 

MaulYi SAYYED BULTAN ALi: All the memlx^rs coming from the 
Hooghly district have supported the resolution moved by Babu Tarak- 
nath Mukerjea. Although we do not beloTig to that district, we may be 
considered quite unsym[mthetic, if we do not give our supiwrt to it. 
1 therefore supiwrt it whole-heartedly. 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hofi*ble the Maherajailhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): A project has 
already been receiv<*d for taking water from Ihe Damodar via the Jairial- 
pur sluice, Kana Damodar and Kana Nadi into the Saraswati river. 
Provision has also l>een made for drawing some water from the 
Dankunia swamp into the Saraswati. The project has bt»en exanunod 
and is now awating certain vital information regarding the discharge 
from the Damodar and some other cahmlations whi(’h have to be suj>- 
plied. This is now l>eing done and it is cxix'cted that the reimrt will 
be received shortly. We are entirely in favour of cleaning out the 
Saraswati and flushing it with water, but it would be little ust' to clear 
it until we can flush it as it would at once silt up again. As soon, 
therefore, as the flushing scheme is receivtMl, we can liave the whole 
scheme complete and go ahead. I have no hesitation on the i>art of 
Government in accepting the resolution. 

Btbu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: As my resolution has been 
accepted by the ITon’ble Member, I shall not waste the time of the 
Council by siK^aking anything further. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Potl Of Prifioi|Ml, BaUuiiM Collego. 

Bdbu JATINDRA NATH BABU: I move that “this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that the post of the Principal of the Bethune 
College, Calcutta, he filled by an Indian lady.” 

The question of female e<lucation is one of very gieat imporlaiiee 
to this country, but this question is one that is beset with very groat 
difficulties owing to the customs and usuages of this eountry. It has, 
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theralore, to be dealt With in a very caxefui manner. Aa it reqmrea 
delicate handling it is necessary from the point of view of advaoee- 
ment of female education that it should be in the hands of persons who 
are acquainted |mth the usages and customs and the idiosyneracies 
of Indian apiaaiwM* ^ move this resolution not on any niria) con* 
sideration iMIrab from the point of view of advancement of female 
education in this country. The Bethune ('ollege is a very ituimrtant 
institution; it is thoonly college for the (Mlucation of Indian girls for 
the university degrees. It is therefore iiwessary that in the manage- 
ment and administration of the Bethune College we should have such 
a staff as will not only bo ac(|uuintiHl with the life of the scholars but 
will he symimthetic towards them. We know that for some yciars 
Miss Bose was tlie Principal of the (\»llege and the college prosjH»rtMl 
during the time she hud control of it. A Kun>[H«an lady has now hi*eii 
appointed as the Principal of the (^dlege. I do not say that as regards 
training or her educational quail heat tons she is m>t ht to hll that {s>st, 
hut from the very nature qf things it is only pro|H»r that an Indian 
lady who* is qualified should he placed in charge of the institution In 
order that she may attract a large numls'r of af'liolurs to the collegt* and 
in order that she may treat the 8<‘holars symimtjietically. There are 
Indian ladies who are fit for holding the up|iointment, ami fn)m the 
IKiiftt of view of eoanomy, if an Indian lady is ap}N>inted, the iiptK)int- 
nient will certainly he more econoini<*al than the ap{N>intmenf of a 
Eurojiean la<ly. It may In* contended that the prewuii incumi^nt is 
under a covenant with (lovernmant. If she is, there nn» other |K)sfs 
under Government to which she may Ik* transferred. Miss Brock is 
going away on leave and will r«?tire shortly, and the present iViticifwl 
of the Bethune College may be transferred t4» Miss Brock’s |K)st. 

MINISTER in olMWgt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’Mo Mairfvi A. K. FAZL.UL-HUQ): 1 am jM'efwred to welcome 
this resolution as an expression of the best intentions for making a 
suggestion in furtherance of the very important {irohlem of {(miale <m1u- 
cation, but I am sorry to have to remark that the resolution has lMM*n 
moved somewhat before its time. The presemt Princiiml of the Bethune 
Collegt^ has Iwe'n sj>ecially selecteil and recruited for (he jKwt. As 
Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu has admitted, she was up]K)inte4l under a 
covenant by the Oovornmeiit os regards her jwiy and allowances and tfiat 
covenant has yet to run. The question, therefore, of ajipointing another 
lad/ Principal in her place does not arise. l)ecauiie there is not at flie 
present moment any vacancy. Mr. Basu has sold that the {xisi of the 
Principal of the Bethune College is one of great res^smsibiiriy and 
importance, because the lady Principal must be symimihetic to the 
lady pupils in her charge and she must know their customs and manners 
and be sympathetic in dealing with them. Well, Sir, I had been to 
the Bethune College the other day on the occasion of its annua! prise- 
giving ceremony, nnd I beiur testimony to the fact ihal from aB 
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account* that I liCart! the present Principal is extremely sympathetic 
and gives the utmost attention to the requirements of the pupils. So 
far. therefore, as sympatliy.is concerned, there is no lack of it on the 
paH of the present Principal. 

Then as regards the prosperity of the Bethune b^ege dtrtng the 
time of an Indian lady Principal, I may just remind Banu ^t the 
last quinquennial report published by the Government of ^|i4xi* ^y8 
a high tribute to the excellent results achieved by the students of the 
Bethune College during the last few years for which this European 
lady has been the Principal. I submii, therefore, that is no cause 
for complaint ao far as efficieAoy of Instruction or the management of 
the college or the quality of the work is concerned. I omi assure 
Mr. Baau that I shall be extremely pleased, when rile occasion arises, 
to try and find a suitaUe Indian lady Prii^pal for the Bethune College, 
but before there is any vaCfni^ *ind especially since there is absolutely 
no reason why the present" la# ^ndlpel Jhonld removed from the 
post, it is im[K>ssible for Government to consider thiS queslien of creating 
a vacancy out of time and removing the prewmt Principal in order to 
make rOOtn lor an Indian ludy. As T said, as soon as a va(;aiicy occurs, 
this question will certaiftly be 

As regards the suggestion whether the pltesent Principal cannot* be 
provided in another post, I beg to pt)int out that the covenant has yet 
to run and it ig not iwssible for Government to force the present 
Principal to take service elsewhere; f^Uiitil she voluntarily comes for- 
ward, our hands are tied. For all these reasons and in view of the 
assurance that I am pi^pared to give that as soon as e vacancy occurs, 
tbe 8U|fgest^ uiade by Mr. trjUIueeeitp my Ibest ooasideration, 
and ulso in further oonsideratioil ol tlie Wt thafT alt extremely anxious 
myself to appoint an Indian lady as soon as an oocaaiou arises, I hope 
my friend wiu see Ms way to withdraw his resolution. 

MudATIIItIRA NATtftfMU: The Hon^ble Minister has admitted 
the necessity and advisability of apjwinting an Indian lady to the post- 
of the Pvinciiial of the Bethune College, but the objection that he Eas 
made to the suggestion is that there is a covenant whioh is running and 
has still to run and the present Princiiial ha.s some rights under it. 
The covenant, if I understand it rightly, is that she is a member of the 
women's side of the Indian Educational Serrice; if that is so, we know 
that men in the Indian Educational Service are sometimes put on duty 
in colleges as also on the inspecting staff. I pointed out that there 
was likelihood of a vacancy soon in the inspecting staff for an inspectress 
of schools, which is quite as important an appointment as. and probably 
more than t|ic» appointment of the Principal of thp Bethune College. 
There is, therefore, no insurmountable difficulty, and the Minister, if 
^6 chooses, can appoint the present Principal as an Inspectress ol 
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Schoola and pat an Indian lady in her place if he thkika suioh % iAal|ra 
to be deairable. 

Tha HiH’lild Miulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQt I wish to point mi 
to Mr. Baso that when Mias Brock retires we will make a suggestion 
to Miss Wright to accept that porf, and if she is willing to accept it, 
we waynld^lie ^d to consider the question of appointing an Indian 
^ k%Jjft#iieipal. If this will satisfy my friend, 1 hope he will see his 
w?ay to withdraw the motion. 


Babii dATlMDRA NATH BAfUt 111 Yiew of , the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Minister I beg legye to Withdraw the rewiiuiion. 


Mr. FfliBIOBNTs The menilicr has asked (or leave to with<jk*aw tho ^ 
resolution. Hoes any Okem liar object to lealp being giverpl* 

I <>I>j«ct toleav. Iming 

given. 'm ^ 

The motion was then put and a division taken Witli the following 
result : — ^ 


AhsiMit Mauhri Rst UMis. 

Alimsd, MtHlvi TsysbiiSSIfi. 

Alim*S. Msulvl 2afNio«f. 

All, Maiitvl tayystf tmun. 

■asshl, tsiMi R Wiw> eiisMrs. 

•asu, JatliHlra Hats. 

■a»ii, BabM laraf Olwiitfra. 

■Mi. Baby Win RrMlia. 
Cbabravyrty, Mbe BBiartib. 
Cbattarjaa, Baby IlMab fhynWW 
CbayBbvrl, flaf HaraiMlraiMiai.« 
CbaeBbury. flayBII Hbs. 

ObsWBMry* »Bylvl BatyMI AbBiir M 
Cbiw ie wr «f* JBIrmU Obandra. 
obt, m Nan w . 

Du OyBta, Or. 4. «• 

Oatla« Baby AMill BBsiiBrs. 

Oby, iabv Biarada BrSaM. 

OanoBly, Baby KbaoMiPB Nath. 


Nbb, msb tyai tmdaBit, ^ 


iaardyr, •^ilaulvl Attab Mtaials. 
muM/Maylfi AbBvr RsWiM. 
Kbaii, Msytff AsHUMt 

mailt MbiiM iiblii UMbk 
Btluimmn, Msyivf Baasr. 




Maitir» mbu MabaiMlra lUilfi. 
«ltra, Oaby 4 acaMra MBCIt 
aura, Baby tatytaB^ ObaBBra. 
Marana, Dr. H. W. 9 . 

Miibarjaat Obby TaraliiNilb. 


Naabw, Hate Ifsia nuB B eB. 

Oatelt BaMi WaBiaabaB. 
fiMNWi, Mm*i MiAMdriMtaik' 



i^liayt oaba B Bmui a Nalb. 


ObO^la. JCbiaiiB BaiiBar. 
Ray, ilia MamaailiB Ugoi. 


Ray, Or. O t BUaa OBaaBra. 

Ray, «r. 9 

Ray, Me. Klrao iabkar. 

Ray, Mr. Bstaawrttatl. 

Ray ObauBHyffl, Rat BabaBar BatyaaBra 
Natb. 


iarhar, Baby Naaiaata Kvaiar. 
torbar. Baba NaRalraaiaa. 
BataiaV BMv Bt r aaB r a Nalb. 
Baa, Mr. NIfINi BmaiBra. 
Taradan MaMvl Nalb tiBBla. 
‘Vaala, Maabrl Mi Bi aa aa aB. 





lUn iUM. 

H Hr. ^ ir I Ilf. A, •■, 


Hr. «.«. 

Hr. I. 

CTi-IT"--*- 
SfTit !“*••'•• 

Trmnn, Mr. w. i. 


f *f. can. 

'iSSi-SU!^ »-J« -r. M K. 

555 “ 

••*•*«. mr. N. 0 *■ *• 

Hr. A. 

"•^IWA, Hr. M. C. 

The Ayes being 66 and Noes 20 fi. 

oe« ^ 0 , the motion was carried 
« 

1? 

AdJOHmmant. 
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